GEMS OF PURPOSE

Special points of
interest:

e 9/8—EA Degree @ Beth-
page Lodge, Snacks @
6:30 pm, Work @ 7pm

e 9/9—Nashville Scottish
Rite @ Grand Lodge
Building, Study Club @ 5
pm, Meeting @ 6 pm, Din-
ner Following

e 9/18—Stated Meeting
Bethpage Lodge, 7pm

e 10/14—Nashville Scottish
Rite @ Grand Lodge
Building, Study Club @ 5
pm, Meeting @ 6 pm, Din-
ner Following

e 10/16—Stated Meeting
Bethpage Lodge, 7pm
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Brother in Williamsburg

Brother Darrell Miller, a member of Bethpage Lodge, recently visited Colonial
Williamsburg and shared these pictures with us. Williamsburg No. 6, AF&AM is
a Virginia lodge that is located within Colonial Williamsburg. The lodge has a
very historic and interesting history. Williamsburg Lodge is the location where
the Grand Lodge of Virginia was founded in 1778. President and Brother James
Monroe was a member of Williamsburg No. 6. The following are some links to
some interesting information %’% ;
K

about the lodge.oo B

www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/
Foundation/journal/spting03/
chairs.cfm

http://williamsburgmasons.com/

MASONIC TEMP

WILLIAMSBURG NO.6 AF. &

Site of Temple of 1773
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Gcorgc Washington: Somc Fcrsonal Facts

James C. Rees, 32°
Resident Director,
George Washington’s Mount Vernon

We need the example set by George Washington now more than T o
ever. oitea

George Washington’s face is remarkably familiar, in part be-
cause we see his portrait each time we use a dollar bill. Yet very few
Americans possess much knowledge about the man behind the image.
During this anniversary year, the bicentennial of Washington’s death,
it is particularly distressing that Washington is losing his well-
deserved place in the schoolroom. His portrait disappeared from most
classroom walls decades ago, but now Washington is also becoming
less prominent in history textbooks.

The fourth-grade textbook I used in the public school system
in Richmond, Virginia, in 1962 includes almost 10 times more cover-
age of Washington than the history textbook used in the very same
school today. Obviously, today’s book must cover almost four addi-
tional decades of historic events. Yet Washington and the other found-
ing fathers have clearly been short-changed. What makes this situation
especially disturbing is this simple fact: we need the example set by
George Washington now more than ever. People today long for men and women who possess old-fashioned
qualities such as honesty, strong morals, good judgment, patriotism, courage and, most of all, character.

In 1999, our challenge is not simply to relate the tried-and-true stories of Washington’s leadership in
both war and peace. We also need to communicate the true personality and character of this great man, so that
younger generations will once again be attracted to Washington as a role model in their own lives. So the next
time you gather together with family and friends, turn the conversation to George Washington, and ask your
friends if they are aware of these fascinating aspects of Washington’s life.

1. Washington was one of early America’s foremost businessmen. Not only was he successful at harvesting
several cash crops, but he also operated a successful gristmill and a distillery that produced more than 11,000
gallons of liquor over a period of a year. He organized a fishing operation that netted some one million shad
and herring in a short six-week season. He invested in real estate in a major way, expanding his Mount Vernon
estate from 2,000 to 8,000 acres. He purchased more than 60,000 additional acres of land in what would today
be seven different states and the District of Columbia. Among his holdings were 2,000 acres near Berkeley
Springs, West Virginia, 4,000 acres of the Dismal Swamp, and lots in both the city of Alexandria and the new
nation’s capital. He also owned more than 33,000 acres in the Ohio Valley, more than 1,000 acres in Mary-
land, 5,000 acres in Kentucky, and 3,000 acres near the site of present-day Cincinnati.

