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Several years ago, a friend of mine and her husband were invited to spend the weekend at the husband's employer's home. My friend, Arlene, was nervous about the weekend. The boss was very wealthy, with a fine home on the waterway, and cars costing more than her house. 

The first day and evening went well, and Arlene was delighted to have this rare glimpse into how the very wealthy live.  The husband's employer was quite generous as a host, and took them to the finest restaurants. Arlene knew she would never have the opportunity to indulge in this kind of extravagance again, so was enjoying herself immensely. As the three of them were about to enter an exclusive restaurant that evening, the boss was walking slightly ahead of Arlene and her husband. He stopped suddenly, looking down on the pavement for a long, silent moment. Arlene wondered if she was supposed to pass him. There was nothing on the ground except a single darkened penny that someone had dropped, and a few cigarette butts. Still silent, the man reached down and picked up the penny. He held it up and smiled, then put it in his pocket as if he had found a great treasure. 

How absurd! What need did this man have for a single penny? Why would he even take the time to stop and pick it up? Throughout dinner, the entire scene nagged at her. Finally, she could stand it no longer.  She causally mentioned that her daughter once had a coin collection, and asked if the penny he had found had been of some value. A smile crept across the man's face as he reached into his pocket for the penny and held it out for her to see. She had seen many pennies before! What was the point of this? 


"Look at it." He said. "Read what it says." 

She read the words "United States of America." 

"No, not that; read further." 
"One cent?"  

"No, keep reading." 

"In God we Trust?" 

"Yes!" 

"And?" 


"And if I trust in God, the name of God is holy, even on a coin. Whenever I find a coin I see that inscription. It is written on every single United States coin, but we never seem to notice it! God drops a message right in front of me telling me to trust Him? Who am I to pass it by? When I see a coin, I pray, I stop to see if my trust IS in God at that moment. I pick the coin up as a response to God; that I do trust in Him. For a short time, at least, I cherish it as if it were gold. I think it is God's way of starting a conversation with me. Lucky for me, God is patient and pennies are plentiful! 

When I was out shopping today, I found a penny on the sidewalk. I stopped and picked it up, and realized that I had been worrying and fretting in my mind about things I cannot change. I read the words, "In God We Trust," and had to laugh. Yes, God, I get the message. It seems that I have been finding an inordinate number of pennies in the last few months, but then, pennies are plentiful! And, God is patient... 

From: http://www.xanga.com/Andowa
 

 

From the EasT

My niece sent me the story above recently, and I thought you would enjoy it. Especially as we have just celebrated Memorial Day and are about to celebrate Flag Day and then the Fourth of July. God certainly had a hand in establishing this country, and did so through many good Masons. 

The next time you see a coin on the ground, think about the reminder that God is giving you at that time. Remember in whom you put your trust, as you did when you became a Mason. Thank Heaven that pennies are plentiful, and God is patient…

May Brotherly Love Prevail,

 

Eric Sanders, WM

Special visitor AT May 9 

Stated Meeting

We had a special treat at our Stated Meeting on May 9. Brother Tom Sulek, JW at Geneva Lodge, will visit us to deliver a presentation called "The Secrets of the Cathedral Builders." By all accounts, Tom gave a great presentation, and all of the brethren who were there enjoyed it. All of us at Blackberry Lodge thank Tom for coming out, and look forward to having him visit again in the future to help us learn more about our craft. 

SEcond Degree to be COnducted on June 13 

A Candidate who has already become an Entered Apprentice will be passed to the degree of Fellowcraft at our June 13 Stated Meeting. All of us have an opportunity to help him in this accomplishment, whether we take a part in the degree itself, or we are on the sidelines watching and encouraging him. Please attend if at all possible.  

Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in the summer  

We congratulate you all!


	Leslie Meredith Jr. 
	7/17/1946
	60 Years

	Lee S. Vincent
	8/25/1953
	53 Years

	James R. Feece
	6/15/1962
	44 Years

	Roger D. Gould
	6/11/1963
	43 Years

	Dean D. Capes
	6/25/1968
	38 Years

	Peter J. Wendt
	7/7/1969
	37 Years

	Dean D. Miller
	7/30/1970
	36 Years

	Bruce H. Conley
	6/29/1976
	30 Years

	David J. Thomas
	7/28/1987
	19 Years

	Henry p. Kekoolani
	6/13/1989
	17 Years

	Eric J. Sanders
	6/10/1997
	9 Years


Officers List 2006

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-782-0660

	SW
	Percy L. Meredith 
	630-365-6138

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Sam J. Beiriger
	630-879-8540

	SD
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JD
	Noel Buhay
	630-466-3731

	SS
	Bruce H. Conley
	630-365-6184

	JS
	Benjamin Conley
	630-365-6184

	MA
	Timothy J. Ward 
	630-510-7663

	TI
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893


Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Lodge Dark in July and August

Remember that Blackberry Lodge #359 is dark in the months of July and August. 

After the June meeting, our next stated meeting will be Tuesday, September 12. 

[image: image4.jpg]/4





WM Eric Sanders and his son Danny last year on the Fourth of July
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In God We Trust
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