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M asonic init iat ion is a p rog ressive science:  a man st art s as Ent ered Ap p rent ice, is in du e 

cou rse p assed t o t h e deg ree of  Fellow  of  t h e Craf t , and event u ally is raised M ast er M ason. 
Th is p rog ression ref lect s h ow  w e acq u ire k now ledg e:  in su ccessive layers, or, t o u se t h e 

t erminolog y of  bu ilders, by su ccessive cou rses of  st ones or brick s, one layer bu ilding  u p on t h e 
p reviou s. I t  is imp ossible t o k now  everyt h ing  at  once. A man needs t ime t o t h ink  over w h at  h e h as 
learned, and so t o p rep are t o receive more lig h t . 

According ly, t h e t h ree M asonic deg rees corresp ond t o dif f erent  t ask s of  t h e I nit iat e. As an 
Ent ered Ap p rent ice, h e mu st  k now  h imself , mending  h is f law s and st reng t h ening  h is sp irit . As Fel-
low  of  t h e Craf t  h e w ill st u dy variou s su bj ect s w h ich  inf orm h im of  t h e g overning  ru les of  t h e Uni-
verse. I n t h e M iddle Ag es, t h e seven liberal art s and sciences w ere considered t h e ent ire body of  
lay k now ledg e, as dist inct  f rom t h eolog ical k now ledg e. 

I n 1 6 2 3 , Galileo Galilei w rot e in The Assayer:  “ P h ilosop h y is w rit t en in t h is g rand book , t h e 
u niverse, w h ich  st ands cont inu ally op en t o ou r g aze. Bu t  t h e book  cannot  be u nderst ood u nless 
one f irst  learns t o comp reh end t h e lang u ag e and read t h e ch aract ers in w h ich  it  is w rit t en. I t  is w rit -
t en in t h e lang u ag e of  mat h emat ics, and it s ch aract ers are t riang les, circles, and ot h er g eomet ric 
f ig u res w it h ou t  w h ich  it  is h u manly imp ossible t o u nderst and a sing le w ord of  it ;  w it h ou t  t h ese one 
is w andering  in a dark  labyrint h .” I n t h e labyrint h  of  N at u re and h er Universe, t h e Great  Arch it ect  of  
t h e Universe seeming ly p lays h ide and seek , now  revealing , now  concealing  H is g reat  t ru t h s. Th e 
Fellow  Craf t  w h o learns t o “ cu riou sly t race nat u re t h rou g h  h er variou s w inding s t o h er most  con-
cealed recesses” is rew arded by t h e vision of  t h e blazing  st ar. 

I n 1 8 7 2  Rev. W illiam B. Green w rot e:  “ S ome men — not  all men — see alw ays bef ore t h em 
an ideal, a ment al p ict u re if  you  w ill, of  w h at  t h ey ou g h t  t o be, and are not . W h oso seek s t o f ollow  
t h is ideal revealed t o t h e ment al vision, w h oso seek s t o at t ain t o conf ormit y w it h  it  w ill f ind it  
enlarg e it self , and remove f rom h im. H e t h at  f ollow s it  w ill imp rove h is ow n moral ch aract er;  bu t  t h e 
ideal w ill remain alw ays above h im and bef ore h im, p romp t ing  h im t o new  ex ert ions. W h at  is t h e 
nat u ral conscience if  it  be not  a condemnat ion of  ou rselves as w e are, mean, p it if u l, w eak , and a 
comp arison of  ou rselves w it h  w h at  w e ou g h t  t o be, w ise, p ow erf u l, h oly?  I t  is t h is I deal of  w h at  w e 
ou g h t  t o be, and are not , t h at , is symbolically p ict u red in t h e Blazing  S t ar.”  

Th e Blazing  S t ar is rep resent ed by a f ive-p oint ed st ar overlaid on a bu rst  of  f lames. Th e 
f ive-p oint ed st ar h as long  been an ex t remely imp ort ant  and rich  symbol. Ou r ancient  Brot h er P y-
t h ag oras t au g h t  abou t  it  in t erms of  nu mbers and g eomet ry.  

I n P yt h ag oras’ concep t ion, t h e nu mber ON E w as not  a nu mber bu t , rat h er, a p h ilosop h ical 
concep t :  t h e One, t h e I mmu t able Being . Th e nu mbers 2  and 3  w ere t h e f irst  nu mbers and t h ey 
w ere f eminine and mascu line, resp ect ively, t h u s op p osit e. 

Realit y, in h is view , w as divided int o p airs of  op p osit es — lig h t  and dark , h ot  and cold, and 
so on — and lif e is essent ially dialect ic;  t h e init iat e’s j ob is t o rest ore u nit y by conciliat ing  t h e op p o-
sit es w it h in h imself , t o discover h ow  t h ey are comp lement ary, and t o realize t h eir u nit y. 

Th e even nu mbers are f eminine, f or man can divide t h em ex act ly in h alf . I n Lat in, “ t o divide” 
is d i v i d ere, w h ich  is act u ally d u o -v i d ere, t o see t w o:  f irst ly man sees a p reg nant  w oman, and t h en 
h e sees h er w it h  h er baby. 

Th e f ive-p oint ed st ar is t h en symbolic of  rest ored Oneness, at  t h e h u man level. Recall t h e 
f amou s imag e by Leonardo da V inci of  a h u man f ig u re w h ose h ands and f eet  st ret ch  t o t h e low er 
f ou r p oint s of  a f ive-p oint ed st ar, w h ose h ead ( h is mind)  is called t o f u lf il t h e f if t h  p oint  above, and 
w h ose h eart  is in t h e cent er w h ere all f ive p oint s are u nif ied. Th e S t ar is blazing  becau se it  sp reads 
j oy, love and lig h t . 

Th e Fellow  of  t h e Craf t  is now  ready f or h is last  ef f ort :  t o lif t  h is mind and h eart  t ow ard t h e 
Transcendent . 

M ay t h e G.A.O.T.U. assist  u s all t o accomp lish  t h is t ask , my Brot h ers. 