Despite the fact that he was constantly distracted from his own business ventures by the call of his country,
Washington was a successful entrepreneur who believed wholeheartedly in investing in the future of America.
Continues on Page 5
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The EA Ritual Crossword

ACROSS DOWN
3. First word of candidate's prayer 1. Beautiful system of ~———————~~

5. A type of pavement 2. This was not heard at King Solomon's Temple

6.Badge of a Mason 4. First great light (2 words)

O.Second great light 5. Should flow from your purse

10.More honorable than the Order of the ~~~~- 7. Third &reat li Sht

12.The last official part of Tennessee Ritual 8.Teaches us to regulate our lives and actions

13. A man plucked off his ~~-~--~

11. May not be made a Mason
14. The ancients worshiped Deity by this name

5. Necessarg the candidate have this (con{iclence
to relg)

16. Moses erected after he crossed the Red Sea ’
17. The recollection thereof (Q worcls)




Morc from the Last lssuc

. As many of you will recall, last months issue had an overall
g theme of Pop Culture and Masonry. 1 could tell from my e-
mail inbox that many of you share my intrigue with Ma-
| sonry and pop culture. It was brought to my attention that
L Sport llustrated is not biased. Not only did they use head
dress from the Scottish Rite but also the York Rite on the
Swimsnit Edition webpage. The model is Daniella Sarahyba.
The photographer is Walter Iooss, and the swimsuit is by
W Perry Ellis Swim. The hat is actually a Knight Templar
H Chapeau. It gives new
imeaning to the Masonic
term neither naked nor clad)

New Address and Wfﬂ?}a Aqe

Due to some changes in telephone services, the lodge’s e-mail address has changed. The new
address is bethpagelodge521(@att.net. The old address will still be in operation for a while.
Please change your address books to reflect this change. Genmzs of Purpose also now has an
online home. The new Gews of Purpose webpage contains information about Bethpage Lodge,
this publication, and David Stafford’s personal musings. It is hoped that overtime and through
development that it will be a place to gather Masonic light and find direction in Masonic put-
suits. It is up and running although it is in its beginning stages. The lodge webpage is still
maintained by Brother Tim Roberson, and I encourage all of you to visit both sites.

www.mastermason.com/gemsofpurpose/

iy %3} www.mastermason.com/bethpagelodge521 Yy %ﬂ;
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George Washington, Continued from Page 2

2. When he was just 23 years old, Washington was in command of the entire Virginia Regiment in the
French and Indian War. At the onset of the French and Indian War, Washington joined General Edward
Braddock’s ill-fated mission to the Monongahela in 1755 as an aide-de-camp. This was by no means a shining
moment in Washington’s career. Washington warned Braddock that the guerrilla-style tactics used by the en-
emy would require a different approach to warfare, but Braddock ignored Washington’s counsel, and his
forces were severely defeated. The General himself was mortally wounded. When General Braddock fell, the
men around him naturally turned to Washington, who organized the retreat and kept the army from disbanding.

By the end of the battle, a large percentage of the English soldiers had fallen, and Washington himself had four
bullet holes in his coat and was on his third horse. Yet the young Virginian was an unquestionable hero, even
in defeat. He was almost immediately appointed a colonel and given complete command of the Virginia Regi-
ment. Washington was just 23 years old, and off to an auspicious start in his military career.

3. Washington never went to college, but he was one of the most well-read and accomplished writers of all
American presidents. Washington’s father died when he was 11 years old. As the oldest son of a second wife,
Washington discovered there was little money or time for him to attend a university. Instead, he became a sur-
veyor at age 16 to help support his family. Still, Washington was a voracious reader, and he eventually assem-
bled a personal library of some 900 books of all descriptions. He was also a prolific writer. At the age of 14, he
copied down 110 rules of civility.

Five decades later, he was still writing lengthy letters to governors, congressional leaders, and influential
friends in support of our new government. Scholars at the University of Virginia are currently assembling the
papers of George Washington and, before the project is completed, the editors expect to issue about 90 sepa-
rate volumes. In an age before typewriters and word processors, Washington recognized the power of an old-
fashioned quill pen.

4. In all likelihood, Washington could have been America’s first king, but he turned down a crown. Schol-
ars seem to agree that the most critical moment of Washington’s military career came not during the war itself,
but at the close of the Revolutionary War. Many of Washington’s officers were furious that they had not been
properly paid or appreciated for their efforts in the Revolution, so they started to plan a second revolt—this
time against Congress. There was talk of placing Washington as king of a new nation. But Washington was not
about to become a monarch like the one he had worked so hard to defeat, so he used his powers of persuasion
to stop the revolt before it got started.

Unlike successful leaders of past revolutions, Washington willfully and unconditionally surrendered his power
just when it reached its apex. When many world leaders expected Washington to assume his rightful place as
the ruler of a new nation, he laid down his sword and took up his plow.

