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From the EasT

Dear Brethren,

Thank you to the brethren who attended our stated meeting last month. We had a very good discussion about the future of our Lodge. I was delighted at the candor by which we all spoke, and the sincere desire of the brethren to keep our Lodge going. We will continue working to revitalize our Lodge. We will also work to have greater contact with the brethren from other Lodges, so if the time comes when we must consider consolidation with one or more of them, we will be more able to do so. 

Our next stated meeting is on Tuesday, October 10 will be for our annual report and our Lodge Officer Elections. Worshipful Past Master Paul Thorne has volunteered to serve in the East again this coming year. Please come to elect him to that office, along with the other elected officers. There still are some opportunities to serve, so let us know if you would like to help move the Lodge forward. 
Our new District Deputy Grand Master is Dan Jones. He and I talked for some time about things we can do at the Lodge at the Grand Lodge meeting this weekend (October 6-7). Our brethren in the other Lodges in the Fox Valley area are starting to add many new members. Hopefully that trend will continue to move west, and we will start to see that growth in Elburn also. It could be a very interesting time for us. 

With your help, may brotherly love continue to prevail at Blackberry Lodge for many years to come.

Fraternally,

Eric Sanders, WM

IF

If you can keep your head when all about you

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,

But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don't give way to hating,

And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise;

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;

If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with triumph and disaster

And treat those two imposters just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken

Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to broken,

And stoop and build 'em up with worn out tools;

If you can make one heap of all your winnings

And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings

And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew

To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you

Except the Will which says to them: "Hold on";

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

Or walk with kings - nor lose the common touch;

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;

If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds' worth of distance run -

Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,

And - which is more - you'll be a Man my son!

--Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)

Masonic Anniversaries

Congratulations to Brother Clifford Johnson, who celebrates 57 years as a Master Mason in October!
Officers List 2006

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-782-0660

	SW
	Percy L. Meredith 
	630-365-6138

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Sam J. Beiriger
	630-879-8540

	SD
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JD
	Noel Buhay
	630-466-3731

	SS
	Bruce H. Conley
	630-365-6184

	JS
	Benjamin Conley
	630-365-6184

	MA
	Timothy J. Ward 
	630-510-7663

	TI
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893


Around the District

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Grand Lodge School in Wauconda, Saturday, October 14 from 8 a.m. to noon.
School Type 1 will cover opening the lodge in form 1-2-3, all floor movements, due guards and signs, the deacons and stewards’ movements, receiving the DDGM and closing on the third degree in short form.

School Type 2 will cover degree conferral (the first section of the 2nd Degree). The teaching will emphasize the ties and the similarity between degrees. This will allow the instructors to concentrate on the floor work and the ritual that ties the moves together.

Standard Club, Thursday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m. at Geneva Lodge 
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