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Officers for 2008 
Worshipful Master W� Bill Green (Nancy) ...................  771-0027 
 
Senior Warden Richard Ecott  .....................................  323-3569 
Junior Warden Donald McIntyre, Sr. (Nina)  .........  728-6954 
Treasurer R� W� Ken Graves (Jean)  .............  787-9538 
Secretary Bob Aldridge (Wanda Jo)  ...............  753-3099 
 Lodge ....................................................  787-5696 
Senior Deacon Randall Jesmok (Joye)  .............  321-689-1771 
Junior Deacon Terry E. Carter (Debbie) .................  751-2874 
Senior Steward Larry Duff (Brenda) ………………….. 728-5270 
Junior Steward Richard Cartier (Frances) ………….. 315-1886 
Tyler G. Fred Neilson (Rita)  .....................  365-1483 
Chaplain W� Wayne Parks (Donna)  ............  787-6501 
Marshall W� Tom Russell (Lyn)  ...................  728-0683 
Organist W� Ronald J. Cottman (Cele)  ......  365-1944 
Lodge Instructor W� Dennis Ricker (Ginny)  ...........  314-0828 
Trestle Board Larry Duff (Brenda)  .........................  874-2164 
Trestle Board Printing Bro. Mike Mason — Leesburg Printing Inc. 

Committees for 2008 and Members 
 

Sick & Visitation 
Chairman George Shoemaker, Officers and Members 

 
Property 

Chairman Richard Ecott, W� Tom Russell, Larry Duff, 
W� Ed Davison, Wilhelm Hoehndorff 

 
Finance 

 Chairman R� W�  Ken Graves, W� Tom Russell, 
W� Ed Davison, Fred Neilson, Richard Ecott, 

Budget - Peter Ladin 
 

Vigilance 
Chairman Don McIntyre, Sr., Richard Ecott, W� Bill Green 

 
Funeral 

Chairman R� W� Ken Graves, All Members 
 

Petitions 
Chairman Richard Ecott, Larry Duff, Glen Bryan, W.: Bob Browning 

 
Charity 

Chairman Larry Duff, R� W� Joe Price, 
Richard Ecott, Ron Colletti 

 
Catechism 

Chairman Don McIntyre, Sr. (EA), Larry Duff (FC), 
W� Bob Browning (MM), Vic Michet 

 
Greeters 

All Officers 
 

Scholarship 
Chairman R� W� Joe Price, W� Ed Davison, Fred Neilson 

 
Investments 

Chairman R� W� Ken Graves, W� Tom Russell, 
R� W� Theodore Jansen  

 
Education 

Chairman Larry Duff, W� Bob Browning, Vic Michet 
 

Activities 
Chairman Richard Ecott, Larry Duff, Dean Sever, 

R� W�  Ken Graves,  
 

Advisors to W�  M�   

Chairman W�  Dennis Ricker,  W�  Tom Russell, 
R� W�  Ken Graves, Bro. Dean Sever 

Active Past Members 
J. Rock Halford 1955 
Charles Porter 1959  

Theodore E. Weihe 1963  
G. Kiser Hardaway 1964  

J. C. Holloway 1968 
R�W� Ray Richardson  1969* 
R�W� Joseph H. Sellers  1970* 
William “Ed” Davison 1974 
Robert H. Smith 1977  

R�W� Colin Crews  1980^* 
H. C. Connell 1985  
R�W� Theodore Jansen  1986* 
R�W� Joseph T. Price  1987* 
Michael Dozier 1988  
John H. Meier V 1989  
Jack E. Maynard 1991  
Jay A. Frizzell, Jr. 1992 
Raleigh Sorenson 1993/1994  
Don Barfield 1996  
Tom Russell 1997/1998/2002  
Mervyn Harris 1999 
R�W� Kenneth Graves  2000* 
Robert H. Browning 2003/2004  
Dennis C. Ricker 2005/2007  

Roland P. Gibson 2006 

Affiliated Past Masters 
Carl Anzelmo 
Henry DeBerry 
Robert Aldridge 
Ronald J. Cottman 
Jack DeLauter 
Robert C. Gleckler 
Robert Kennedy 
Garry Lee 
Clifford Moore 
Norman L. Payne 
Frank Peregrin 
Glenn A. Reynolds* 
Edwin Robbins 
Burl Ruleman 
Robert L. Welch 
Roland P. Gibson 
Forest Case 
John Ray Dean 
Barry Rosenthal 
Wayne Parks 
 
 

^ Past District Instructor 
* Past DDGM 

18th Masonic District 
DDGM R� W� Carl Vause, Jr. .....................  928-4205 
District Instructor R�  H�  Dennis Ricker  ...................  314-0828 



From the Worshipful Master 

W.: William (Bill) Green 

From the Chaplin 

W.: Wayne Parks 

Secretary Office Hours – Tuesday and Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Lodge Meeting nights 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. Phone contact numbers - Lodge Office 352-787-5696 Home 352-753-3099. 

 

 Our sympathies to Brother Don McIntyre, Sr. and Lady Nina and Brother Don McIntyre, Jr., who lost all to 
soon from their family a young nephew. 

 Our sympathies to Brother Mike Mason on the passing of his mother, Cecilia.  Cecilia Mason was a past presi-
dent of “The Quilting Sisters” who meet regularly at our Lodge. Brother Mike also recently lost his father .  

 Brother Fred Neilson and Lady Rita went to the Mayo Clinic for two days of testing, he checked out fine. 

