MISSING SENIOR CITIZEN

Straying

Straying is most often associated with Alzheimer's Dementia, which usually occurs two to four years after the beginning of the disease. According to statistics in the United States, more than 34,000 Alzheimer patients stray from their homes or care facilities each year. 

Straying can pose significant problems for the person involved as well as their families, direct caregivers and care providers. There is a correlation between falls and straying, related to fatigue, anxiety and associated gait and balance instability. 

Someone who strays runs the risk of getting lost and being stranded outdoors. They may end up suffering from heat or cold exposure or being struck by a car. Not having the prescribed medical needs they may suffer from dehydration and/or other medical complications. 

Act Before. Not After 

It only takes a second for someone to disappear and records show that sixty percent of those with Dementia will stray away at some point. Unfortunately no one can be watched every second. The quicker the police, hospitals, family, friends and neighbors are alerted to the situation, the better. Should a person disappear, the care provider is expected to notify the local police to facilitate a search and retrieval effort as soon as possible.

What To Do If Someone Is Missing

Check Common Areas 

· Search the home including the basement, attic, garage and outdoor area. Especially their favorite places or locations.

· Check to see if any of the person's belongings … such as their wallet, keys, clothing and luggage are missing. Call to check with family, friends, and neighbors. 

· Try to determine how long the person has been gone. Look for clues. 

Call the Police

· Provide the missing person's first and last name. 

· Provide circumstances (addresses, time noticed missing, etc.) and description of clothing (if known).

Very important: Be sure to provide the Police with the SENIOR CITIZEN ID COMPACT DISC provided to you by the NEW YORK STATE MASONS.

Please wait for the police. If you intend to participate in the search, be sure someone remains at home in case the missing person returns or there is a telephone call. 

