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23.01 Chapter Shall Adopt. All Chapters in the jurisdiction shall adopt anew the Uniform Code of Bylaws prescribed for the use of constituent chapters; but the chapters may adopt such additional Bylaws as their necessities may require, if the Bylaws are in conformity with the laws of Capitular Masonry. The Grand High Priest may approve the adoption of such Uniform Code, and subsequent amendments thereto, without reference to the Grand Chapter. No resolution having the effect of a Bylaw shall be adopted by a subordinate Chapters. Further provided that all changes in Chapter Bylaws, authorized by action of the Grand Chapter, shall be effective immediately with no further action required of the Constituent Chapter except that of bringing their Bylaws into conformity with the newly adopted changes.

23.02 Amendment, Effective When. Amendments of the Bylaws of a constituent Chapter: (1) fixing the time of convocation, (2) amount of annual dues, and (3) amount of fees for degrees or for membership, when not less than the minimum annual dues or the minimum fees permissible under the Code of the Grand Chapter, shall become effective upon approval by the constituent Chapter without further action by the Grand High Priest. Any other Bylaws which conform with the uniform Code shall become effective upon approval by the Grand High Priest. All other Bylaws shall become effective, if and when, approved by the Grand High Priest with the advice, consent and approval of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, and shall remain in effect unless thereafter disapproved or modified by the Grand Chapter.

Section 1. The name of this chapter is           Chapter No.
        Royal Arch Masons, located at           (address) of           (city/town) in the County of           and in the State of Ohio.

Section 2. The elective officers of this chapter shall be a High Priest, King, Scribe, Treasurer, Secretary, Captain of the Host, Principal Sojourner,   Royal Arch Captain, three Masters of the Veils   and a Guard, who shall be elected by ballot and who shall be installed on the night of their election or at a stated or special convocation held within the time specified by the Grand Chapter.

The appointive officer shall be a   Royal Arch Captain, three Masters of the Veils and a   Chaplain who shall be appointed prior to the installation of officers.

(Note: In this section the chapter may change the language to provide that the Royal Arch Captain and the three Masters of the Veils may be appointed, also, it may create such other offices as it may deem proper, which additional offices so created may be filled by appointment or by election, but the Bylaw must specifically state which. Trustees may be elected or appointed, but the method of selection must be clearly stated in the Bylaws. A Senior Steward and Junior Steward may be appointed. All officers, elective or appointive, shall make the declaration of fealty and all line officers, chaplain and stewards shall be installed.)

[Note: In the electronic form, the Royal Arch Captain and the three Masters of the Veils must be deleted from either the elected or appointed officer list.]

Section 3. The stated convocations of this chapter shall be held on the           of each month and the hour of assembly shall be           o’clock  .m.; (the following may or may not be adopted as options, but any such option, if selected, must be specifically stated) provided however, that when any special day mentioned below conflicts with a stated convocation, such convocation shall be as follows:

New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day on the        
;

Holy Thursday or Good Friday on the        
;

Memorial Day on the        
;

Independence Day (July 4th) on the        
;

Labor Day on the        
;

Thanksgiving Day on the        
;

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day on the        
;

Other (specify)           on the       
;

Special convocations may be called in accordance with, and only in accordance with, the provisions of the Code of the Grand Chapter of Ohio, namely, by the High Priest at a stated convocation or by written notice to the entire membership. (Section 100.05 of Code)
Section 4. The stated convocation of this chapter in June of each year shall be the regular annual convocation for the installation of officers. The officers shall be elected at the stated convocation in         . (Here insert May or June, as the Chapter shall determine) The officers shall be installed at the stated meeting in June or at a stated or special convocation thereafter. (Amended October 8, 1998)
Section 5. The fees for the degrees in this chapter shall be           Dollars (  $0.00  ) payable in full when the petition is presented, or, by unanimous consent of the chapter, divided as follows: Mark Master Degree           Dollars (  $0.00  ); Past Master Degree, no charge; Most Excellent Master Degree           Dollars (  $0.00  ); Royal Arch Mason Degree           Dollars (  $0.00  ). If the fee is paid in full, or if the Mark Master fee is on deposit, with unanimous consent, a single ballot for all the degrees may be had, but under no circumstances may a degree be conferred until the fee therefor is on deposit.

Petitions for degrees from members of Mark Master Lodges which are either chartered or recognized by the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Ohio shall be accepted in the same manner as any other petition for degrees. The fee charged shall be that stated in these Bylaws for the Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Degrees. (Section 31.02 d. and f., Grand Chapter Bylaws)
The fee for membership by affiliation shall be           Dollars (  $0.00  ).

(If chapter desires, it may add this paragraph to Section 5: “A member suspended at the expiration of the six months period for non-payment of dues and seeking restoration under Section 110.09 of the Code, shall deposit in addition to the dues owing from him the sum of           Dollar (  $0.00  ).”

The sum must be inserted in the blank and may not exceed $1.00.

Section 6. By unanimous consent of all members present, the investigating committee may report and the petition, or application for membership, be balloted on at the stated convocation at which it is presented; otherwise action thereon shall be taken at the next or some subsequent stated convocation opened in the Royal Arch Mason Degree, held within a reasonable time thereafter. (Section 114.01 of the Code)
Section 7. The Annual dues shall be           Dollars (  $0.00  ), payable on or before the first day of June. If such dues are not paid on or before June 30, notice shall be given at once by mail to each member who has not paid his dues. Failure to receive notice shall not excuse the non-payment of dues. (Section 110.03 of Code. May not be less than $5.00. Section 110.02 of Code.)
Section 8. Each High Priest, on the night of his election or installation, shall appoint a Finance Committee of three members whose duties shall be those prescribed in Section 104.05 of the Code of the Grand Chapter and such other duties as the High Priest may direct.

Section 9. Unless otherwise ordered by the High Priest, the following shall be the order of business at stated convocations of this chapter:

1. Reading of minutes

2. Reading and referring petitions

3. Receiving and acting on reports of committees

4. Balloting on applicants

5. Unfinished, new and miscellaneous business

6. Conferring degrees

(Note: Chapters may adopt such additional Bylaws as their necessities may require, if such Bylaws are in conformity with the law of Capitular Masonry. If such Bylaws are adopted, they should be inserted at this point and consecutively numbered, changing the number of the following section in accordance therewith.)

[Note: Attach any additional Bylaws to these Uniform Code of Bylaws beginning here and renumber Section 10 on the next page accordingly.]

Section 10. To amend these Bylaws, the resolution or proposal to amend must be in writing and must set forth in full the entire section as it then exists and also the entire section as it will exist if the proposed amendment is approved. The resolution or proposal must be read at the stated convocation at which it is presented, entered on the minutes and laid over to the next or subsequent stated convocation when a vote shall be had thereon. Written notice of said resolution or proposal shall be sent to all members by the Secretary not less than ten (10) days before the stated convocation at which such vote shall be taken.

If two-thirds (2/3) or more of the members present vote for the adoption thereof and if the amendment is subsequently approved by the Grand High Priest or other authority in accordance with the laws of the Grand Chapter of Ohio, it shall be declared adopted and shall become a part of these Bylaws.

(Amended October 8, 1980)

(Note: Chapters should not include provisions of the constitution, Bylaws or Code of the Grand Chapter in their Bylaws.)

These Bylaws were presented at a Stated Convocation, the entire membership notified, laid over until the next or a subsequent Stated Convocation and then voted upon and adopted the           day of          ,         .
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