 W.: Forest Case (PM) was scheduled for a biopsy at the Mayo Clinic.  The plan is for Forest and Lady Anne to 
go to Jacksonville on October 20 and any necessary treatments will be as soon thereafter as practical.  

  Brother Frank Toth’s wife Lady Lois is at home recovery from her illness and improving daily. 

 If you know of anyone that is ill or in distress, please, call a lodge officer.  Keep all our brothers and family loved 
ones in your prayers, extend a comforting hand, call or visit someone in need of friendship today.  

  

 Congratulations to Brothers Larry Duff and Randy Jesmok who recently were initiated as Knight Masons in 
the newly formed Knight Mason Chapter within the Ocala York Rite Bodies. Both also obtained the York Rite, Super 
Excellent Master degree during October. 

 Degree Dates. My brothers we have five future Master Masons in waiting. We will begin our degree labors on 
November 4th, at 7:30 p.m., after a short Stated Meeting we will be putting on the Entered Apprentice Degree. We 
will have a Fellow Craft Degree on Thursday, November 13th at 6:30 p.m., and a Master Mason Degree on Saturday, 
November 15th beginning at 8:00 a.m., with breakfast, degree at 9:00 a.m., and a lite lunch following the degree work. 
Let’s all attend and welcome these new brothers into our bonds of fellowship. 

 From the secretary, who advises that the 2009 dues notices have been mailed out. My Brothers timely payment 
of your membership dues is requested so that we can accurately determine our operating budget for 2009 and get your 
dues cards to you.  Also, if you are on our “Emeritus” membership list, you must submit a letter to the secretary stating 
you are financially unable to pay your 2009 dues to remain on our “Emeritus” membership list, we do not want you to 
be subject to suspension for “Non-Payment of Dues”, nor lose you as a Brother. If you or someone you know hasn’t 
received a dues notice, check with the secretary to make sure he has your correct address. 

 Don’t forget our Tuesday morning fellowship breakfast and monthly second Sunday dinner.      

"Art is the symbol of the two noblest human efforts: to construct and to refrain from destruction." Simone Weil 

From the Great Light of Masonry:  "My son keep your fathers commands and do not forsake your mother's teach-
ing. Bind them upon your heart forever; fasten them around your neck. When you walk they will guide you; when you 
sleep they will watch over you; when you awake they will speak to you. For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is 
a light, and the corrections of discipline are the way to life." Proverbs 6:20-23 NIV 



TRESTLE BOARD SPONSORS 
YOUR NAME HERE - INDIVIDUAL OR COUPLE FOR ONLY $20.00  

Current year or any part thereof - HELP US KEEP YOU INFORMED! 
 

 George & Janet Shoemaker Betsy Jordan 
 Larry & Brenda Duff Charles & Marlene White 
 Richard Ecott Robert & Wanda Jo Aldridge 

 Dean & Linda Sever R�W� Joseph Price 
 Dan Bloxom W� Bob & Carolyn Browning 
 W� Tom & Lyn Russell Frank Toth 
 Donald, Sr. & Nina McIntyre Garth Philips 
 W� Ronald & Cele Cottman R�W� Ken & Jean Graves 
 W� Bill & Nancy Green Randy & Joye Jesmok 
 Eastern Star No. 84 Peter Ladin 
 W� Dennis Ricker Ginny Ricker 
 Jack & Jane Calvert Leo Blum 
 Wilhelm & Norma Hoehndorf Terry & Debbie Carter 
 Ed & Kathleen Sowden Roland Gibson 

 M�W� Joseph & Anna Brearley John Dean 
 Irv & Dorothy Creed Charles C. Strickland 
 Richard Tanner Gary M. Kapit 
 Loren Peach Delores Duff 

 R�W� Ray Richardson 
 

SHOW YOUR PRIDE — ADD YOUR NAME OR ORGANIZATION FOR2008 

Editors Note:  All articles and information for publication must be received by the editor  prior to the 15th of the publish-
ing month for inclusion in the next issue. 

FROM THE EDITOR — TO YOU; 

 The Lodge is in need of your help !  My Brothers, it is hoped that you enjoy the Trestle Board 
and are proud of your Lodge for putting out information in this way. THIS MAYBE YOUR LAST 
TRESTLE BOARD!  Roughly 15 of the 375 issues we mail out each month get return as undeliver-
able. When you move or change your mailing address and haven’t notified the secretary, we don’t 
know where to correctly mail it to. The Post Office informed us that we must add to the mailer 
“Address Service Requested”. The Post Office will then provide your correct address, if they know, 
There is a FEE, estimated at $180.00 annually, plus re-mail costs of estimated at  $75.00 annually. If 
you, or a Brother, stops getting a Trestle Board, check your, or his, address with the secretary. 



Ocala Scottish Rite 
www.OcalaSR.com 

 

 November Stated Meeting is on Monday, November 3rd at 7:30 p.m. this is also the Election of Officers meeting. 
 Save the change in your pocket! There is a special container in our SR meeting room to put it in. The change really 
adds up and goes to: The Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida, become a Scottish Rite Millionaire donator, $100 adds 
your name to the Ocala's Millionaire's Plaque. 
 Feast of Tishri, will be celebrated on November 17th at 6:00 p.m. All are invited to come and pay homage to the 
Officers and Members of our Fraternity and enjoy a delicious meal and good fellowship. 

