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From the EasT

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again...

 

Theodore Roosevelt

CITIZENSHIP IN A REPUBLIC

"The Man in the Arena" Speech at the Sorbonne

Paris, France

April 23, 1910

 

This month we will celebrate the ultimate sacrifice given by many of our brethren over the years in the cause of freedom. President Roosevelt was also a Mason, who joined the Craft the same year that he was sworn in as President, 1901. He understood the hard work that it takes to achieve a goal, and was not afraid to make that effort for the cause of freedom.  The quote above certainly shows that. 

Many of you are veterans who lost friends and family members in the fights for our country’s freedom over the years. Let us remember them this month by our actions, and by our ongoing efforts to exercise that hard-won freedom. 

Let us be “doers of deeds” who may err from time to time, but who continually try to do our best, and keep getting better in the process.  We can do that as citizens, as masons and as men. Above all else, let us be “doers.”
May Brotherly Love Prevail,

 

Eric Sanders, WM

Special visitor for May 9 

Stated Meeting

We will have a special treat for our next Stated Meeting on May 9. 

Brother Tom Sulek, JW at Geneva Lodge, will visit us to deliver a presentation called "The Secrets of the Cathedral Builders." Tom has presented information on Masonic rituals and history in Geneva and other lodges, and should help us have a very interesting evening. Please be sure to attend. 
Appreciative Inquiry and Masonry

Due to an unexpected schedule change last month, we had a different type of meeting than the degree work that had been planned. WM Eric Sanders led the Lodge in a process called Appreciative Inquiry to help identify the great things that Lodge has done in the past, how those things were done, a vision for the future of the Lodge that builds on those great past achievements, and a strategy to make that vision become reality. 

We shared stories of Lodge successes in years past, and some of the things done to make those successes. The key thread through the suggestions was to have more than just a business meeting once a month. We need to have other activities before, after and during the stated meetings to make being a Mason at Blackberry Lodge interesting and rewarding. 

Please share your memories of future Lodge activities, and suggestions for future ones with Eric via e-mail, mail, phone calls or any other means possible. Over the next few months, as we choose a new WM, let’s have a strategy in place to help him be successful in leading the Lodge to even more great accomplishments in the future. 

Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in May.  

We congratulate you all!


	James R. Thompson
	5/13/1943
	63 Years

	James L. Meredith
	5/25/1983
	23 Years

	David W. Thorne
	5/28/1985
	21 Years

	Kenneth D. Thorne
	5/28/1985
	21 Years


Officers List 2006

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-782-0660

	SW
	Percy L. Meredith 
	630-365-6138

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Sam J. Beiriger
	630-879-8540

	SD
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JD
	Noel Buhay
	630-466-3731

	SS
	Bruce H. Conley
	630-365-6184

	JS
	Benjamin Conley
	630-365-6184

	MA
	Timothy J. Ward 
	630-510-7663

	TI
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893


Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Upcoming Events

Blackberry Lodge Stated Meeting, on Tuesday, May 9, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.

Special presentation on “The Secrets of the Cathedral Builders” by Bro. Tom Sulek 
Blackberry 
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Happy Memorial Day!
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