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				THE CRADLE AND THE LODGE


What similarity is there between a Cradle and a Lodge?  They both are symbolic of a new beginning.  Our hopes and wishes may be centered around a cradle which contains a newborn child, and hope for the future.

If you will recall your early childhood, and how your thoughts and actions influenced those  in whom you came in contact with.  And as you grew into maturity, how these same thoughts and actions helped shape the outcome of not only your life, but also those in whom you came in contact with throughout your life.

Let’s look at the Lodge.  Symbolically, it too became the Cradle, as we make our entrance into a new world. The cable-tow is removed once we have taken upon ourselves the Obligation at the Altar. A strong invisible bond, which unites us for service to our fellowman, throughout our adult life.  Actually, and Entered Apprentice learns who he is, why he is here, and what he is here to do.  You may also recall in the Master Mason degree, where we are symbolically initiated into that eternal life in our time.  Once we have discovered that our Creator is within us, we are then a free man, erect, unafraid and happy. Capable of knowing and understanding our fellow man, which is the basis of brotherhood.

Let the Cradle, which rocks endlessly, and takes us from our elevated pride, teaching us humility and charity, and when we have attained this, we can truly say we have united the Cradle and the Lodge.



Fraternally,

Bob
