July 18, 2012

Mr. Simon Greenleaf
123 Maple Street
Floodwood, MN  55________

RE:  Election to Receive Degrees

Dear Mr. Greenleaf:

    It is my pleasure to enclose this personal letter of congratulations with the Secretary’s official notification of your election to receive the degrees of Freemasonry. Through the ages free men everywhere have aspired to membership in this great fraternal order, and only as the mysteries of Masonry have unfolded before them have they comprehended fully the honor bestowed upon them.

    The spirit with which you approach your Masonic experience will determine largely how much it will mean to you. One seeking material reward in some selfish form is likely to derive little benefit. One with “a sincere wish to be serviceable to his fellow creatures,” as expressed in his application “thereby entering with the desire to give of himself in service, sacrifice and fellowship will surely reap a hundred-fold.

    Come to your Initiation prepared for a time-honored and memorable ceremony. Dismiss from your mind any of those harmless jokes you may have heard about “riding the goat” and so on. As you knock at the door of this venerable institution, enter only with the prayer in your heart that you may be found worthy.

    Please invite any relatives and friends whom you understand are Master Masons to attend your Initiation. They will be warmly welcomed. It is considered an honor in Masonry to be present when someone you know is receiving the degrees.

    I wish for you successful programs in your Masonic work and true happiness in your new associations. As we come together in the close fellowship of the Lodge, feel free to call upon me at any time for such advice and assistance as I may be able to provide.

    On behalf of all the officers and members of _________ Lodge, I extend to you a hearty welcome and every good wish.

Sincerely yours,

Joe Mason, Worshipful Master