 

York Rite Bodies 
“A Continuation of the Blue Lodge” 

 

Ocala York Rite Bodies – Meetings at Belleview Lodge No. 95, Belleview. 
 Ocala Chapter No. 13 - Meets on the Second Wednesday of January, March, May, September and November 

beginning at 7:30 PM. 
 Ocala Council No. 22 - Royal & Select Masters - Meets on the Second Wednesday of February, April, June, 

October and December beginning at 7:30 PM. 
 Ocala Commandery No. 19 - Knights Templar - Meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM. 

Lake County York Rite Bodies - Meetings at Eustis Lodge No. 85, Eustis. 
 Eustis Chapter No. 33, Meets on the third Friday of each month at 7:30 PM. 

 Golden Triangle Council No. 28—Royal & Select Masters - Meets on the third Friday of each month at 7:30 PM. 

 Triangle Commandery No. 28 –Knights Templar—Meets on the on the second Friday of each month at 7:30 PM 

Order of the Eastern Star, Leesburg Chapter No. 84 
Lady Linda Every – Worthy Matron  Brother Robert Welch = Worthy Patron 

Meetings – 1st Thursday of the Month at 7:30 p.m. 
 If you are a member of the OES and wish to contribute a article or information for inclusion in the Trestle Board, 
just send it to the editor. Articles are requested to be no more than one or two pages. 

Order of Amaranth, No. 34 
RM — Mildred Kronberg RP — Richard Keifer 

Meetings – 3rd Friday of the Month at 1:30 p.m. If you wish to contribute a article or information for inclusion 
in the Trestle Board, just send it to the editor. Articles are requested to be no more than one or two pages. 

Tall Cedars, Lake Forest, No. 200 
GT—Paul Davidson 

Meetings – 2nd Saturday of the Month at 10:30 a.m. If you wish to contribute a article or information for 
inclusion in the Trestle Board, just send it to the editor. Articles are requested to be no more than one or two pages. 
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Rusty Nail Degree 
 

 

 
 

• Have you been away from your Lodge too long? 

• Have you lost track of time? 

• Would you like to be reminded of the reasons you became a Mason? 

• Would you like to shake off some of that old rust? 

• Would you like to get reacquainted with old friends and meet new ones? 

• Are you a new Mason and would like a better understanding of the de-
grees you were initiated, passed and raised into? 

Then you are welcomed and need to come out to the Rusty Nail Degree. 
This short Program is being put on to Refresh the Memory about Lodge 
Customs and Review some of the Mysteries and Legends of Masonry. 

When: November 20th @ 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Leesburg Lodge, 200 Richey Road, Leesburg. 

MARK YOUR CALANDERS — IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS  

December 2nd — Our Election of 2009 Officers, on December 6th, District 18 Annual Outdoor Degree and 
December 27th — Installation of Officers, newly elected and appointed. More information in upcoming issues. 

“The laws of Nature are written in the language of mathematics … the symbols are triangles, circles and other geomet-
rical figures, without whose help it is impossible to comprehend a single word." - Galileo 

 Something to think about … If I happened to show up on your doorstep crying, would you care? If I 
called you and asked you to pick me up because something happened, would you come? If I had one day left to live my 
life, would you be part of that last day? If I needed a shoulder to cry on, would you give me yours? Do you know what 
the relationship is between your two eyes? They blink together, they move together, they cry together, they see to-
gether and they sleep together, BUT THEY NEVER SEE EACH OTHER... that's what friendship is. Your aspira-
tion is your motivation, your motivation is your  belief, your belief is your peace, and your peace is your target, your 
target is heaven, and life is hell without FRIENDS and BROTHERS.  



Masonic EDUCATION & DISCUSSION 

This year we have raised twelve new Master Masons as of 
this issue. During this month we have five men who are 
scheduled to be raised. We also have this month a Rusty 
Nail Degree. If like me, when all the ceremonies were over 
you were a little confused, if you’re a little rusty on the 
meanings of the degrees, this issue and the next two are 
designed to help you and me out. We’ll refresh your mem-
ory on the Entered Apprentice Degree this issue, the Fellow 
Craft in December and the Master Mason in January.  
Hope you find the information enjoyable and informative. 

The Entered Apprentice; The Meaning of the Term 

 You are now an Entered Apprentice. The first 
step in your journey to the Sublime Degree of a Master 
Mason has been taken. Doubtless you found your initia-
tion an experience you will never wish to forget. A De-
gree of Masonry is not an isolated experience, but an 
ever-enduring privilege. Always you may sit in your own 
lodge when open on the Entered Apprentice Degree; 
always you can return to observe, to participate in, and 
to study its ceremonies. 

 Doubtless you have an eager curiosity to learn 
more about this remarkable Degree before you receive 
that of Fellow Craft. Perhaps its ceremonies seemed 
strange to you; its language fell on your ears with unac-
customed accents; and at its end, you may have been 
somewhat bewildered. It is our function to help you in-
terpret it by giving you a brief explanation of the term 
“Entered Apprentice”. 

 The builders of those remarkable structures in 
Europe and Great Britain, from six hundred to nine 
hundred years ago we call operative masons, because 
they were builders in the literal sense. 

 It was necessary for the Operative Masons to 
recruit new members to replace those lost through re-
moval, accident, illness, or death. To do this, they used 
the apprenticeship system, which was in vogue in all 
crafts for many centuries. 

