1561 – Lodge Toryglen, Glasgow – 1561

~ Signs & Secrets in the FC Degree ~


CM
Newly ObFCFM. Having taken the solemn Ob of a FCFM it is now my privilege and pleasure to put you in possession of the S & S of this degree.



First you are expected to stand perfectly erect, heels together feet in the form of a Sq.

You will now advance to me as you were taught as an EAFM that is by taking a short pace forward with your LF “STEP”, now bring the hollow of the RF to the heel of the LF. This was known as your first regular step in FMy. You will now take one short pace forward with your RF “STEP”, and bring the hollow of the LF to the heel of the RF. This is known as your 2nd regular step in FMy and it is in this position and this position only that the secrets of this degree will be communicated to you by myself with the aid of the WW’s.

The Candidate is asked to resume this position at the edge of the carpet.

CM

WSD Do you have a report to make at this time?

SD
I Have WCM. I had much pleasure in testing the candidate in the adjacent, and found him to be most proficient with all W’s, G’s and T’s.

CM
Thank you for that very fine report WSD. Let me congratulate you on your proficiency, of your W’s, G’s and T’s of your former degree, but before I continue I must ask you to pay particular attention to what is about to transpire between the WW’s and myself as this is done for the benefit of your instruction. We will begin where you left off in your former degree, that is the GG of an EAFM.


WJW from the GG of an EAFM will you be off or from?

WJW
From WCM.

CM
From what and, to what?

WJW

From the GG of an EAFM to the PG of a FCFM, WCM.

CM

From the GG of an EAFM to the PG of a FCFM, Pass.



WSW is this G complete?

WSW

No WCM, it demands a W.

CM

Will you give me that W, WSW?

WSW

(Replies).

CM 

WJW will you give me that W?

WJW

(Replies).

CM

How will we arrive at the W, WSW?

WSW

(Replies).

CM

Very well S it and begin.

WSW

(Replies).

CM

WJW, will you begin?

WJW

(Replies).

CM
You will note the C observed by the WW’s. This is to remind you that you must at all times observe C when dealing with MW’s and pass the initiative back to the interrogator, and on this occasion I being the interrogator, I will begin, and the W is………..

WSW

(Replies).

CM
A peculiar way of S C you may think, but again this is to teach you the lesson of C. As we are within the body of this warranted and well Tyled Lodge, I am permitted to tell you that the W is ___________ , and the meaning of the W is P. It can usually be depicted in a FCL on a tracing board by an E of C near a S or F of water.



WJW from the PG of a FCFM will you be off or from?

WJW

From WCM.

CM

From what, and to what?

WJW

From the PG of a FCFM to the GG of a FCFM, WCM.

CM

From the PG of a FCFM to the GG of a FCFM, Pass.



WSW is this G complete?

WSW

No WCM, it demands a W.

CM

Will you give me that W?

WSW

(Replies).

CM

WJW, will you give me the W?

WJW

(Replies).

CM

Again the WW’s are observing C when asked about the W.

I being the interrogator I must begin all MW’s. Very well, I will begin, and the W is WSW, __________.

WSW

(Replies).

WJW

(Replies).

CM
Once again a peculiar way of S C, but as before I am permitted to tell you that the W is ________ , and is derived from the RHP at the porch or entrance to KST and is called after ________ , the HP who officiated at the dedication of KST, and the meaning of the W is ________ , and when co-joined with the W of your former degree means to E, for the lord said “He shall build me a house and I will E his name forever”



WJW From the GG of a FCFM will you be off or from?

WJW

Off WCM.

CM

Then we can go no further.



WSW, what does a FM do with his LH?

WSW

Covers his W, WCM.

CM
Covers his W, so that the labours of the night can be continued by day and none of the outside world ba any the wiser.

CM
Thank you for your assistance WW’s, please resume your station within the Lodge.

WW’s Return to their stations.

CM
NObFCFM, the signs of this degree are again 3 in number. I shall demonstrate and explain, then you will copy my example.


The 1st sign is the sign of F which you are now adopting. This is emblematical of keeping the secrets of FMy in the safe and sacred repository of a faithful heart.


The 2nd sign is called the H sign or the sign of P and is done in this manner. It derives from the time that the I were fighting the A in the valley of R. It is said that when M held his arm in this position the I prevailed, but M being an old man, his arm grew tired and began to drop, thus the A prevailed. Now M sons seeing this immediately supported his arm with the R of G, thus resulting in a resounding victory for the I.


The 3rd sign is the P sign, and is done in this manner. You will recall earlier when you knelt before the A that place of all ML you swore on your Ob, that you would rather have your LB cut open in the form of a Sq, your H and V taken from within and cast over you RS.


These 3 signs co-joined form the working sign of this degree.

This sign should be demonstrated a few times, and remind the FC that he will have to give the sign

before retiring from the Lodge this evening.

CM
There is one other sign in this degree, it is called the STO sign and is done in this manner. This sign is given at the opening and closing of a FC Lodge, when the RWM will say “To O Brethren, as a FCFM”. You will adopt this position, then turn your H and E’s to the right thus helping your RWM to prove his Lodge by ensuring that the brother on your immediate right is adopting the same position. The RWM will then say “I acknowledge the correctness of the sign”. You will drop both hands and come back to F.


The K of this degree are again 3 in number. The RWM will demonstrate the K of your former degree……. Now the K of this degree. Should you arrive late one evening and the lodge is already open, you will clothe yourself properly,sign the S book, come to the door of the Lodge, make yourself known to the Tyler. He will then give an alarm and by the K he gives, you will be able to tell which degree the lodge is in. When you are admitted you will come to the F then enter, you will Sq the C and address the RWM “Apologies for being late RWM”, give the correct WS then the RWM will return that sign and you will quietly find a seat in the body of the Lodge.

Should you wish to retire early from a Lodge of FCFM you will await an opportune moment, come to the edge of the C where you now stand, and address the RWM “RWM have I your permission to retire?” in all probability he will say “you have make your stay short” You will give the sign and leave the Lodge quickly and quietly. However should he feel that your presence is necessary to complete the business of the evening, then it is his right to ask you to remain.


That concludes the signs and secrets of this degree as taught to me in my ML Lodge Toryglen Glasgow No.1561. I charge you Brother never give these signs in a slovenly manner, as it will bring discredit, not only to yourself, but to this your ML and to me who taught them to you this evening.

In due and Ancient form.
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