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From the EasT

A new year has begun, and we now have the opportunity to make resolutions, keep some and break others, but more importantly, start over again. This often is a very healthy thing to do. After the harvest, our farm fields go dormant through the winter, and then are recreated in the spring. The start of the new year gives us the chance to do the same. 

Somewhat over a year ago I changed jobs. At the time, my supervisor had been transferred to California, so I had to give notice I was resigning over the phone. I’ll never forget what he said when I told him I was leaving the company. “Eric, I’m sorry to hear you are leaving. My life is better for having known you.” That’s the highest compliment I have ever received. 

My Brethren, my life has been made better by having known all of you. I appreciate your work in the Lodge, your dedication to the Craft, your senses of humor, the chance to visit with you each month and the chance to serve our community with you. 

Our Lodge is growing again, with two new members, and another whose petition has been approved and will begin his degree work next month. Thank you for your examples and service to me, and for giving the same to these new brethren. 

The song that follows states this same idea far more eloquently than I could. Please read on.

May Brotherly Love Prevail,

 

Eric Sanders, WM

For Good
 

I've heard it said

That people come into our lives for a reason

Bringing something we must learn

And we are led to those who help us most to grow

If we let them and we help them in return.

 

Well, I don't know if I believe that's true

But I know I'm who I am today

Because I knew you.

 

Like a comet pulled from orbit as it passes a sun

Like a stream that meets a boulder halfway through the wood

Who can say if I've been changed for the better?

But because I knew you

I have been changed for good!

 

It may well be that we will never meet again in this lifetime

So let me say before we part

So much of me is made of what I've learned from you

 

You'll be with me

Like a handprint on my heart

And now, whatever way our stories end

I know you have re-written mine

By being my friend.

 

Like a ship blown from its mooring by a wind off the sea

Like a seed dropped by a skybird in a distant wood

Who can say if I've been changed for the better?

But because I knew you

I have been changed for good.

 

But because I knew you

I have been changed for good.
by Stephen Schwartz, from the musical “Wicked” 
Jim WHite’s Petition Approved
We are happy to announce that Mr. James White of Elburn has petitioned to become a Mason and join Blackberry Lodge #359. His petition was approved at our last meeting, and he will be initiated into the First Degree of Masonry on Tuesday, February 14th, during our stated meeting that month. You all are invited to attend and welcome him into our Lodge. 
New Bylaws

The Grand Lodge of Illinois, AF&AM has requested that all Lodges in the state update their bylaws. Brother Secretary, Dean Capes, graciously has completed that update, but we need to review and then vote on the new bylaws. 

According to the old bylaws, amendments to the bylaws can only be made after being proposed in writing at a stated meeting of the Lodge, and then no sooner than two weeks after the changes have been sent to all members of the Lodge. You all will receive a copy of the new bylaws with this newsletter, along with a summary of the changes made, so we will vote on them at the February 14 meeting. 

Officers List 2006

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-782-0660

	SW
	Percy L. Meredith 
	630-365-6138

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Sam J. Beiriger
	630-879-8540

	SD
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JD
	Noel Buhay
	630-466-3731

	SS
	Bruce H. Conley
	630-365-6184

	JS
	Benjamin Conley
	630-365-6184

	MA
	Timothy J. Ward 
	630-510-7663

	TI
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893


 Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in January. 

We congratulate you all!
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	Charles R. Capes
	1/11/1956
	50 Years

	Donald L. Capes
	1/14/1961
	45 Years

	Eugene M. Capes
	1/14/1961
	45 Years

	Lee J. Felski
	1/19/2002
	4 Years

	Timothy J. Ward
	1/19/2002
	4 Years

	Jason Townsend
	1/19/2002
	4 Years


Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Upcoming Events

Blackberry Lodge Stated Meeting, on Tuesday, January 10, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.

17th NE District Masonic breakfast, Saturday, January 7, 2006 at 7:30 AM, at the Colonial Restaurant, Rt. 38 and Randall Road in St. Charles. All Masons are invited.

February Stated Meeting, Tuesday, February 14, at 7:30 p.m.

Key items of business: 

1) Voting on new bylaws

2) First Degree conferral for Jim White
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Happy New Year!
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