 The word “apprentice” means “learner” or be-
ginner, one who is taking his first steps in mastering a 
trade, art or profession. The operative apprentice was a 
boy, usually from ten to fifteen years of age. He was re-

quired to be sound in body, in order to do work requir-
ing physical strength and endurance. He had to be of 
good habits, obedient and willing to learn, and of un-
questioned reputation, and be well recommended by 
Masons already members of the craft. 

 When such a boy was chosen as an apprentice, 
he was called into the lodge where all the members could 
assure themselves of his mental, moral and physical 
qualifications. If they voted to receive him, he was given 
much information about the Craft, what it required of 
its members, something of its early history and tradition, 
and what his duties would be. He gave a solemn promise 
to obey his superiors, to work diligently, to observe the 
laws and rules and to keep the secrets. 

 After being thus obligated, he was bound over, 
or indentured, to one of the more experienced Master 
Masons. As a rule, he lived with this Master Mason, and 
from him, day by day, learned the methods and secrets 
of the trade. This apprenticeship lasted usually seven 
years. 

 After this young man had “gone to school” in 
this manner long enough to give assurance of his fitness 
to master the art and to become a acceptable member of 
the Society, his name was entered on the books of the 
Lodge and he was given a recognized place in the Craft 
organization and, because of this official entering of his 
name, he was given the title “Entered Apprentice”. All 
those of the same degree of advancement constituted 
the rank or grade of Apprentice Masons. 

 It is difficult to appreciate the care our Opera-
tive Masonic forebears devoted to these learners.  The 
Intender, as the Master Mason to whom the Apprentice 
was indentured was called, was obliged by law to teach 
him theory as well as practice. Not until the Apprentice, 
after many years, could prove his proficiency by meeting 
the most rigid tests of skill, was he permitted to advance 
to a higher rank in the Craft. Other Master Masons 
with whom he was set at work at the simpler tasks also 
were his teachers. He was given Moral instruction; his 
conduct was carefully scrutinized; many rules were laid 
down to control his manner of life.  When we read the 
Old Charges and ancient documents that have come 
down to us, we are impressed by the amount of space 



devoted to apprentices. The Operative Masons knew 
the future. 

 As time passed, there grew up about the rank 
and duties and regulations of the Apprentice an organ-
ized set of customs, ceremonies, rules, traditions, etc. 
These at last crystallized into a well-defined unit, which 
we may describe as the Operative Entered Apprentice 
Degree. When, after the Reformation, Operative Ma-
sonry was transformed into Speculative Masonry, the 
Entered Apprentice Degree was retained as one of the 
Degrees of the Speculative Lodge, modified, of course, 
to meet the needs of the Speculative Fraternity. 

 As an Entered Apprentice you are a learner, a 
beginner in Speculative Masonry. You have taken the 
first steps in the mastery of our art. And it is because you 
have this rank that certain things are expected of you. 

 First, you must learn certain portions of the De-
gree, so as to prove your proficiency in open Lodge. But 
you are to learn these parts not merely to pass this test; 
you should master them so thoroughly that they will 
remain with you throughout life, because you will have 
need of them many times in the future. 

 Second, you must learn the laws, rules, and regu-
lations; by which, an Entered Apprentice is governed. 

 As you stood in the northeast corner of the 
Lodge during your initiation, you were taught a certain 
lesson concerning a cornerstone. The meaning of that 
lesson should now be clear to you. You are a cornerstone 
of the Craft. The day will probably come when, into 
your hands, will fall your share of the responsibilities of 
the Lodge. You are a cornerstone on which the frater-
nity is being erected. It is our hope and expectation that 
you will prove a solid foundation, true and tried, set 
foursquare on which our great Fraternity may safely 
build. 

The Entered Apprentice; An Interpretation 

 The Masonic lodge room is represented in the 
Ritual as a symbol of the world. The particular form in 
which this symbol is cast harks back to early times when 
men believed the earth to be square and the sky a solid 
dome; but while this no longer represents our idea of the 
physical shape of the world, the significance remains the 
same.  

 The world thus represented is the world of Ma-

sonry; the Masonic career, from beginning to end, all 
that lies between. The West gate through which the 
candidate is ushered into Masonic life; the old life with 
all its accessories, has dropped from him completely. He 
now enters on a new life in a new world. 

 Masonry is systematic, well proportioned, bal-
anced. Duties and work are supervised and regulated, 
controlled through laws written and unwritten, ex-
pressed through Landmarks, traditions, usages, Consti-
tutions and By-laws, guided and directed through offi-
cers vested with  power and authority; when he follows 
his guide and fears not what man can do, he expresses 
his trust in, and loyalty to, the Fraternity. 

 The new world is a lawful world in which ca-
price and arbitrariness have no part. It has a definite na-
ture, is devoted to specified purposes, committed to well
-defined aims and ideals. Its members cannot make it 
over to suit their own whims or to conform to their own 
purposes; they must make themselves over to conform 
to it’s requirements. One should not become a Master 
Mason in order to become a lodge member; he should 
become a member in order to become a real Master Ma-
son. Among the first requirements of the apprentice is 
that he shall offer himself as a rough stone to be shaped 
under Masonic laws and influences for a place in the 
temple of Masonry. 

