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Initiation B r uc e  E . N e v in  
 
An  in it ia t io n  is n o t  a  st a t us o r  a n  a c hie v e m e n t , a n  in it ia t io n  is a  b e g in n in g .  
 
E v e r y  in it ia t io n  ha s a n  o ut wa r d  a sp e c t  c a r r ie d  o ut  b y  p a r t ic ul a r  p e o p l e , wit h y o u, t he  
in it ia t e , a t  a  c e r t a in  t im e  a n d  p l a c e . At  t he  sa m e  t im e , t he r e  is a l wa y s a n  in t e r io r  a sp e c t  
t a k in g  p l a c e  wit hin  y o u. The  in n e r  in it ia t io n  is t he  t r ue  sig n if ic a n c e  o f  t he  o ut e r  e v e n t s, 
a n d  is t he ir  p ur p o se  o r  a im . 
 
The  o ut wa r d  r it ua l  is a l m o st  a l wa y s im p e r f e c t . O n e  p e r so n  m a y  f um b l e  so m e  wo r d s o r  
e v e n  o m it  who l e  p a r a g r a p hs. F l o o r wo r k  m a y  st um b l e , r it ua l  a c t io n s m a y  b e  m a l f o r m e d , 
j o g g e d  o ut  o f  p l a c e , o r  f o r g o t t e n . An d  e v e n  if  t he  o f f ic e r s p e r f o r m  f l a wl e ssl y , wit h 
d e l ib e r a t e , c l e a r  d ic t io n  sup p o r t e d  b y  g e st ur e s a n d  b o d y  l a n g ua g e  t ha t  “ suit s t he  a c t io n  t o  
t he  wo r d ,” n e v e r t he l e ss, a s t he  in it ia t e  y o ur  p e r c e p t io n  o f  t he  r it ua l  is sur e l y  in c o m p l e t e . 
The  v e r y  m e a n in g  o f  wha t  is sa id  is n o t  im m e d ia t e l y  a v a il a b l e  t o  y o u, m uc h l e ss t he  f ul l  
im p o r t  o f  t he  sy m b o l ism . 
 
L a t e r , a s f r o m  t he  sid e l in e s y o u wit n e ss t he  r it ua l  b e in g  p e r f o r m e d  wit h n e w in it ia t e s, t he  
sig n if ic a n c e  o f  d if f e r e n t  a sp e c t s o p e n s t o  y o u m o r e  a n d  m o r e . E a c h suc h wit n e ssin g  
f ur t he r s y o ur  in wa r d  in it ia t io n . St il l  m o r e  r a p id l y  a n d  f ul l y , t he  m o r e  y o u in v o l v e  
y o ur se l f  a s a  p a r t ic ip a n t , t he  m o r e  l ig ht  is o p e n e d  t o  y o u; o r , m o r e  t r ul y , t he  m o r e  y o u 
o p e n  t o  t he  l ig ht . 
 
The  p ur p o se  o f  in it ia t io n  is t o  c ha n g e  p e o p l e —t o  m a k e  g o o d  m e n  b e t t e r , a s we  sa y . 
R it ua l  d o e s it s wo r k  wit hin  y o u b e c a use  y o ur  sub c o n sc io us m in d  is a l wa y s a m e n a b l e  t o  
sug g e st io n . Sin c e  it  is y o ur  sub c o n sc io us m in d  t ha t  b uil d s a n d  d a il y  r e c o n st it ut e s wha t  
y o u a r e  a s a  p e r so n , t ha t  l it t l e  wo r d  “ a l wa y s” is wo r t hy  o f  y o ur  c a r e f ul  c o n sid e r a t io n . 
Ab so l ut e l y  a n y t hin g  t ha t  y o u e x p e r ie n c e  o r  d o  o r  sa y  o r  t hin k  m a y  b e  a c c e p t e d  b y  y o ur  
sub c o n sc io us a s a  sug g e st io n , o n  t he  b a sis o f  whic h she  c ha n g e s t he  wa y  y o u a r e  
c o n st it ut e d  a s a  p e r so n . F e e l in g s g iv e  r ise  t o  t ho ug ht s, t ho ug ht s f o r m  wo r d s, wo r d s l e a d  
t o  a c t io n s, a c t io n s r e p e a t e d  b e c o m e  ha b it s, ha b it s c o n g e a l  a s c ha r a c t e r . An d  t he r e  y o u 
a r e . 
 
