1561 – Lodge Toryglen, Glasgow – 1561

~ Apron in the E A Degree ~


	APRON


	W.S.W. - 
	BRE. BY COMMAND OF THE R.W.M. IT’S NOW MY PLEASURE TO INVEST YOU WITH THE DISTINGUISHING BADGE OF AN E.A.FM. THUS:  IT IS MORE ANCIENT THAN THE GOLDEN FLEECE OR ROMAN EAGLE, MORE HONOURABLE THAN THE ORDER OF THE GARTER OR ANY OTHER ORDER IN EXISTENCE, IT BEING THE BADGE OF INNOCENCE, AND THE BOND OF FRIENDSHIP AND I STRONGLY EXHORT YOU EVER TO WEAR AND CONSIDER IT AS SUCH.   YOU WILL OBSERVE THAT THIS APRON IS MADE OF LAMB’S SKIN, AND AS THE LAMB HAS BEEN IN ALL AGES THE ACKNOWLEDGED EMBLEM OF INNOCENCE AND PURITY, IT WILL REMIND YOU OF THAT PURITY OF LIFE AND ACTIONS WHICH SHOULD AT ALL TIMES DISTINGUISH A FM.   I TRUST YOU MAY LIVE MANY YEARS TO WEAR IT WITH PLEASURE TO YOURSELF, USEFULNESS TO THE CRAFT, AND HONOUR TO THE LODGE IN WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN INITIATED, AND LET ME FURTHER EXHORT YOU NEVER TO DISGRACE IT FOR YOU MAY BE ASSURED THAT IT WILL NEVER DISGRACE YOU.   I MUST FURTHER ADD TO THESE OBSERVATIONS THAT YOU ARE NEVER TO PUT ON THAT BADGE SHOULD YOU BE ABOUT TO ENTER A LODGE WHERE THERE IS A BRO. WITH WHOM YOU ARE AT VARIANCE OR AGAINST WHOM YOU ENTERTAIN ANY ANIMOSITY.   IN SUCH CASES IT IS EXPECTED YOU WILL INVITE HIM TO RETIRE IN ORDER THAT YOU MAY SETTLE YOUR DIFFERENCE AMICABLY, AND IF THAT BE HAPPILY EFFECTED YOU MAY THEN CLOTHE YOURSELVES, ENTER THE LODGE AND WORK TOGETHER WITH THAT LOVE AND HARMONY WHICH SHOULD AT ALL TIMES CHARACTERISE F.MY. BUT SHOULD YOUR DIFFERENCES BE OF SUCH A NATURE AS NOT TO BE SO EASILY ADJUSTED, IT WOULD BE BETTER THAT ONE OR BOTH OF YOU RETIRE RATHER THAN THE HARMONY OF THE LODGE TO BE DISTURBED BY YOUR PRESENCE.   
(CANDS. THEN GET CONDUCTED TO N.E. FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTION.)
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