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From the EasT

Dear Brethren,

Thank you for allowing me to serve in the East for the past four years.  It has been a great honor and pleasure for me. At times it has been a challenge, but many of you have helped when it was needed, and for that I am very grateful. 
Our challenge now is to re-invigorate the Lodge for the years ahead. At the request of incoming WM Paul Thorne, I have talked with WM Tom Grisham and Treasurer Joe Holtorf of Unity Lodge #48 of St. Charles (now meeting in Geneva) about how our Lodges could help each other. We initially suggested that Unity Lodge meet at our Temple in Elburn, and that we could try to have joint meetings once a month. While there would be some advantage to Unity in that move, when they discussed it in their Lodge, they felt they would lose too many members who would not be willing to drive the extra distance to meet in Elburn. 

As an alternative, Brother Joe proposed that Unity recruit between four and twelve of their active brethren to become plural members of both Blackberry and Unity Lodges. That would allow them to hold office and help us make quorum when necessary. It also would give us an influx of new ideas and activity that could help us to build a stronger Lodge in our growing community. That proposal was approved at Unity Lodge, subject to agreement by Blackberry Lodge at our Stated Meeting on November 14. 

If we are to keep Blackberry Lodge #359 alive, this should help us. If we are not able to stay viable, then this will help plant the seeds for a possible future consolidation of our two Lodges. Either way, it will be good for our Lodge. 
Again, thank you for allowing me to serve in the East. I feel the future of our Lodge is bright, and we will be active in Elburn for many years to come. 

May Brotherly Love Prevail,
Eric Sanders, WM

Installation of Officers

Our next Stated Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 14 at 7:30 p.m. We will open and close short form, and then have an open installation of officers beginning at about 8:00 p.m. Here is our incoming slate of officers:

	WM
	Paul Thorne

	SW
	Eric Sanders

	JW
	Charles Capes

	TR
	Bob Armstrong

	SEC
	David Capes

	CH
	Sam Beirger

	SD
	Tim Ward

	JD
	Dean Capes

	SS
	Percy Meredith

	JS
	Lee Felski

	M
	Ralph Conley

	TY
	Dave Vaughn


Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers celebrate being Raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in November. Congratulations to both of you! 

	William R. Thompson 
	11/8/1955
	51 Years

	James E. Olmsted
	11/19/1975
	31 Years


Proposal for Changing our stated meeting Night
To enhance our ability to cooperate with other Lodges, on Tuesday, November 14, WM Eric Sanders will propose that Blackberry Lodge #359 move its stated meetings back to meeting twice a month, on the first and third Monday. No other Lodges or auxiliary bodies meet on that night, and it would make it easier for us to work with those members of other Lodges. 

As many of you know, the Grand Lodge requires that we hold ten stated meetings each year. As it stands now, we only have ten meetings scheduled, so we have to make quorum each night, and have been able to do so, but just barely sometimes. By scheduling twenty meetings, if we are unable to make quorum some nights, we will not be in danger of losing our charter. 

Since this proposal would require a change in our Lodge Bylaws, it must be proposed at least thirty days in advance, and then voted on at the next stated meeting. Therefore, plan to discuss this proposal over the course of the next month, and then vote on it in December.  
Officers List 2006

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-782-0660

	SW
	Percy L. Meredith 
	630-365-6138

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Sam J. Beiriger
	630-879-8540

	SD
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JD
	Noel Buhay
	630-466-3731

	SS
	Bruce H. Conley
	630-365-6184

	JS
	Benjamin Conley
	630-365-6184

	MA
	Timothy J. Ward 
	630-510-7663

	TI
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893


Around the District

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Fox Valley Order of the Eastern Star – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 

Masters’ and Wardens’ breakfast, 7:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 11 at Papa G’s in Elburn

All Mason’s invited
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 6:00 p.m. (the night of our stated meeting and installation of officers), Fox Valley Order of the Eastern Star election of officers and potluck dinner at Batavia Lodge. 
Saturday, Nov. 18, 9:00 a.m., Fall Ceremonial, Medinah Shriners in Addison. 
Wednesday, November 22, 7:30 p.m., Calvary Commandery #25 in Cary. 

Saturday, November 26, 2006, 7:00 a.m., Pancake Breakfast with Santa at Batavia Lodge. 

For Want of a Nail

For want of a nail the shoe was lost.
For want of a shoe the horse was lost.
For want of a horse the rider was lost.
For want of a rider the battle was lost.
For want of a battle the kingdom was lost.
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail. 

~ Anonymous
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