 This world of Masonry is dedicated to Brother-
hood. Unless the Apprentice is willing and qualified to 
lead the brotherly life he will never master the Royal 
Art. Unless he is willing, in all sincerity, to abide by his 
obligations and the laws, which define, regulate, and 
control the brotherly life, he will be out of harmony 
with the Fraternity, unable to find a foothold in the 
world he seeks to enter. All of our Ritual, symbols, em-
blems, allegories and ceremonies, in the richness and 
variety of their meaning, point in the same direction. 
Unless an Apprentice understands and accepts them, he 
will fail to comprehend Masonic teaching. 

 In his first degree, an Apprentice takes his first 
step into this, and leaves the darkness, destitution and 
helplessness of the profane world for the light and 
warmth of this new existence. This is the great meaning 
of this degree; it is not an idle formality, but a genuine 
experience, the beginning of a new career in which du-
ties, rights and privileges are real. If a candidate is not to 



be an Apprentice in name only, he must stand ready to 
do the work upon his own nature that will make him a 
different man. 

  Members are called Craftsman because they are 
workmen; Lodges are quarries because they are scenes of 
toil. Freemasonry offers no privileges or rewards except 
to those who earn them; it places Working Tools, not 
playthings, in the hands of its members. 

 To become a Mason is a solemn and serious un-
dertaking. Once the step is taken, it may well change the 
course of a man’s life. 

The Holy Saints John; To Whom All Lodges Are 
Dedicated. 

 You will recall that the Lecture states “Lodges 
were anciently dedicated to King Solomon, as it is said 
that he was our first, Most Excellent Grand Master. 
Lodges, at the present time, are dedicated to Saint John 
the Baptist, and Saint John the Evangelist, who were 
two eminent patrons of Masonry…” Except in the fol-
lowing passage concerning the two parallel lines, no fur-
ther reference appears in the Lectures. 

 However, in our ceremonies of Dedication and 
of Constitution, the reference is amplified and, to some 
degree, explained. In the ceremony of Dedication the 
Grand Master, dedicating a Masonic Hall, says, “…
Sacred things were both consecrated and dedicated, 
while profane things were only dedicated…” Churches 
were consecrated to the worship of God, but dedicated 
to or placed under special patronage of some particular 
saint. 

 “While we consecrate our Lodges to the honor 
and glory of God, we dedicate them to the memory of 
the Holy Saints John; and the building itself is dedicated 
to Freemasonry, Virtue and Universal Benevolence.” 

 Biblically, John the Baptist was the son of the 
Jewish priest Zacharias, and Elizabeth, cousin of Mary. 
A zealous judge of morality, his life, built on the 
strength of faith, sustained to his martyred death, is an 
example of the unshaken firmness in the right and in his 
inflexibility to God. 

 The festival of St. John the Baptist is held on 
June 24th, and is widely celebrated by lodges, some of 
which mark a chain of observance uninterrupted for 
many years. In England, Scotland and Ireland, there 

were, in 1717, at the beginning of the first Grand Lodge, 
a large number of lodges and Masons known as St. Johns 
Masons. As the first Grand Lodge of England was 
formed on St. John the Baptist Day in 1717 so were  
subsequent annual meetings held on that day. 

 Less widely celebrated, perhaps because its ob-
servance falls on December 27th, is the festival of St. 
John the Evangelist, the author of the Epistles bearing 
his name. His constant admonitions to the cultivation 
of brotherly love, and the mysticism of his vision, un-
doubtedly led to his inclusion and union with John the 
Baptist as the Holy Saints John. With regularity becom-
ing established, the patron saints of Masonry have be-
come enshrined in the memory of every Mason. 

The Tenets; Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. 

 The principal tenets of Freemasonry are Broth-
erly Love, Relief, and Truth. It is necessary not to over-
look the word “principal”, for it signifies that, while our 
fraternity lays the greatest emphasis on these three 
teachings, yet there are others which must not be over-
looked. 

 By a “tenet” of Freemasonry is meant some 
teaching so obviously true, so universally accepted, that 
we believe it without question. Examples lie everywhere 
about us. Good health is better than illness; a truthful 
man is more dependable that a liar; it is better to save 
money than to waste it; an industrious man is more use-
ful than an idle one; education is to be preferred to igno-
rance. These are but a few of the countless examples of 
teachings that no intelligent man can possibly question. 
Everybody takes them for granted. They are Tenets. 

 Freemasonry considers Brotherly Love, Relief 
and Truth to be teachings of this kind, true in the sense 
that no man can question them; they are obvious, self-
proving, and axiomatic. It is not uncommon for men to 
consider Brotherly Love, while highly desirable, as not 
practicable, and therefore but a vision, to be dreamed of 
but never possessed. It is challenging for Freemasonry to 
call these “tenets” thus stating that they are plainly and 
obviously and necessarily true. Unless you grasp this, 
and see that the teachings of Freemasonry are self-
evident realities, not visionary ideals, you will never un-
derstand Masonic teachings. For Freemasonry does not 
tell us that the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief, and 
Truth ought to be true, that it would be better for us all 



if they were true – it tells us that they are true. They are 
tremendous realities in human life, and it is as impossi-
ble to question their validity as to question the ground 
under our feet, or the sun over our heads. Our Question 
is not whether to believe them or not, but what are we 
going to do with them? 

 Love places the highest possible valuation on 
another person. A man’s mother or father, his wife or 
sweetheart, his children, his intimate friends, he values 
not for advantages he may gain from them, not for their 
usefulness, but each one in his own person and for his 
own sake. We work for such persons, we make sacrifices 
for them, we delight to be with them; that in detail and 
practice, is what is meant by love. 

