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NEW JERSEY 1ODGE U,D, IN CALIFORNIA
In the YPLACER TIMESY the local newspaper of Sacramento, Celifomias,
was the following announcements

Saeremente, ipril 5, 1850

After amﬁiﬁg of the Vorshipful Masters
of the fo! Ancient York Masens, held ab
the Hasonie in Sacremento City; on April
5, Ade 3.8%3; %53 Brother Jolm 4, m@t' Conhis
scticut Lodge No, 753 &aswrwl Woods, Western
Star Lodge Nos 983 ghty, Hew Jevrsey
Lodge U.De.3 Be D Hyam, ﬁmicﬁ.a &d@ UsDey
on motion it was

Resolvedy That it is deemed expeds
form & Orand i.nﬂga in this ﬁ%ﬁm, and that a
convention be held for that purpose on April
17, 1850, at the @ii&yf of Sacramento, Also thab
all regular Lodges of Ancient York Masons of
the State of ealifanﬁa and a1l present and
Pagt Grand Officers be invited to attend said
convention,

Resolved, That above proceedings be pube
1ished in %s?m different newspapers of San
Franciseo and Sscvamento City.

It was further vesolved, That Prother
William M, Doughty be empowered %o forward a
copy of above resolutions to mryand all
legally constituted Lodges throughout the
State who are not here remanm to meed

with us in said conventions,

SASCHRL WOODS, Chairman,

While California and 1850 may secem a long waye off in time and place
to New Jersey and now, this newspaper repert gives mention of a New Jersey

pe Under Dispensation in Californisa.

I% has lm bsen held and frequently reported in the various histories
and reports about Freemesonyy in Hew Jersey that only once did the Grand
Lodge of New Jersey ever issue any authority to a grow of Masons from this
Stete of New Jersey to form and open a lodge under its authority to labor
outeide the jurisdiction of this State, That one occasion that is so often



elbed was in 1791 when the Grand Lodge of Wew Jersey gave a warrant to Dr,
William Bﬂmaﬁ; Jrey to labor in Hamilton County, in the Termitory Horthe
west of the Ohie Hiver, the present State of Ohio, 'i‘ha’% lodge was known
as Nova Smam Lodge Yo, 3.{3 (%zwa Caesarea Z*a%izxg %;im amienﬁ Lamn nasﬁe
for New Jersey). It has m name igmwpex*ataé :Lnﬁsa the name of that iﬁﬁga
‘which éﬁsmnéed from old ?&'ﬁ. 10 and still operates in ﬁinﬁﬁmati, Ohio, |
ag Nova amw&&mm I.e@a Noe 2, It is also .ﬁnmmmg to note that
Hova ﬁa@sm&ufiammy Lodge ﬁm 2 had a mg:siﬁ.mwb ym in %m Formation
and growth of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, |

In the later é‘aw, as noted in the nwspapw acwuzw in Gal;!.fvmﬂ.a in
1356, we agam #ind a New J&my Lodge U.D, playing a mg,nwmm% part in
the formabion of a Grand hd@, this time in California,

To set the record streight, we must mention that, although the newse
paper acoount sald State of vammm, %he truth is that California was a
Tervitory and that ﬁﬁaémhmé was not offiedally given until later that
year on September 9y 1850, This does not mesn that there must be a State
govexnment before a Grand Lodge may be formeds  many of our Territories and
had Grand Lodges before becoming Statesy while seme of our &%ﬁw éid not

inmediately organize Grand Lodges upon gaﬁ.ning Statehood,

50 to considey llew Jersey Lo 2}.33“ we wﬁm ﬁmt mmiéar the favts
in this ordewrs first, in Califormia, for there are some facts and recordss
secondy in New Jersey, to consider the persons involved and what can be
assumed from existing facts because &hs ?mamdings of the Crand Lodge of
Wew Jersey has no mention of this Hew Jm&y Lodge U.D., although there ism
no doubt that it was a }ﬁg&,ﬁmm dis

