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GREETINGS FROM THE SENIOR DEACON

Tribute to John Parlier— by Worshipful Brother Dan Rolon

Inspired by a man from North of the river.

Who sat in the East with a message to deliver.
The voice was somewhat soft on that night as we heard.
But it kept our attention on every word.

He applauded the lodge for it's hospitality,
the steaks, potatoes, and the fresh brewed sweet tea.
The message he brought was deep with warm feeling.
And his hopes I'm sure,

Were for us to get the meaning.
| thought to myself of the miles he had traveled,
And the men he had met there, on the level.

The lights were run by gas that night.

But from the East shone a very bright light.

This was a night for to be much thankful.

When Brothers met together in a Lodge in April.

CARING REPORT: Gregg Conley, Kimberly Austin, Rufus Smith, Bruce Pope,
Click Truitt, Richard Rozzelle’s son, Don Hudson, Grimes Byerly’s son, A.W. Mor-
ris, Jim Rader, Jim Yount, Jack Bridges, Bob Gregg, Jim Barker, Burl Lehman,
Debbie Crenshaw and Family, Jerry Johnson’s daughter, Bob Patton, Darrell
Chapman, Charles Meadows, Herbert Chilton, Jr. , David Reep, Tony Walker &
Riverside Lodge, and the Kenneth Jarrett family all need our prayers and
attention.
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“MERIDIAN” by Worshipful Brother Lee Spach

As referenced by the Junior Warden’s statement, “ ...sun at meridian is the...”

Which “meridian” is the JW referencing in this statement? Most believe that it is the definition used in astron-
omy. What do you think?

Meridian (astronomy)

In the sky, a meridian is an imaginary great circle(a) on the celestial sphere(b). It
passes through the north point on the horizon, through the celestial pole, up to the
zenith(c), through the south point on the horizon, and through the nadir(d), and is
perpendicular to the local horizon.

Zenith
-

Because it is fixed to the local horizon, stars (such as the SUN) will appear to drift g f )
past the local meridian as the earth spins. You can use an object's right ascension o
and the local sidereal time to determine when it will cross your local meridian, or cul-

minate (see hour angle). The upper meridian is the half above the horizon, the ;

lower meridian the half below it. /7 R -

(a) A great circle is a circle on the surface of a sphere that has the same circumfer- ; __:«-"*-t«“f
ence as the sphere, dividing the sphere into two equal hemispheres. Nt

(b) the celestial sphere is an imaginary rotating sphere of "gigantic radius", concen- &
tric and coaxial with the Earth. All objects in the sky can be thought of as lying upon & "*\
the sphere. £ N * N

(c) In broad terms, the zenith is the direction pointing directly above a particular loca- \‘
tion (perpendicular, orthogonal). Since the concept of being above is itself somewhat , *— -
vague, scientists define the zenith in more rigorous terms. Specifically, in astronomy, *
geophysics and related sciences (e.g., meteorology), the zenith at a given point is Bs,
the local vertical direction pointing away from direction of the force of gravity at that ’

location.

Celestial Sphere

Ilustrations by Greg Smye-Rumsby NMM London
(d) The nadir (from Arabic nazir, "opposite") is the astronomical term for the
point in the sky directly below the observer, or more precisely, the point in the sky with an inclination of —90°.
In simple terms, if you are standing on the earth, it is the direction "down" toward your feet. Geometrically, it is
the point on the celestial sphere intersected by a line drawn from the observer's location on the Earth's surface
through the center of the Earth. The point opposite the nadir is the zenith. Nadir also refers to a downward-
facing viewing angle of an orbiting satellite, such as is employed during remote sensing of the atmosphere.

Meridian (geography)

A meridian is an imaginary line on the Earth's surface from the North Pole to the South Pole that connects all
locations with a given longitude. The position of a point on the meridian is given by the latitude. Each meridian
is perpendicular to all circles of latitude at the intersection points. Each is also the same size and is half of a
great circle on the Earth's surface.

Since the meridian that passes through Greenwich, England, establishes the meaning of zero degrees of lon-
gitude, or the Prime Meridian, any other meridian is identified by the angle, referenced to the center of the
earth as vertex, between where it and the prime meridian cross the equator. As there are 360 degrees in a
circle, the meridian on the opposite side of the earth from Greenwich (which forms the other half of a circle
with the one through Greenwich) is 180° longitude, and the others lie between 0° and 180° of West longitude
in the Western Hemisphere (west of Greenwich) and between 0° and 180° of East longitude in the Eastern
Hemisphere (east of Greenwich).

The term "meridian" comes from the Latin meridies, meaning "midday"; the sun crosses a given meridian mid-
way between the times of sunrise and sunset on that meridian. The same Latin stem gives rise to the terms
A.M. and P.M. used to disambiguate hours of the day when using the 12-hour clock.

Sources: http://www.nmm.ac.uk/server/show/nav.005 and http://en.wikipedia.org
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Lodge Events Calendar JUNE 2007
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