Today, we take our freedom so much for granted, and accept democracy as so natural and so right, that it is
hard to imagine the importance of Washington’s voluntary retirement. But in 1783, it was an earth-shattering
event. The highly skeptical King George III, perhaps confident that Washington’s retire-
ment was some sort of scam, predicted that if the commander in chief gives up all his
power and returns to his farm, he will be the "greatest man in the world." Just a few years
later, when Napoleon lay on his deathbed, defeated and forlorn, his last words were "they
expected me to be another Washington." It was as if the people of France had asked for the
impossible—how could anyone possibly live up to Washington’s standards?

Continued on Page 6
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George Washington, Continued from Page 5

5. Washington was one of the wealthiest men in Virginia, but also one of the most frugal. After

his father died when he was just 11 years old, Washington, his mother, and his siblings had to

struggle to make ends meet. At the age of 16, Washington started work as a surveyor to help his

mother cover the family expenses. Washington’s fortunes changed after he inherited Mount
Vernon from his older half-brother and he married the wealthy widow Martha Dandridge Custis. But
throughout his life, he remembered the value of a dollar. When he needed a much larger home, he continued
to add to a simple frame house instead of tearing down a perfectly good structure and starting from scratch.
When the house was expanded, the staircase in the small original house was recycled to serve as the access to
the garret. When the Revolutionary War started, he purchased a used traveling trunk—much like you or I
would at a yard sale today—and placed his family brass nameplate directly on top of the last owner’s initials.
He was always pressing his farm managers and workers to recycle old materials, and to use fallen wood from
the forests rather than cut down trees. A stickler for detail, Washington once calculated that a bushel of timo-
thy seeds would include on average 13,410,000 kernels. Washington died a wealthy man because he believed
in his friend Benjamin Franklin’s edict, "a penny saved is a penny earned."

6. Washington owned slaves, but at the end of his life he was against slavery. Washington became a slave
owner at the age of 11, when he inherited about 10 slaves at the death of his father. By the time he died,
Washington and his wife owned more than 300. Yet during the course of 50 years, Washington’s opinions
about the institution of slavery changed dramatically. His travels north taught him that agriculture could be
carried out successfully without slave labor, and he witnessed young African Americans fighting fiercely for
the colonists’ cause in the Revolution.

Unlike most of the Founding Fathers who owned slaves, Washington freed his slaves in his last will and tes-
tament and set aside funds to help them begin a new life. He wrote on several occasions that he was opposed
to slavery, noting that "there is not a man living who wishes more than I do, to see a plan adopted for the
abolition of it."

7. Washington’s teeth were not made from wood, but they were definitely false. Lots of people were
"dentally challenged" in the 18th century and because there were far fewer methods to prevent decay than we
have today, few adults possessed a full set of pearly whites. It seems that Washington tried to crack walnuts
with his teeth when he was a teenager, and not long after, they began to loosen and fall out. Washington’s
dental problems were clearly evident by the time he reached his late twenties, when a fellow soldier noted
that Washington’s "mouth is large and generally firmly closed, but ... from time to time disclosed some de-
fective teeth." Although Washington followed the advice of contemporary dentists—he used dental powders
and a toothbrush remarkably similar to our own—his dental dilemma persisted. In the 1780s, a French dentist
tried unsuccessfully to transplant teeth into Washington’s mouth, and some evidence exists that several enter-
prising slaves at Mount Vernon sold their teeth for this experiment. By the time he took the oath of office as
president, Washington was in full dentures, which produced a noticeable change in the appearance of his
face, as well as a somewhat hollow and flat voice.

Despite legends to the contrary, Washington’s false teeth were not constructed from wood. The teeth were
carved from the larger teeth of animals such as cows, or in some cases, from ivory tusks. They were then at-
tached to a metal frame, fitted with tiny springs. Washington tried several different pairs of dentures, but al-
ways complained that they were ill-fitting.

The above article is reprinted from Short Talk Bulletin (Vol. 76, No. 11, November 1998). To obtain copies of this or other MSA publi-
cations, write to 8120 Fenton Street, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-4785 or visit them on the web at www.msana.com. Used with per-
mission.