The  p hil o so p he r  Sø r e n  K ie r k e g a a r d  wr o t e  a  sm a l l  b o o k  e n t it l e d  Purity of Heart is to Will 
O n e T h in g . W ha t  is it  t o  p ur if y  t he  he a r t , a n d  so  t o  wil l  o n e  t hin g ?  Sur e l y , it  is t o  k n o w 
wha t  y o u wa n t . W ha t  is y o ur  he a r t ’ s d e sir e ?  B ut  t ha t  sim p l e  q ue st io n  “ W ha t  d o  y o u 
wa n t ? ” is m uc h e a sie r  t o  a sk  t ha n  t o  a n swe r . 
 
W e  a l l  ha v e  so  m a n y  d e sir e s f o r  a n d  a g a in st  t his a n d  t ha t , j o st l in g  a n d  c o m p e t in g  wit h 
o n e  a n o t he r . W e  a r e  l ik e  y o un g  Al  Ad d in , who  f o un d  a n  o l d  l a m p  f r o m  whic h, whe n  he  
r ub b e d  t o  c l e a n  it , e m e r g e d  a  p o we r f ul  J in n . O n l y  whe n  w e m a k e  a  wish, a  sug g e st io n  t o  
o ur  sub c o n sc io us, a n d  t he  sp ir it  t ur n s t o  d o  o ur  b id d in g , a n o t he r  v o ic e  wit hin  us c r ie s 
“ N o , wa it ! ” a n d  sub st it ut e s a  d if f e r e n t  wish. N o  so o n e r  d o e s t he  J in n  t ur n  t o  t he  t a sk  t ha n  
t he r e  is a n o t he r  wish, a n d  t he n  a n o t he r , a n d  t ha t  m ig ht y  se r v a n t  c a n  o n l y  sp in  a r o un d  l ik e  
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a  whir l win d , d o in g  n o t hin g  p r o d uc t iv e , a n d  m a y b e  e v e n  k n o c k in g  t hin g s o v e r  b y  
a c c id e n t . 
 
W he r e  d o  a l l  t he se  c o m p e t in g  m o t iv a t io n s c o m e  f r o m ?  Al l  o ur  l iv e s we  ha v e  c o l l e c t e d  
sho ul d s a n d  sho ul d n ’ t s, m ust s a n d  c a n n o t s, l ik e  b a r n a c l e s. O ur  d e sir e s a n d  a v e r sio n s ha v e  
b e e n  m a n ip ul a t e d . Ad v e r t isin g  a n d  m e d ia  sug g e st  t ha t  if  we  ha v e  t his o r  t ha t  p o sse ssio n , 
o t he r s wil l  se e  us wit h t he  t r a p p in g s o f  st y l e  a n d  suc c e ss, a n d  we  wil l  f e e l  ha p p y  a n d  
f ul f il l e d . Tha t  sm il in g  m a n , t ha t  sm o o t h-sk in n e d , p o ise d  wo m a n , t he y  c a n n o t  p o ssib l y  
suf f e r  t he  f r ust r a t io n s a n d  p e t t y  c o n f l ic t s t ha t  I  ha v e  t o  d e a l  wit h, a n d  if  I  we r e  suc c e ssf ul  
l ik e  t he m  it  wo ul d  a l l  b e  sm o o t h sa il in g  f o r  m e  t o o !   
 