When James Marshall fouiid flecks of a shining metal in the mill race
of a zﬁé.n he was building for Captadln John Sutter on a stroam near &mmu

G

pensation,

mento, he probably had ne ides of the news his c%:mwm would maiaa when
1% turned out that this was gold, It put inte motion one of ths most ime



portant migrations this nation hm ever known = the Gold Rush of 1849
{Incidentally James mmm was born in ﬁaya, Hunberdon ﬁim%y, New Jersey.
He was a member of %mﬁm bh&pﬁar Hoe 2, 3&*5, in ﬂaﬁﬁm, although his
lodge is not k:nm.)

| E%z;y of ’blm% m f«m’.@m the ”mﬁnﬁeﬁ to the pot of gold" W‘E in
wkm:h bore authority to fﬂm and hold .“wégas in the gﬁld rush counte

ry; A:% the time of t.haa arnouncement in the ﬁmpagar for April 5, 1850,
as m'h@é abow, mam weve the fumw Hasonie Lodges au*bfmm%ei as fole
1owss {ma see accompanying ci‘sawbd ‘
1o Western Star W Noo 98 (Missouri)
2, California Lodge No. 13 (District of Columbia)
3, Pacific Lodge U.D. (Loulsiana) |
i&« ﬁavy Crockett Mga ’Eh@. (Im&aim}
B Connecticut Lodge No, 75 (Commscticut)
&, New Jersey Lodge H*i}; (New Jersey)
7. Sierre Lodge U.D, (Indiana)
8, Lavely Ledge U.D, (Tllinois)
9e Pacific Todge U.D, (Illineis)
10, Gregory Yale Lodge U,D. (Florida)
11, Lafayette Lodge No. 29 (Wisconsin)
ﬁh@m were in mmm some a‘:‘iw %m mm%t&.ma that were given
for lﬁdgaa wh&.ah had gmmbiar not apmci as lodges, or maybe ﬁm dispensge
tions had never reached California,

The first meeting for the formetion of & Crand Lodg
took place on March 13, 1850, when the representatives of Vestem Star
Lodge No, 98 of Bemton City, Upper Californiay Pacifie Lodge
Bemicdag and ﬁw Jersey Lodge

Y,Ds 8%

U.De at Sacramento, met in an aaamm;y and
formed the CGrand Lodge of %”%?sse and Accepted Ancient York Masons of Cali=
fornia and aﬁ@gﬁ.@d a8 amtﬁ&ﬁm for the same.



Now in the next few days following that action thare are some things
that ‘took place for which there is no good emplanation as £¢a why and there
is no record to document it, It seemed, however that there was some quese
‘bion a8 to the legelity of the actions under which the deed was dones
firsty California Lodge No, 13 had not attended the meeting, indeed, it
may not have been invited); semond, thers was a question of the legality
exr logitimacy of Pacific Lodge U.De, which was under dispensation from
the Urand I:e;éga of Ancient York Masons of Louisiana, & Grand lodge that
- was at that time under challenge as bo its regularity; third, Wew Jersey
Lodge U,D, (a dispensation from the Deputy Grand Master of New Jersey,
which wes a valid dispensation) was a questionable participant in the
proceedings because thers was a question as %o whether a lodge while undey
dispensation may legslly participate in the formation of a Grand Lodge,
even though the dispensation may be adequate and legitinate,

I% might be worth noting here that in February 1850 the problems bthat
arose to question the legality of the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons
of Louisians wers resolved and that Grand Lodge was recognized a3 a rege
uléz* Grand Lodga, 80 the second point above was not really a challenge,
although this information had not reached California due to the difficulties
i commnication in that day. -

In order to remove any doubt as to the legitimacy of a Grand Lodge to
be established in California and before a Grend Master was clected, these
organizers from the March assembly met on April 15, 1850, and reseinded
the action of March 13, 1850,

In the notdoe for the fpril S summons for the lodges to meet in Cone

vention at Dacramento on fpril 17, 1850, this was the time to form a regu=
m Urand Lodge. The three duly warranted lodges whiah mat weres
1. Californiaz Lodge No. 13 (warrant from the District of
Columbia and which beeame No. L.



