2005 CONSTITUTION

OF THE

FILIPINO MASONS OF GREATER SEATTLE (FILMAGS)


ARTICLE I - NAME

Section A   The name of the organization shall be the “Filipino Masons of Greater Seattle” (FILMAGS).

Section B.   The Association shall be legally registered in the State of Washington as a non-profit corporation.

Section C.
The official business address of the Association shall be maintained by the Secretary.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP

Section A.
All members of the Association must be Master Masons in good standing in their respective Blue Lodges and residing in the Greater Seattle area.

Section B.
Regular members shall be paying members.

Section C.
Honorary members shall be brethren who have distinguished themselves in Masonic activities, duly recommended by two regular members and exempted from the payment of any dues but their voluntary contributions may be accepted.  Their acceptance shall require a two-thirds approval by the membership in a regular meeting.  They shall have no voting rights nor be elected into office.  

Section D.
Any member can be dropped from the roll for unexcused absences, nonpayment of dues and other reasons that may be identified later.  The Secretary or the Chair of the Membership Committee shall make the recommendations.

Section E.
Any member can be expelled by the body for conduct unbecoming of a member after an investigation by a duly constituted panel.

Section F.
Any member dropped or expelled may be readmitted upon due approval of the body.

Section G.
Any member can also drop his membership by giving due notice.

Section H.
Every member shall pay a one-time membership fee and annual dues prorated for the year based on the month of entry.  The respective amounts shall be decided by the body and may be increased or waived accordingly.

ARTICLE III - MEETINGS

Section A.
The regular meeting shall be every second Saturday of the month at a designated time and place.

Section B.
Special meetings may be called by the President when deemed necessary for the benefit of the Association with one week’s advance notification.

ARTICLE IV - QUORUM

Section A.
At least one-third of the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  Quorum may be waived with the attendance of at least one of the principal officers and at least three (3) regular members.

Section B.
Motions carried in the absence of the prescribed quorum may be revoked or amended if at least two-thirds of the regular members submit such direction in writing to the secretary within ten (10) calendar days after the secretary’s release of such information.  Any regular member may initiate such action.

ARTICLE V - VOTING

Section A.
Voting shall be by show of hands or by secret ballot as the body may select.

ARTICLE VI - ELECTIONS

Section A.
Elective positions shall be voted upon by secret ballot or by show of hands as the body may select.  

Section B.
Members qualified to vote are those who are up-to-date with the payment of their annual dues and physically present during the elections.  

Section C.
Election of officers shall take place in October.

ARTICLE VII - OFFICERS

Section A.
The following are the Association’s principal elected officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  

Section B.
The President shall appoint subordinate officers as deemed necessary.

Section C.
The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be held simultaneously by one person.

Section D.
The terms of office shall be one calendar year (January 1 to December 31)  or until their successor shall be elected.

Section E.
When a vacancy occurs in any position, the election or appointment to the vacant position shall be made at a regular meeting with at least one week’s advance notice.

ARTICLE VIII - DUTIES OF ELECTED OFFICERS

Section A.
The President shall:

(1) Be the Executive Officer of the Association;

(2) When present, preside over all regular and special meetings;

(3) Be an ex-officio member of all committees; and

(4) Enforce the Constitution and by-laws of the Association.

Section B.
The Vice-President shall:

(1) Assume the responsibilities of the President in his absence and/or incapacity, and

(2) Attend to all matters delegated by the President.

Section C.
The Secretary shall:

(1) Record the minutes of the meetings;

(2) Maintain the records of the Association;

(3) Be the custodian of the Seal;

(4) File all necessary documents to all the instrumentalities of the government; 

(5) Maintain a Petty Cash/Fund and submit a statement of disbursements to the Treasurer for replenishment;

(6) Within reasonable time, notify the membership in writing of all pertinent motions adopted and business transacted on all regular and special meetings; and

(7) Send all necessary communication and notices to all concerned members.  

Section D.
The Treasurer shall:

(1) Receive all monies, dues, contributions and be the custodian of all properties of the Association;

(2) Issue receipts;

(3) Deposit such collections in a reputable bank designated by the body and withdraw such sums or issue checks only if countersigned by the President;

(4) Maintain an accurate and complete record of all monies received and disbursed;

(5) Be the custodian of all the properties of the Association;

(6) Submit financial reports during meetings; and

(7) Render a written annual report of all transactions.

ARTICLE IX - COMMITTEES

Section A.
Committees shall be created by the President when needed with the approval of the body and shall appoint Committee chairmen, or members as may be necessary.

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS

Section A.
These Constitution and by-laws can be amended, repealed or replaced in whole or in part in the event that change is deemed necessary.

Section B.
Amendments shall be voted at a regular meeting with at least one week’s notice being given.

Section C.
Approval shall require a two-thirds vote of the membership.  Affirmation shall be made in writing.  Failure of a member to notify the Secretary of his objection within ten days shall imply consent. 
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