W e  k n o w a l l  a b o ut  t he se  t r ic k s o f  t he  P R  g a m e  c o n sc io usl y , in t e l l e c t ua l l y , b ut  o ur  
sub c o n sc io us m in d  is n a ï v e , l ik e  a  c hil d  wit hin  us. W e  ha v e  t o  st o p  l e t t in g  j ust  e v e r y  
sug g e st io n  in  wil l y -n il l y . D isc r im in a t io n  is v it a l l y  im p o r t a n t , a n d  t ha t  r e q uir e s a  wo r k in g  
r e l a t io n ship  wit h y o ur  sub c o n sc io us. 
 
A wo r k in g  r e l a t io n ship  wit h y o ur  sub c o n sc io us. Tha t ’ s n o t  q uit e  l ik e  r ub b in g  d ir t  o f f  a n  
o l d  l a m p . I t ’ s m o r e  l ik e  a  c o ur t ship . I t  t a k e s t im e , a n d  p e r sist e n c e , a n d  y o u ha v e  t o  c a r e . 
I t  ha s t o  m a t t e r  t o  y o u. This is ho w t he  f o x  e x p l a in e d  it  t o  t he  l it t l e  p r in c e :  
 

" Please—tam e m e! "  he  sa id .  
" I  w an t to,  v ery m uc h , "  t he  l it t l e  p r in c e  r e p l ie d . " B ut I  h av e n ot m uc h  tim e.  I  h av e 
frien d s to d isc ov er,  an d  a g reat m an y th in g s to un d erstan d . "   
" O n e on ly un d erstan d s th e th in g s th at on e tam es, "  sa id  t he  f o x . " M en  h av e n o 
tim e to un d erstan d  an yth in g .  T h ey b uy th in g s all read y m ad e at th e sh op s.  B ut 
th ere is n o sh op  an yw h ere w h ere on e c an  b uy frien d sh ip ,  an d  so m en  h av e n o 
frien d s an y m ore.  I f you w an t a frien d ,  tam e m e .  .  . "   
Wh at d oes th at m ean - - ' tam e' ? "   
" I t is an  ac t too often  n eg lec ted , "  sa id  t he  f o x . " I t m ean s to estab lish  ties. "  
… 
" Wh at m ust I  d o,  to tam e you? "  a sk e d  t he  l it t l e  p r in c e .  
" Y ou m ust b e v ery p atien t, "  r e p l ie d  t he  f o x . " F irst you w ill sit d ow n  at a little 
d istan c e from  m e—lik e th at—in  th e g rass.  I  sh all look  at you out of th e c orn er of 
m y eye,  an d  you w ill say n oth in g .  Word s are th e sourc e of m isun d erstan d in g s.  B ut 
you w ill sit a little c loser to m e,  ev ery d ay .  .  . "   
T h e n ex t d ay th e little p rin c e c am e b ac k .   
" I t w ould  h av e b een  b etter to c om e b ac k  at th e sam e h our, "  sa id  t he  f o x . " I f,  for 
ex am p le,  you c om e at four o' c loc k  in  th e aftern oon ,  th en  at th ree o' c loc k  I  sh all 
b eg in  to b e h ap p y.  I  sh all feel h ap p ier an d  h ap p ier as th e h our ad v an c es.  A t four 
o' c loc k ,  I  sh all alread y b e w orryin g  an d  j um p in g  ab out.  I  sh all sh ow  you h ow  
h ap p y I  am !  B ut if you c om e at j ust an y tim e,  I  sh all n ev er k n ow  at w h at h our m y 
h eart is to b e read y to g reet you .  .  .  O n e m ust ob serv e th e p rop er rites .  .  . "   
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" Wh at is a rite? "  a sk e d  t he  l it t l e  p r in c e .*  
W ha t  is a  r it e ?  W ha t  is a  r it ua l ?  Sur e l y  a t  t he  l e a st  it  is so m e t hin g  d o n e  a t  a  r e g ul a r  t im e  
a n d  p l a c e , in  t he  sa m e  wa y  e a c h t im e . B ut  t ha t  is n o t  e n o ug h. W it h t ho se  wo r d s we  c o ul d  
b e  t a l k in g  a b o ut  m e r e  ha b it . 
 