 What then, is Brotherly Love? Manifestly, it 
means that we place on another man the highest possi-
ble valuation as a friend, a companion, an associate, a 
neighbor. “By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are 
taught to regard the whole human species as one fam-
ily.” We do not ask that, from our relationship, we shall 
achieve any selfish gain. Our relationship with a brother 
is its own justification, its own reward. Brotherly Love is 
one of the supreme values without which life is lonely, 
unhappy, and ugly. This is not a hope or dream, but a 
fact. Freemasonry builds on that fact, provides opportu-
nity for us to have such fellowship, encourages us to un-
derstand and to practice it, and to make it one of the 
laws of our existence, one of our Principal Tenets. 

 Relief is one of the forms of charity. We often 
think of charity as relief from poverty. To care for the 
helpless or unemployed is deemed usually a responsibil-
ity resting on the public. As a rule, the public discharges 
that responsibility through some form of organized 
charity financed by general subscriptions or out of pub-
lic funds. 

 Our conception of relief is broader and deeper 
than this. We fully recognize the emergency demands 
made by physical and economic distress; but we likewise 
understand that the cashing of a check is not necessarily 
a complete solution of the difficulty. There sometimes 
enters the problem of readjustment, of rehabilitation, of 
keeping the family together, of children’s education, and 
various other matters vital to the welfare of those con-
cerned and through the whole process, there is the need 
for spiritual comfort, for the assurance of a sincere and 

continuing interest and friendship, which is the real 
translation of our principal tenet: Brotherly Love. 

 Masonic relief takes it for granted that any man, 
no matter how industrious and frugal he may be, 
through sudden misfortunes, or conditions over which 
he has no control, may be in temporary need of a help-
ing hand. To extend it is not what is generally described 
as charity, but is one of the inevitable acts of Brother-
hood. Any conception of Brotherhood must include 
this willingness to give necessary aid. Therefore, Relief, 
Masonically understood, is a tenet. 

 Truth, the last of the Principal Tenets, is meant 
something more than the search for truths in the intel-
lectual sense, though that is included. “Truth is a divine 
attribute and the foundation of every virtue. To be good 
and true is the first lesson we are taught in Masonry.” In 
any permanent Brotherhood, members must be truthful 
in character and habits, dependable, men of honor, on 
whom we can rely to be faithful fellows and loyal 
friends.  Truth is a vital requirement if a brotherhood is 
to endure and we, therefore, accept it as such. 

 Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth are the princi-
pal Tenets of Masonry. There are other tenets, also – 
Teachings so obvious that argument is never necessary 
to sustain them. With this in mind, we urge you to pon-
der the teachings of the craft as you progress from De-
gree to Degree. You may not find them novel, but nov-
elty is unimportant in the light of the knowledge that 
the truths upon which Freemasonry is founded are eter-
nal. The freshness of immortality is on them because 
they never die; in them is a ceaseless inspiration and an 
inexhaustible appeal. They are tenets of Freemasonry 
because always and every where they have been tenets of 
successful human life. 

Masonry and Citizenship; The Charge. 

 In the charge of the Entered Apprentice Degree, 
you are enjoined to be exemplary in the discharge of 
your duties as a citizen by never proposing or counte-
nancing any act which may have a tendency to subvert 
the peace and good order of society, by paying due obe-
dience to the laws under whose protection you live, and 
by never losing sight of the allegiance due to your coun-
try. 

 In some parts of the world, men of many nation-
alities belong to the same lodge. Many of our members 



 

retain membership in lodges in England, Scotland, or 
elsewhere. Citizenship in another country is not, of it-
self, a bar to membership in our great fraternity. 

 Loyalty to one’s country, and loyalty to one’s 
lodge are never in opposition to each other. We expect 
the individual Mason to work at the duties of citizen-
ship, making himself available for service to his commu-
nity, state and nation. Only through this can the privi-
leges which we enjoy as Masons and as men be saved for 
our children’s children. 

 As religious differences exist between men, so do 
political differences show in partisan politics. No pro-
posal advanced in political debate is without its adher-
ents and dissenters. No individual, striving for political 
preferment, is without his supporters and opponents. 

 That such differences may be eliminated from 
Lodges, discussion of political issues and candidates, as 
well as religious issues, is prohibited by our ancient law. 

 Man little realizes the power for good of precept 
and example and one active citizen has an influence on 
the deeds of others far beyond his own acquaintance. It 
is  hoped that you will be, through Masonry, a better 
citizen. 

Symbols of the Entered Apprentice. 

 The symbols, emblems and allegorical ceremo-
nies of the First Degree each have a meaning and com-
prise a large part of the teachings of the degree. Our time 
is too brief to give you complete explanations, but we 
believe it will be profitable for you to have a few sugges-
tions, especially as they will show that every detail of the 
ritual is filled with a definite significance. 

 The language of symbols is as universal as man. 
In fact, language itself is an illustration of the uses of 
symbols to transfer ideas from man to man. 

 We may divide symbols into two classes – natu-
ral and artificial, though sometime the dividing line be-
tween them is very vague, and in may cases the same 
symbols is used in both classes. By a natural symbol we 
mean one in which the nature of the thing itself conveys 
an idea and is independent of any other language, either 
spoken or written. An artificial symbol is one to which 
an arbitrary meaning has been assigned by common 
agreement. 

 In general we may say that the letters of the al-
phabet and words formed from them are artificial sym-
bols, and the level as it conveys the idea of equality is a 
natural one. 

