Sievers Lodge 491

Free and Accepted Masons

By-Laws

(Revised May 2007)

Article 1

_ CHARTER _

Section 1

This lodge shall be known and hailed as Sievers Lodge # 491 Free and Accepted Masons, possessing all power and privileges of a subordinate lodge, holding in unclaimed charter of authority duly granted by the Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kentucky, Free and Accepted Masons, located in the city of Louisville, State of Kentucky and whose Constitution, Laws, and Edicts, implicit respect and obedience shall be paid by the members of Sievers Lodge #491 F. & A.M. of Nancy, Kentucky.

Section 2

The regular communication of Sievers Lodge shall be held on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month for the transaction of business and work. The hour of assembly shall be 7:30 PM.

Article 2

_ MEMBERSHIP & MEMBERS DUTIES _

Section 1

The members of this lodge are all who have been, or may be, initiated, or elected to membership herein, and who have subscribed their names to these by-laws, and who have not demitted or been excluded for unmasonic conduct.

Section 2

The duties of the members of this lodge are primarily divided into three classes; Toward God, Neighbors, and Themselves.

Toward God:

To respect the name, and exalt the honor of the Grand Master in Heaven., and ever to allude to him with that profound respect due from the creature to the Creator; likewise to love, honor, and obey the Holy Bible, the word of God, as the only Masonic guide of faith and practice.

Toward their neighbor:

To do unto others as in like circumstances they would have others do unto them.

Toward Themselves:

To avoid all irregularity and intemperance which might impair their faculties, or debase the dignity of their profession. The duties of the members of this lodge are secondarily divided into three classes, toward and Individual Brother, This Lodge, and the Body of Masonry.

Toward an Individual Brother:

To aid him in the hour of difficulty; console him in the hour of grief, relieve him in distress; council him when astray; and pray for him at all times; to avoid every word and act that might injure him in person, character, purse, or feeling.

Toward this Lodge:

To obey these by-laws and all other of its rules, edicts, as well in sprit as in letter; to uphold all its lawful interest, and extend the honor of its name throughout the Masonic World.

Toward the Body of Masonry:

To support the constitution of the Grand Lodge of the State of Kentucky, which is the conservator of the order in this Jurisdiction, and see that none of the ancient landmarks of Masonry are removed or overthrown.

Article 3

_OFFICERS_

Section 1

The officers of the Lodge shall consist of a Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Senior and Junior Deacons, Tiler, Senior and Junior Stewards, Chaplain, and three Trustees.

Section 2

Elective Officers are The Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, Senior and Junior Deacons, Secretary, Treasurer, Tiler, and three Trustees. These officers shall at the discression of the Lodge be nominated and duly elected by the usual voting sign.

Section 3

The Senior and Junior Stewards and Chaplain of the Lodge shall be appointed by the Master.

Article 4

_DUTIES OF OFFICERS_

Section 1

The Master shall preside over the meetings of the Lodge and enforce due observance of the laws of the Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, see that all officers discharge their duties, convene special meetings when he deems it necessary, appoint all committees, have the casting vote in all cases of ties, but he is entitled to only one vote.He is to issue notices to members when necessary, sign all authorized legal documents. The Master is ex-officio member of all committees.

Section 2

The Senior Warden and Junior Warden shall assist the Master in discharging all of his duties, and in his absence perform the according to custom. The Senior and Junior Wardens shall be ex-officio members of all standing committees.

Section 3

The Treasurer shall receive and take charge of all monies and properties, giving his receipt, pay all orders drawn on the lodge, tender a true and accurate report when required. (The bond of the Treasurer shall be paid by the lodge.)

Section 4

The Secretary shall keep an impartial record between the lodge and its members, record in full its proceedings, write all correspondence required of him by virtue of his office, draw all authorized orders by the lodge, on the Treasury, signed by the Treasurer and attested by the Secretary. The Secretary shall have the Lodge Seal in his exclusive possession and be responsible therefore, should it be used unlawfully. The Secretary shall receive all monies due the Lodge, pay same to the Treasurer taking his receipt for the same; notify all members who are in arrears for dues; submit a report to the lodge each meeting and report to the District Deputy Grand Master of District 23, Submit Annual Grand Lodge Return on or before September 20th of each year. (The bond of the Secretary shall be paid by the lodge before he enters the duties of his office as provided by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky.)

Article 5

_MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS_

Section 1

All applications for initiation shall be in writing, signed by the petitioner specifying the requirements of the Grand Lodge Book of Constitutions, including the form of petition, greetings, vouchers, investigations, report of the investigations and ballots. The petition for affiliation by transfer and dual membership shall comply with the Grand Lodge Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky.

Section 2

The fees for conferring the Three Degrees of this lodge shall be $120.00, and shall be collected in the manner described below:

$30.00 at time of Petition.

$30.00 at time of Initiation.