M a so n r y  c o m m un ic a t e s b y  sy m b o l  a n d  a l l e g o r y . W ha t  d o e s t his m e a n ?  E v e n  t ho ug h 
wo r d s a r e  sp o k e n  in  t he  r it ua l , t he y  r e f e r  t o  sy m b o l s whic h c o m m un ic a t e  n o n v e r b a l l y . 
W e  m ust  r e a d  t he  sy m b o l s t he  wa y  il l it e r a t e  p e o p l e  in  m e d ie v a l  t im e s use d  t o  r e a d  
st a in e d  g l a ss a n d  st a t ua r y . O ur  r it ua l s r e p r e se n t  t o  us, d ul y  a sse m b l e d  wit h o ur  b r e t hr e n , 
wha t  it  is t o  b e  a  M a so n . The y  d isp l a y  a  p a t t e r n  o n  t he  t r e st l e b o a r d . The se  sy m b o l ic  a n d  
a l l e g o r ic a l  r e p r e se n t a t io n s a r e  sug g e st iv e . As we  p a y  a t t e n t io n  t o  o ur  M a so n ic  r it ua l s 
( r e p e a t e d l y , c o n sist e n t l y  in  c e r t a in  p l a c e s a n d  a t  c e r t a in  r e g ul a r  t im e s), “ wo r k m e n ” o f  t he  
sub c o n sc io us r e c o n st it ut e  us a c c o r d in g  t o  t ha t  p a t t e r n , b uil d in g  t he  t e m p l e  n o t  m a d e  wit h 
ha n d s. 
 
Sy m b o l s a n d  a l l e g o r ie s p r o v o k e  t ho ug ht , b ut  a t  t he  l e v e l  o f  c o n sc io us t ho ug ht  t he ir  
in t e r p r e t a t io n  is n o t  a l wa y s o b v io us. F o r  e x a m p l e , t he  p l um b  t e a c he s us t o  b e  up r ig ht , a n d  
t he  l e v e l  t e a c he s us t o  d e a l  in  a l l  m a t t e r s o n  t he  l e v e l  wit h o ur  f e l l o ws. B ut  c a n ’ t  a  st if f  
r e c t it ud e  f o st e r  d isha r m o n y ?  D o n ’ t  y o u ha v e  t o  g o  a l o n g  t o  g e t  a l o n g ?  D o  y o u p e r ha p s 
f e a r  b e in g  t ho ug ht  a  st if f -n e c k e d  m o r a l iz in g  p r ig ?  Thin k  a b o ut  t ha t  f e l t  c o n f l ic t , f o r  we  
sha l l  r e t ur n  t o  it  p r e se n t l y . An d  n o w c o n sid e r  t he  e x a m p l e  b e f o r e  us o f  H ir a m  ho l d in g  t o  
m o r a l  p r in c ip l e  e v e n  t o  d e a t h, a n d  y e t  a l l  t he  whil e  a c t in g  e n t ir e l y  o n  t he  l e v e l  wit h his 
a t t a c k e r s, n o t  sup e r c il io us o r  a l o o f  in  his st a t io n . H e  sim p l y  r e st a t e s t he  c o n d it io n s f o r  
t he ir  a d v a n c e m e n t , whic h t he y  we l l  k n o w, a n d  e v e n  g iv e s p o sit iv e  a ssur a n c e  t ha t  t he y  
wil l  r e c e iv e  wha t  t he y  wish whe n  t he y  d e m o n st r a t e  “ r e g ul a r  a n d  up r ig ht  c o n d uc t .” 
 