 The hoodwink represents the darkness in which 
the uninitiated stand as regards Masonry. It is removed 
at the moment of enlightenment, suggesting that we do 
not create the great things in life, such as goodness, truth 
and beauty, but find them. They always exist, regardless 
of the blindness of any individual. 

 The ancient significance of the cable tow is un-
certain, and evidence of this is found in the widely diver-
gent interpretations one may read in the literature of 
Masonry. However, without stating in detail the rea-
sons, we regard the assumption of the cable tow in ad-
vance of each of the degrees as a symbol of the voluntary 
and complete acceptance of and pledged compliance 
with whatever Masonry may have in store; and the sub-
sequent release after taking the obligation indicates this 
symbol is no longer needed, since the candidate has as-
sumed the definite and irrevocable pledge of the degree. 

 Concerning the penalty it suggests it may also 
be regarded as a physical symbol of the spiritual penalty, 
which naturally and inevitably follows the violation of 
moral obligations. If a man does not keep the law of his 
own free will, he must be compelled to keep it. The re-
moval of the Cable Tow signifies that when a man be-
comes a master of himself, he will keep the law instinc-
tively. 

 The Ceremony of Entrance signifies birth or 
initiation, and symbolizes the fact that you are entering 
a new world, that of Masonry. 

 The Reception typifies the one real penalty for 
violation of the Obligation: The destructive conse-
quences to a man’s nature through the failure to be true 
to his vows. 

 The Rite of Circumambulation is Masonry’s 
name for the ceremony in which you are conducted 
around the lodge room, an allegorical act rich with many 
meanings. One of these is that the Masonic life is a pro-
gressive journey, from station to station of attainment, 
and that a Mason should continually search for more 
light. 

 An equally significant ceremony is that of Ap-



proaching the East. The East is the source of light; that 
station in the heavens in which the sun appears to dispel 
the darkness. Masons are Sons of Light; therefore, we 
face the East. The Altar is a symbol of the spiritual heart 
of Masonry. 

 The Obligations have a literal meaning and as 
such are the foundations of our disciplinary law, but 
above this, they signify the nature and place of obliga-
tion in human life. An obligation is a tie, a contract, a 
pledge, a promise, a vow, a duty; in addition to the obli-
gations we voluntarily assumes, there many under which 
we stand naturally – obligations to God, to our country, 
to our families, to employers or employees, to friends 
and fellow citizens. 

 The Great Lights of Masonry are the Holy Bi-
ble, the Square, and the Compass. As a Great Light, the 
Holy Bible represents the Sacred Book of the Law, and 
is a symbol of man’s acknowledgement of and his rela-
tion to Deity. 

 The Square is an emblem of virtue. It is an in-
strument of architecture that has been used throughout 
the ages, and our ancient Brethren who wrought in Op-
erative Masonry could not have erected the superb Tem-
ple, which immortalized the name of King Solomon, 
without the use of this instrument. 

 The Compass was employed in operative Ma-
sonry for the accurate measurement of the architect’s 
plans ands to enable him to give just proportions which 
would ensure stability and beauty. In Speculative Ma-
sonry, it is an equally important implement symbolic of 
that true standard of rectitude of living which alone can 
insure beauty and stability in life. The Compass signifies 
the duty which we owe to ourselves. We might also 
properly regard the Compass as excluding beyond its 
circle that which is harmful or unworthy. 

 The word and grip are our means of recognition 
by which, among stranger’s we are able to prove others 
or ourselves regular Masons in order to enter into Fra-
ternal relationships. 

 The Rite of Salutation, in which the candidate 
salutes the Master, is not only a test of his ability to give 
proper due guard and sign, but it is his recognition of 
the authority of the Master. It is also a symbol of a ma-
son’s respect for and obedience to all just and duly con-
stituted authorities. The Old Charges state this in a sin-

gle sentence: “A Mason is a peaceable subject to the 
Civil Powers, wherever he resides or works.” 

 The Master is a symbol as well as the executive 
officer of the Lodge. As the Sun rules the day, he should 
endeavor to rule and govern his lodge. 

 The Apron is at once an emblem of purity and 
the badge of a Mason. By purity is meant clean thinking 
and clean living, a loyal obedience to the laws of the 
craft, and sincere good will to the Brethren; the badge of 
a Mason signifies that Masons are workers and builders, 
not drones and destructionists. 

 The symbolism of the rite of destitution reverts 
to those ancient times when men believed that the plan-
ets determined human fate and controlled human pas-
sions, and that there was a metal by which each planet 
itself was controlled. In ancient initiations candidates 
were compelled to leave all metals behind, lest they bring 
into the assembly disturbing planetary influences. While 
with us this symbolism no longer has an astrological 
character, the old point about excluding disturbing in-
fluences remains; the candidate is not to bring into the 
Lodge room his passions or prejudices lest that har-
mony, which is one of the chief concerns of Masonry, be 
destroyed. 

 There is another and more obvious significance 
in this Rite of Destitution; that of the obligation of 
every Mason to recognize and alleviate, so far as his re-
sources reasonably permit, the distress of his fellowmen; 
and we are reminded that this obligation rests with even 
greater weight upon us when the one in distress is a Ma-
sonic brother. 

 The Northeast Corner is traditionally the place 
where the cornerstone of a building is laid. The Appren-
tice is, therefore, so placed to receive his first instruction 
on which to build his moral and Masonic edifice. 