2, Western Star Lodge Ne, 98 (warrant from Yhe Urand Lodge
~ of Missouri) and which became Nos 2.

3. Connectiout Lodge No. 75 (warrant from the Orand Lodge
“of Copnecticut) and which became Nos 3.

4 Past Grand Master of New Hampshire in 1183i§ and Past

 Charles Gi
Grand Master of Maryland in 1842 and 18L5, was asked to preside over the
Conventione A constitution was adopted and Grand Officers elected and ine
stalled, The fhwet Crand Master was Jonathan Drake Stevenson, who was a
law partner of Charles CGilman in SanFranciscos

An ivem of nobe is that William B. Doulhty, who was listed as Master
of New Jevsey Lodge U.D, in the April 5, 1850 notice, was elected and ine
stalled Junior Grand Warden albhough the New Jersey Lodge was not accepted
into the Grand Iﬁd@ until the next Anmal Communication which was held on
the following May 7, 1850,

Another item of note is the place of the meetdng to form the Grand
Lodgee The three lodges that met in Sacramento, and in fact the Crand
Lodge, met in a building that was known in Sscramento as ﬁhe “Red House."
It was a three story frame building typical of a "boom towm," Pictures of
it show that the top floor bore a sign saying "Masonic Hall" arched over a
Square and Compass. The second floor had a sign which clearly said "The
Hed Fouse « Lodgings §5.00"3 while the ground floor bore the sign "Harde
ware ew Groceries and Mining Supplies." The second floor was noted for
some popular activities that are characteristic of such "boom towns."

4 typical comment was: "..sin passing in and oub of the lodge or Urend
Lodge, the brethren are said to have been under the necessity of obserwing
the occoupants of the second floor, who Past (rand Master Sherman described
as wngualified for Mesonry both by sex and morals,” Another comment #w
"essowing to the unsavory charecter of the tenants on the lower floor,
the lodge room soon moved to J Street betwsen First and Secondessses”



The Pirst Ammial Communication of the Grand Lodge of Califormia was held
less than & month later on May 7, 1850, At that time three new lodges were
edmitteds

Hos L ww New Jarsey Lodge U.D. was admitted as
syryman Lodge No. lg
Vs 5 - Pacific Lodge U.D, was m&m& as
ge Hos 5
Hos 6 =~ 4 new Iodge = Sutter Lodge No. 6 was
chartered at Sacx |

S0 Hew Jexsey Lodge U,D, passed oub of sxcistence to become Bervyman
Lodge No, b This is a rather interesting story aboub the name of the lodge,
It was named after W. Berryman Jemmings, who was the firet Senior Grand
Deseen of the Orand Iodge of Califormia, The next year, 1851, the lodge
changed the name of the lodge to Jennings Lodge No. he So here was the case
of a man who had & lodge named after his second name and a year later had

it changed to his first name,

It really didn't make much difference because, due to ﬁifﬁaﬁltﬁ.w withe
in the lodge (probably a rapid turnover of members), the lodge
bhe charter to the Grand Lodge in 1853, The dispensation and tho jewels of
tho lodge are st41l in the archives of the Grand Lodge. |

And W, Berryman Jenmings, the lodge's namesske, didn't stay long either,
for we find that ke was elscted the first Grand Master of the newly fommed
Grand Lodge of Oregon at its m%&m&m on fieytm&ar 15, 1851,

Now for the second part of the story == how did this lodge geb its starh

surrendered

in New Jeysey?

