1561 – Lodge Toryglen, Glasgow – 1561

                                                                              ~ Opening the Lodge ~


DOC

Brethren, be upstanding to receive the RWM and his OB’s.

The PM’s and OB’s line up on the three sides of the carpet. The RWM makes his way to the E, when in position nods to the DOC

DOC
The OB’s will take up their respective position in the lodge, and the brethren please be seated.

RWM

Brethren please be upstanding and assist me to open this lodge.

RWM 
WJW what is the first and constant care to be observed in all lodges of FM’s assembled?

WJW

To prove the lodge to be closed tyled RWM.

RWM

Then you will direct that duty to be done.

WJW

WIG it is the RWM command that you prove the lodge closed tyled.

WIG

(knocks once which is answered by the tyler)



That duty has been attended to, and the lodge stands closed tyled WJW.

WJW
Thank you WIG. RWM that duty has been attended to and the lodge stands closed tyled.

RWM

Thank you WJW. WSW what is the next care?

WSW
To see that none but FM’s are present, that they are properly clothed, and stand to order at your command RWM.

RWM
Thank you WSW. WW’s S and W, are you both satisfied that all present are FM’s and as such entitled to remain?

WJW

Not satisfied in the S, RWM.

WSW

Not satisfied in the W, RWM.

RWM
Neither are we here in the E. Will the brethren of Lodge Toryglen please be seated, visitors remain upstanding until properly vouched for.

The DOC comes to the centre of the carpet, and commencing from the SE corner, proceeds to have the visitors proved. When this duty is complete, the DOC informs the RWM that all brethren have been properly vouched for.

RWM
WW’s S and W, are you now both satisfied that all present are FM’s and as such entitled to remain?

WJW
Satisfied in the S, RWM

WSW
Satisfied in the W, RWM

RWM
So are we in the E. Be upstanding Brethren. To order as EAFM’s. 

I acknowledge the correctness of the sign.

RWM
WSW wherein do FM’s meet?

WSW
Within the body of a lodge, just, perfect and regular RWM.

RWM
Is this such a lodge WSW?

BB prepares VoSL and SqC to suit. Nods to RWM then returns to his station.

WSW
It is RWM, for I see before me the three great though Em lights in FM, namely the VSL lying open with the Sq. and C resting thereon, together with a charter or warrant from the GLoS authorising us to hold a lodge and to confer degrees and a sufficient number of duly qualified brethren present to hold and constitute the same RWM.

RWM
Thank you WSW. How many OB’s constitute a lodge WSW?

WSW
Seven or more RWM. Namely the RWM in the E, the W S and J Wds, the W S and J Dcs, the IG and the OG or T RWM.

RWM 
Thank you WSW. WJW the OG or T being stationed outside the door of the lodge, will you define his duties and why he is so placed?

WJW
That he is armed with a drawn sword, to ward off all cowans and eavesdroppers. To admit brethren on proof and see that all candidates come properly prepared RWM.

RWM
Thank you WJW. WIG where is your constant place in the lodge?

WIG
At the door and inside the lodge room RWM.

RWM
What are your duties whilst you are so placed WIG?

WIG
To admit brethren on proof, to see that the candidates come properly prepared and to obey the commands of the WJW in the S RWM.

RWM 
Thank you WIG. WJD where is your constant place in the lodge?

WJD
At or near the right of the WSW in the W RWM.

RWM
What are your duties whilst you are so placed WJD?

WJD
To carry all messages and communications from the WSW in the W to the WJW in the S. To see the same punctually obeyed, and to assist at the preparation for initiation, passing and raising of all candidates RWM.

RWM 
Thank you WJD. WSD where is your constant place in the lodge?

WSD
At or near the right of you, the RWM in the E RWM.

RWM
What are your duties whilst you are so placed WSD?

WSD
To carry all messages and communications from you, the RWM in the E to the WSW in the W, there to await the return of the WJD should that be necessary and to be present at the preparation for the initiation, passing and raising of all candidates RWM.

RWM
Thank you WSD. WJW where is your constant place in the lodge?

WJW
In the S RWM

RWM
What are your duties whilst you are so placed WJW?

WJW
To mark the sun at its meridian, to call the brethren from labour to refreshment or refreshment to labour as the case may be, charging them to keep within due hail and to come when called upon, so that the result may be one of profit as well as pleasure thereby RWM.

RWM
Thank you WJW. WSW where is your constant place in the lodge?

WSW
In the W RWM.

RWM
What are your duties whilst you are so placed WSW?

WSW
To mark the setting sun, to assist you the RWM at the opening and closing of the lodge. Lockfast all tools, jewels and other emblems of the craft, pay craftsmen their wages should any be due, see that none go away dissatisfied, peace and harmony being the sure strength and support of all well regulated institutions, but more especially this ancient and honourable one of our’s RWM.

RWM 
Thank you WSW. IPM Bro. _______ when you were made a mason, where stood the Master?

IPM 
In the E RWM.

RWM
What are his duties whilst he is so placed?

IPM
As the sun that great and glorious luminary of God’s majesty and power rises in the E to open and enlighten the day, so the RWM rises in the E of his Lodge to open it and to instruct his brethren in good and wholesome instruction in Fmy in so far as his ability will allow and they in their several capacities may uptake RWM.

RWM
Thank you IPM Bro. _______. And so I will do brethren, to the best of my ability, but before declaring this lodge open, let us invoke the blessing of the GaoTU on all our lawful undertakings.

Prayer said SMIB

RWM 
Then take note brethren, in the name of the GAoTU and by virtue of the powers conferred on me, I hereby declare this Lodge, Lodge Toryglen Glasgow numbering 1561 on the roll of the GLoS open for business in the 1st or EA degree and all this I do by, take note WSW -----.

Repeated down to Tyler. BB prepares SqC appropriately and nods to RWM 

RWM
Whilst at work, let this be every brothers due guard and sign.


Please be seated brethren.
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