W hil e  we  a r e  in  t r a in in g , m o r a l  p r in c ip l e s a r e  st a t e d  p r e sc r ip t iv e l y , a s g uid e l in e s t ha t  
p r e sc r ib e  wha t  we  sho ul d  a n d  sho ul d  n o t  d o . As o ur  in wa r d  in it ia t io n  p r o g r e sse s, t ho se  
sa m e  st a t e m e n t s o f  m o r a l  p r in c ip l e  b e c o m e  d e sc r ip t iv e . I n st e a d  o f  b e in g  r ul e s b y  whic h 
we  sho ul d  c o n st r a in  o ur  b e ha v io r , t he y  f l o w n a t ur a l l y  f r o m  o ur  in n e r  n a t ur e . An d  t his is 
n o t  b y  a d d in g  t he m  t o  o ur  in n e r  n a t ur e . Tha t  t r ue  in n e r  n a t ur e  is wit hin  y o u a l l  a l o n g , 
o b sc ur e d  o n l y  b y  a  c l ut t e r  o f  c o n f l ic t in g  sug g e st io n s t o  y o ur  sub c o n sc io us m in d . The  
t r a n sit io n  f r o m  r o ug h a shl a r  t o  p e r f e c t  a shl a r  is a c c o m p l ishe d  b y  r e m o v in g  wha t  is 
un n e e d e d .  
 
The  se e m in g  c o n f l ic t  b e t we e n  r e c t it ud e  a n d  a c t in g  o n  t he  l e v e l , t ho se  m o r a l  p r in c ip l e s 
t ha t  a r e  r e p r e se n t e d  e m b l e m a t ic a l l y  b y  t he  p l um b  a n d  t he  l e v e l , a r ise s o ut  o f  o ur  f e a r  o f  
wha t  o t he r s m ig ht  t hin k  o f  us. W it h t he  p r o g r e ss o f  o ur  in wa r d  in it ia t io n , o ur  in t uit io n s o f  
t he  t ho ug ht s a n d  f e e l in g s o f  o ur  f e l l o ws r ip e n , b y  a  win d in g  wa y , f r o m  a p p r e he n sio n  t o  
e m p a t hy , f r o m  c o n f o r m it y  t o  c o m p a ssio n , a n d  r a t he r  t ha n  g o v e r n in g , t he y  in f o r m . 
 
To  a n  e x t e n t  t his wil l  ha p p e n  sl o wl y  o v e r  t im e  if  y o u m e r e l y  p e r sist  in  sit t in g  t hr o ug h t he  
r it ua l  o n  t he  sid e l in s. Y o u a r e  we l l  a d v ise d , ho we v e r , t o  t a k e  m a t t e r s in  ha n d  a n d  
                                                 
* The Little Prince b y  A n t o i n e  d e  S a i n t -E x u p é r y .  T h i s  l i t t l e  b o o k  f o r  c h i l d r e n  h a s  m o r e  t o  s a y  t o  u s  t h a n  
a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e .  S e e  f o r  e x a m p l e  L' é s o té ris m e d u  Petit Prince d e S a int-E x u p é ry ,  b y  E m m a n u e l -Y v e s  
M o n i n .  
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p a r t ic ip a t e  m o r e  a c t iv e l y  in  y o ur  o wn  a d v a n c e m e n t . M e m o r iz in g  r it ua l  is a  f ir st  st a g e . 
Sub c o n sc io usn e ss in  a  f un d a m e n t a l  a sp e c t  is a  st o r e ho use  o f  m e m o r y . To  m e m o r iz e  t he  
wo r d s, y o u m ust  o p e n  a  c o n v e r sa t io n  wit h y o ur  sub c o n sc io us m in d . M a k e  he r  
a c q ua in t a n c e . She  wo r k s b y  a sso c ia t io n . B e  a l e r t  a s she  o f f e r s y o u a sso c ia t iv e  c l ue s t ha t  
wil l  he l p  y o u t o  r e m e m b e r  t he  wo r d s. M o v e  y o ur  b o d y  a n d  e n a c t  t he  wo r d s in  p o st ur e  
a n d  g e st ur e , a n d , a s y o u d o , im a g in e  y o ur se l f  in  y o ur  l o d g e  in  t he  p l a c e s whe r e  y o u wil l  
b e  t e l l in g  t his t o  n e w in it ia t e s.  
 