$30.00 at time of Passing.

$30.00 at time of Raising.

$120.00

Yearly dues for this lodge are $44.00. Any dues assessment by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kentucky will automatically be reflected in the yearly dues amount of Sievers Lodge, and will be rounded to the next highest dollar.

Section 3

All members of Sievers Lodge will be responsible for paying yearly dues as described in Section 154 of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky’s Book of Constitutions. The dues of the Lodge shall be due on January 1 each year, and payable in advance for the full year,except as provided by law as to Provisional Demits. Dues for each year shall be delinquent on April 1, and the delinquent members shall be subject to suspension on the stated meeting of the Lodge in June.

Section 4

A petitioner for the degrees of Masonry shall not be present at Lodge Hall until he has been balloted on and approved to receive the three degrees of Masonry. The time between petition and initiation or affiliation and Ballot thereon, and the time between each degree shall be a minimum of one lunar month. As dictated by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kentucky Constitution Section 143.

Article 6

_TRUSTEES AND COMMITTES_

Section 1

Three Trustees shall be elected by the Lodge at a regular election date, on or before December 27th of each year. The trustees shall be responsible for securing proper insurance on the Lodge properties, extended coverage and liabilities in the areas of concern sixty days before the expiration of insurance. The trustees shall inspect the renewal of the insurance policy and make recommendations to the Lodge on additions or alterations in a report at a stated meeting. The trustees shall take charge of all leasing of rental property of the Lodge and bring them before the lodge for approval. All leasing maintenance shall be overseen by the trustees.

Section 2

A custodian shall be paid by the Lodge as agreed by the Lodge. The Lodge may reduce or increase the pay as deemed necessary.

Section 3

The Resolution Committee upon notice of the Master or Secretary will sign the resolution and respect documents to be presented to the family of a deceased brother.

Section 4

If a distressed brother, his wife, widow, or orphans are in need of funds a committee shall be appointed by the Master to investigate and report to the Lodge of their findings and recommendations for appropriate relief.

Section 5

The Audit Committee shall comply with the Grand Lodge of Kentucky in regards to auditing the Secretary and Treasurer.

Section 6

An Investigation Committee of three shall be appointed to investigate new membership petitions. This committee shall work as a group to form a general consensus of a petitioner’s way of life and conduct. This committee will be responsible to investigate the petitioners back ground, including any type of criminal charges that have been filed in the past or present. Investigators shall meet with both the petitioner and the petitioner’s family and consult with them about any questions they may have about the Masonic body. The Investigation Committee will then return a favorable or non-favorable report at the next stated communication. Investigation of petitioners is a very serious matter as

to the future of masonry, and Investigators shall execute this duty in the most thorough

and professional manner.

Section 7

The second and fourth Tuesday of each month shall be the regular communication of Sievers Lodge. The order of Business of the Lodge shall be conducted in the manner below:

· Reading of Minutes
· Bills and Communications

· Report of Special Committees

· Balloting of Petitions

· Unfinished Business

· Initiation and Conferring of Degrees

Article 7

_UN-MASONIC OFFENCES_

Section 1

Unmasonic Offences shall be dealt with in accordance with the constitution of the Most

Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kentucky.

Section 2

It is the duty of every Freemason to obey the moral law, to be neither an atheist nor a skeptic, but be a good man and true, to live in peace, practice charity. It is also his duty to institute friendship, morality, and brotherly love; not only in his Lodge, but in his home and before the entire world. It is also his duty to keep the meaning of masonry in his heart and to aid and assist a brother who has gone astray. However if a brother has committed a Masonic offence it is also the duty of a mason to bring charges against an offender as he deems that there is not an alternate way to rectify a brother’s conduct.

Article 8

_BY-LAW CHANGES_

Section 1

Any member of Sievers Lodge, who wishes to alter or amend any of the by-laws, shall propose the amendment in writing, stating the article and section to be amended, at a stated meeting of the lodge. The article to be amended shall layover for a period of 28 days. After all members of the lodge are notified in accordance with the constitution of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kentucky.

Section 2

To adopt an article or amendment, the lodge must vote on this issue. The article or amendment must have a 2/3 majority vote. Furthermore, the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kentucky must approve this article or amendment.

Respectfully submitted to Sievers Lodge #491 Free and Accepted Masons, and the By-laws Committee of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Kentucky.

Submitted this _________ day of ______________________ 2007.

_____________________________________

John W. Johnson

Master Sievers Lodge #491 F&AM

Nancy Kentucky
Approved by the members and By-Laws Committee of Sievers Lodge #491 Free and

Accepted Masons, and respectfully submitted to the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of

Kentucky this ________ day of _____________________2007.

By-Laws Committee Members:

Brother: Signature:______________________________________________
Brother: Signature:______________________________________________
Brother: Signature:______________________________________________