When the news of the discovery of gold in Califormia reached the eastern
part of the Upited States, the gold fever bumed hots Thousands were ready
to go, and theye was a group in Newark, New Jersey that was ready to goe
oh of youths either as you will see,

It was nod 8 W&lﬂ-emé b



In late 18L8 and early 18h9, a group of some thiry mem in Newarle, many
tions for the venture to
of polds

of whom were members of the Crafb, began prepare
California in hopes of fulfilling their golden dreams or dresms
The reason that we say in 1848 was the beginning of their plans is that
some of these men had applied for dimita in January of 18L9 izz‘ preparation
for the trip, and this alsé shows that they intended to take the Craft with

them, | ‘_ Coe _,
On Mareh 1, 38&9, the scheduled day of departure, Right Worshipful Broe
ther Bdward Stewart, leputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey,
and & nember of Newark Ledge Hos 7, &s:mad a dﬁﬁpma%iaa to "Brother Thomes
Youngsy Hoses Personett, John R, Clark, and others, o open & lodge in the
territory of Califomia, with pawer to contime same through themselves o
their successors, until the next regulay commmication of the Grend Lodge

of New Jersey, or wntil their charter is granted,"

This dispensation was never reported to the Grand lodpe of ﬁm Jamm
There was an emergent Commuicstion of the Grand Lodge on March 15, 18k,
over which the Deputy Grand Master Edward Stawart presided, but he did not
report his actions Nor was it reported at the next Auwal Commudostion
on January 9, 1850, at which time Edward Stewar was elected Grand Master,
an office which he was %o hold for six consecutive years (1850-1856), Thus
there are no mecords of this Vew Jersey Lodge U.D, in the records of the
Grand Lodge of New Jersey, v

8oy on the day of the dispensation, the group assembled at the Market
Street Station for a grand sendoffs The planned trip was by rail to St,
louis and then overland by wagon trein, They went by the southern route and
the newspaper accounts describe it as a "terrible Joumey, on which twe of
their membors died and wewe buried by the trailsides" The group finally
reached the hesdwaters of the Sacramento River about the first of Ootober

in 1849, some sevan months joumey,
Thomas Youngs who was listed as the Master in the dispensation was



made a Mason in St Johm's Lodge No, 2 (now No, 1) in 1&&2«;‘ He dimmitbted on

Fgbruary 7, 1849, in anticipation for the westward journey. Vhother he acte

ually reached Sacramento is not known, because he was bakk in Fewark by early
in 1850, as he is listed in the Newark City Directory in 1850 as the Toll
Collsctor at the 0ld Bridge., He transferred his powers as Master to Em&hew
Johm R, Crockett, and this is certified in writing on the back of the dise
pensation, IHe was authorized Yo do this as the dispensation stabed that
they were empov
On December b, 168h9, Right Worshipful
New Jersey Lodge U.D. for lshor in the City of Sacramento, California, the

ered to appeint their successors.
Brother John B, Crockett opened

first lodge in that boom towny soon to be a booming eity.

The Masons in Sacramento were in three lodges with a total membership
of sixtyenine, They were a sturdy lobt, howevery and when a cholera epidenio
broke out in 1850, these Masons, with the assistence of the 0Odd Fellows,
built a hospital ab Subterts Forb at a cost of $32,000, raised $1,000 for
reliefy, buried the dead, and did whatever else they could %o bring an end
to the epidenic, |

John Re Crockett, who assumed the chair for the opening, was bom in
Orange, New Jevsey, on February 2lst, 1802, He moved to Newark and becsme
associated with Seth Boyden, a noted Newark inventor, in the manufacture of
patent leather, a principal industry of Newark at that time, He was raised
in Newark I Noe 55 (later Nos. 7) on October 9y 1828, in the second year
of that lodge's life which was in the midst of the anti-Masonic uproars

Ol

He was sppointed Junior Deacon in 1828, and progressed through the line %o
become Master in 1833, and for the next three years, In 1839 he was again
Jupior Warden and in 16840 Senior Warden,

Crockett was said to have been "one of the most unbiring laborers in
sustalning both the lodge and the Grand Ledge during the darkest days of |
which lasonry has passeds" He dimitbed from Newark Lodge No. 55 on January



;i,:‘:.-'bh; 13&1; and affiliated with St. John's Lodge Nee 2, Crockett and Thomas
Youngs represented that lodge &b the Grand Lodge in 1615, as Master and Serior
Warden respectively, at which session, he was elected Senior Grand Warden,

and re~clected to that offiee in 1BLh6, He dimitted from St. Jam’& Lodge on
January 8, 3‘8&?;4 in preparation for the western sojourn. Crockett was not
associated with the lodge in California when it was wareanted as Derryman