The  wo r d s a n d  im a g e s o f  r it ua l  p r o v o k e  t ho ug ht  a n d  r a ise  q ue st io n s in  y o ur  m in d . W r it e  
t he se  d o wn , a n d  whe n  y o u r e t ir e  a t  n ig ht  sp e n d  a  f e w m o m e n t s p o n d e r in g  t he m . The n  
whe n  y o u a wa k e n  in  t he  m o r n in g , l o o k  a g a in  a n d  se e  if  so m e  n e w in sig ht s ha v e  b e e n  
o f f e r e d  t o  y o u f r o m  wit hin . As y o u l e a r n , t hin k  a b o ut  ho w t o  a p p l y  t ho se  m e a n in g s t o  
sit ua t io n s in  y o ur  d a il y  l if e . At  f ir st  y o u wil l  r e c o g n iz e  p r a c t ic a l  a p p l ic a t io n s o n l y  
r e t r o sp e c t iv e l y  a s y o u t hin k  b a c k  o v e r  t he  e v e n t s o f  t he  d a y  a n d  we e k . W it h t im e  a n d  
p e r sist a n c e , t he  p r in c ip l e s t ha t  y o u im b ib e  f r o m  M a so n ic  r it ua l  b e g in  t o  in f o r m  y o ur  
r e sp o n se s. P a y  a t t e n t io n . L ist e n  t o  wha t  c o m e s f r o m  wit hin . This is in t uit io n :  in n e r  
t uit io n , t e a c hin g  f r o m  wit hin  y o u, f r o m  t he  sa m e  t e a c he r s who  ha v e  g uid e d  M a so n s f r o m  
t im e  b e y o n d  m e m o r y . 
 
As y o u wa t c h a n d  l ist e n  f r o m  t he  sid e l in e s, a s y o u a t t e n d  L o d g e  o f  I n st r uc t io n , a s y o u g o  
t o  r e he a r sa l s, e v e n  if  o n l y  t o  o b se r v e  a n d  t o  he l p  whe n  n e e d e d , a s y o u m o v e  t hr o ug h t he  
c ha ir s e n a c t in g  y o ur  p a r t  wit h y o ur  b r e t hr e n , e a c h p a r t  in  t ur n — b y  v ir t ue  o f  suc h 
“ ho m e wo r k ,” e v e r y  t im e  t he  o ut e r  in it ia t io n  c o m e s a r o un d  t he  c ir c l e  it  is a t  a  n e w l e v e l  o f  
a  wa x in g  sp ir a l . E a c h t im e , n e w d isc l o sur e s o p e n  t o  y o u, n e w in sig ht  in t o  t he  sig n if ic a n c e  
o f  t he  wo r d s, a n d  b e y o n d  wo r d s t he  sig n if ic a n c e  o f  t he  a c t io n s, t he  f l o o r  wo r k , t he  l ig ht s, 
o r n a m e n t s, j e we l s, f ur n it ur e , im p l e m e n t s, t he  o f f ic e r s a n d  t he ir  r o l e s—a l l  a sp e c t s o f  t he  
r it ua l  p r o g r e ssiv e l y  l ig ht  up  wit h m e a n in g , a n d  she d  l ig ht  e a c h o n  t he  o t he r s. As t ha t  l ig ht  
b r ig ht e n s a n d  sp r e a d s wit hin  y o u, a l l  t ha t  is n o t  o f  t ha t  l ig ht  n a t ur a l l y  f a l l s a wa y , a s 
sha d o ws, a n d  t he  l ig ht  sp r e a d s o ut wa r d l y  in  a l l  y o ur  r e l a t io n s wit h o t he r s, e a sil y , a s wa t e r  
f l o ws. This is t he  p r o g r e ss o f  y o ur  in n e r  in it ia t io n , a n d  t he  t r ue  m e a n in g  a n d  p ur p o se  o f  
t he  o ut e r .° 

                                                 
° P u b l i s h e d  i n  The Trowel Spring 2008 a nd  in The L od g eroom  M a g a z i n e I n t ern a t i on a l  N o v .  2007  
( V o l .  2 N o .  1 1 ) .  