 The Operative Mason would have been helpless 
without his Working Tools. Without them there would 
have been no magnificent cathedrals, no superb Temple 
of Solomon; even the craft itself would have been non-
existent, and the world today infinitely poorer. 

 Nowhere in Masonry do we find the impact of 
symbolism more significant than in its application to the 
Working Tools. Without them, Speculative Masonry 
would be but an empty shell of formalism, if indeed, it 



managed to exist at all. While they do contain 
the whole philosophy of Masonry, the various 
Working Tools allocated to the three degrees by 
their very presence declare there is constructive 
work to be done, and by there nature indicate 
the direction this work is to take. 

 The Entered Apprentice is himself a 
symbol, one of the noblest in the emblematic 
system of the Craft. He represents youth, typi-
fied by the rising sun;  trained youth, youth will-
ing to submit itself to discipline and to seek 
knowledge in order to learn the great art of life, 
represented and interpreted by all the mysteries 
of Masonry. 

 It is by such voices and arts as all these, 
that our magnificent First Degree gave its teach-
ings to you as a man and an Entered Apprentice. 
It is sincerely hoped that these suggestions as to 
the meaning of these symbols and emblems will 
lead you to seek further light, not only that you 
may become a well trained Mason, but also to 
their value to your life outside the Lodge room. 

Masonry and The Sacred Law;                     
The Holy Writings. 

 The Holy Writings occupy the central 
place in our lodges. At installation, the installing 
Officer admonishes the newly appointed Chap-
lain as follows: 

 “That Holy Book which adorns our sa-
cred altar is the great light in Masonry and for-
ever sheds its benignant rays upon every lawful 
assemblage of Free and Accepted Masons.” 

 So you are charged to regard the Vol-
ume of the Sacred Law as the great light in your 
profession, to consider it as the unerring stan-
dard of truth and justice; and to regulate your 
actions by the divine precepts it contains. 

 Constant reference is made to this 
theme of man governed by the laws of his Crea-
tor just as our lodges are governed in homage, to 
the Deity, by the virtues of Temperance, Forti-
tude, Prudence, and Justice. 

 These virtues point out an ideal, which 
leads us to welcome as applicants, men of every 

sect and creed which glorifies the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse. Thus, the divisions, which might otherwise separate man 
from man, are done away with in Masonry. The Word of God 
may come through the New or Old Testament, the Talmud, the 
Koran, and each, in particular areas of the world, is used as the 
Great Light. In the United States, the Old and New Testaments 
are used together. 

 As the atheist is ineligible to be received as a Candidate, 
so a lodge or Grand Lodge which dispenses with the Holy Writ-
ings is deemed irregular and unlawful, and no recognition may be 
extended to it. 

 To you, therefore, we must impart that respect and tol-
eration which we feel for all religions and our  undying resistance 
to any force, either clerical or political, which would destroy our 
religious freedom and substitute the tyranny of dogma, either of 
the Church or the State. 



WHAT WAS THAT? 
What it was, was the Lodges 15 ton A/C unit that provided 
air conditioning to the kitchen and dining room. Monday, 
September 22, we discovered that someone needed it more 
than we did, so they took it.  Fortunately, we upgraded our 
insurance package at the beginning of the year and though 
we are taking a unexpected financial hit of $1,000 
(deductible), replacement cost was $8,800.  A special Thank 
You to R.:W.: Bob Avery, (PDDGM and Owner of Bob’s 
Air Conditioning in Umatilla) for the lowest replacement 
bid and fast service we received in installing the new unit. 

10/07/2008 10/07/2008 

  

 Notice anything different outback. Over the past few weeks the garage and Bar-B-Q area have gotten two 
coats of paint, a primer coat underneath, rotten wood replaced, new caulking, new lighting and a general cleaning. The 
kitchen and pantry has also been painted, new baseboards installed, floors stripped and waxed, along with general 
cleaning and reorganization.  Brothers participating in this effort were W.: Bill Green, W.: Tom Russell, SW Richard 
Ecott, JW Don McIntyre, Sr.,  SD Randy Jesmok, SS Larry Duff, JS Richard Cartier and R.:W.: Ken Graves. 

10/07/2008 10/07/2008 
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Leesburg Masonic Lodge No. 58 F & AM 
PO Box 985 
Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 

Second SUNDAY DINNER — November 9th, 2008 
11:30 a.m. TO 1:15 p.m. 

Menu items : 
TURKEY with Gravy 

Potatoes (mashed and candied sweet), Vegetables (corn and green beans) 
Salad, Dinner Rolls & butter, Deserts, Coffee, Tea, Lemonade. 

Suggested donation $8.00 per person. 

Please call the Lodge and give the number of guests attending with you, this ensures enough food is prepared for all. 
All Masons, their families, friends and guests are invited to attend our Sunday Dinners and our Tuesday breakfasts. 

Menu items subject to change due to availability and cost. 

Celebrating 140 years (1868 — 2008) in Leesburg, Fla. 

Address Service Requested 

NEWSPAPER DRIVE 

In the southwest corner of the parking lot is a newspaper 
recycle bin. For almost a year, the Lodge has been paid for 
the volume of newspapers contained. Lets keep this pro-
gram alive, this has been a productive program to raise 
funds for operational costs, the Charity Fund, or other ex-
penses in lieu of dues increases. Collect your daily newspa-
pers, maybe those of your social group or neighborhood 
friends, and drop them off when your near the Lodge. 10/07/2008 