About Us

Bethpage Bﬂdge Ne. 521 Free and Uccepted Masons was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Free and

Accepted Masons of Tennessee on January 27, 1885. It is named for the
small community in which the lodge hall sits. Bethpage, Tennessee is an
unincorporated town in northern Sumner County, just north of Nash-
ville. In its 123 years, the lodge has flourished and been the Masonic
. home to many traveling brethren. It is a country lodge with many tradi-
tions. It currently has an active membership of around 90 members.
Bethpage Lodge meets on the Third Thursday of each month at 7 pm,
and its meetings are open to all Master Masons from Masonic Jurisdic-
tions recognized by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee.

e lodge. Brother Staf-
20006 as a service to the Lodge and has conti

Lodge of Tennessee, or Freemasonry. If you have questi mments, please direct
those to Brother Statford via e-mail at
bethpagelodoes2l@bellsouth.net, ©

Submission - Although Gews of Purpose is the official educational voice of Bethpage Lodge, the lodge encout-
ages anyone who has an interest in Masonic Education to submit possible material for inclusion in the newslet-
ter. Items on Masonic history, philosophy, ideology, figures, and symbolism will be considered. Of course due
credit will be given to the writer and if the writer is not a member of Bethpage Lodge, his lodge will be identi-
fied. Gems of Purpose reserves the right to edit all submissions. ®©

pﬁt to those who have
exptcssed 4 priof interest in feceiving the mcluded mfarmauon fot: research and educ&tional purposes. For
www liw corclledu/useode/ L1/ 107 shiml
Notwithstunding the provisions of sections 106 and 1064, rhe fazr uscofa copyﬁghted wm:k mcitzdmg suc ies ot phonorecctds
or by any other means specitied by that section, tor purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, opices for classroom
use), scholarship, or research, is not an infrineenment of copyrieht, In determining whether the use made is a fair usc the fac
tots to be considered shall include (1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use for nonprofit educa
tional purposes, (2) the nature of the copyrighted work: (3) the amount and substantiality of the portion us ted work as a whole;
and (&) the effect of the use upon the potential market For or value of the copyrighted work. The fact that not itself bar a finding
of fair use if such findine is made upon consideration of all the above Factors.

This publication, Gems of Purpose, may at times contain copyrighted material the use of whi ays been specifically
authorized by the copyright owner: however, credit is always given to the author of said works so is available to the pub-
hsher The publishers of thm medla take cvery effc:rrt to prevent copy write inftincement on our part; however, through miscommu-
2 may have been used. For this use we apologize. If the
ill correct the mistake on all future prints of the is !
ss consent. Thls isa closed communication not intend




ANNIVERSARY MASONIC
LECTURE SERIES

1265 Years of az:womy

ﬁetgry;fmre, #e21 BETHPAGE LODGE NO. 521

Bethpage Lodge 1s pleased to announce that 1t will host an Anniversary Masonic
Lecture Series 1n celebration of 125 years of Masonry in Bethpage, Tennessee. Lec-
tures will be held quarterly throughout 2009 at our Stated Communications. The
first lecture will be held on the Third Thursday of January (15). The speaker will be
Worshiptul Brother John L. Palmer, PGM of Masons of the State of Tennessee.
He will be speaking on the Evolution of the Tennessee Craftsman. It promises to
be a very informative and entertaining session. The lodge invites all regular Master
Masons to attend the lecture. A meal will be served at 6:00 pm, and the lodge will
open at 6:45 pm. Brother Palmer’s lecture will immediately follow the opening of
the lodge. Speakers of upcoming lectures include Brother Joe Kindoll and Brother
Tom Driber, Ph.D.. For more information, contact David Stafford, the lodge secre-

tary, by the means provided below.
° ®

What: Anniversary Masonic Lecture Series
Presenter: Worshiptul Brother John L. Palmer, PGM of Tennessee
Subject:  The Evolution of the Tennessee Craftsman

Where: Bethpage Masonic Lodge,
695 Old Highway 31E, Bethpage

When: January 15, 2009 Dr. David E. Stafford, PM-Sec’y
550 E. Bledsoe Street, Apt 23-B
Time: Meal at 6:00 PM Gallatin, TN 87066
Lodge Opens at 7:00 PM (619) 452-2709—Home
(615) 890-1838—Cell