’ ed to Newe

Lodge Nos L, probsbly having given up the search for gold and return
&m 1% is lnown that he afmm&m:i with Union Iiamige Noe 11 of Orange on

odge Gmmiaatim in June

3

December 7, 3.332. He was present at the Grand 1
1852, He dimitted from Union lLodge on January 26, 1852, to become a cﬁawar
nember of ¥orthern Lodge Noe 25 of Newark, serving as its first Senior Warden.
He was later Treasurer of that lodge and held that office wuntil his death
in 1867, . |

Moses W, Pereonett, who was named Senior Warden in the dispensation,
ﬁéﬁ a member of m, John's lodge Ho, 1 of Hewark. He withdrew his member
ship on February 2, 18L9, in preparation for the journey wesbs |
eral Jolm Se Darcy,

~ Probably the most of all who made this btrip was Os
M Dyy Who was both a well known citizen of New Jersey and a distinguished
Mason. He was born in Hanover Township, Morris County, Wew Jersey, on Febe
ruary 2L, 1788, He followed in the steps of his father in becoming a skillful
and distinguished surgeon &a& docter. He served in the War of 1812 and later
and of the State Militia, He served as

was appointed a Major General in comnm
a Upited States Marshel for New Jersey under Presidents J,ckson and Van Buren.
In Masonry he served aa@raﬁé Master of the Urand Lodge of New Jersey for

@m years 1826 and 1827, He was initiabed, passed ia‘mi raised in Cincinnati
Lodge Hoe i? (m No. 3) in 1808, in October = he bﬁen being m&ar the age of
twentywone by seversl months, He served as its Master in 1819, He dimitted
to make the western brip, but he like soveral others of the party did not



remain in emfcmia; as we find that he affiliated withdt, John's Lodge Noe 1
of Newark on May 28, 1851, and he was pmar;% st the June session of the
Grand Lodges |

| e was active in other branches of Masonry, being a member of Cincinnatd
Mark Lodge No, 1 in 1810 and 1811, Later he was a charter member of Franklir

Chapter No, 2 of Whippany in the foundstion of the First Gpend Chepter of
New Jersey. He was alsc a member of Union Chapter No. 7 of Newark m it
vas warranted in 1858, He also was one of the firet members of Xane Council
No, 2, Hoyal and Select HMasters, |

It is not kmown when Ceneral Darcy was made a member of the inclent and
Aocepted Seotbish Rite, but we do know that he was coroneted a 33° in the
Cross-Atwood Couneil on Februavy 7, 1851, which must have been shortly after
his return from California, He was a member of the Hayes Couneil in 1861,

General Darcy was one of those few Hasons who have had two lodges bear
ige Yo, 187 in New

his names Darcy Lodge Hoe 37 in New Jersey; and Darcy lo
Tork, ‘ ,
There were three obther known Masens in the groups 8. H. Meeker, Willism
Ponaldson Kinney end lewis By Baldwine SeHMeeker and W, Deneldson Kinmey
were both members of St. Joln's Lodge No, 1. They had been entered, passed
and raised ab the same commmication of that lodge under a dispemsation
granted by De Grand Master Bdward Stewart to prepare them to make the
western venture as members of the Craft, William Donaldson Kinney was also

to return and remain active in Masonry, He was a member of ifm Chapter
Nos 7, Royal Arch Masons and in 1862 was Deputy Grend High Priest of the
Grand Chapter, Iewls B, Daldwin was a member of Hewark Lodge Nos 7

- New Jamgy Lodge U,D. had a short but interesting life we from March=1,
1Bh9 bo May T, 1850 = from dispensation o warrant as Berryman iﬁéﬁg@ Hoe by
of the Grand Ledge of Californise It is to be regretted that mo mention of

it was pade in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey,










