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From the East


 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! (a little early) and Happy Easter! (also early this year)
Winter is nearing its end and Spring is fast approaching. Hopefully by this time next month we can put away our snow shovels until next winter and start our spring plantings, lawn care and vacations. Before we head out of town or get too caught up in other activities, let’s see if we can find a few minutes to help our community and the Lodge. We have two fun and important activities coming up this month. 
When then Grand Senior Deacon Gary Duffy visited our Lodge last September, he challenged us to come up with some sort of program or activity to strengthen both our lodge and out community. One of his suggestions was to implement a Teddy Bear donation program similar to that done by the Glen Ellyn Lodge. We can donate Teddy Bears to a local group such as the police or fire department. It seems like it would be a good way to raise the visibility of the Lodge in the community, and to do good for the children (perhaps some orphans) in the community as well. Let’s discuss it at the Lodge this month, and decide if we want to start this program, and if so, to what level.

We also have the chance to test your knowledge of Masonic Trivia this month. Yes, it’s time for the Eureka Challenge again. Put on your thinking caps and come to the Lodge this month. We will all have fun and some of us might even learn a few things. Many of you have already forgotten more things about Masonry than I have learned, and that’s OK too. Come share your time with us, and you may be able to retrieve more of that knowledge than you thought possible.

Fraternally yours,

 

Eric Sanders, WM

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, March 8, 2005: Eureka Challenge at our Stated Meeting 
Wednesday, March 30, 2005 Standard Club, hosted by Blackberry Lodge, 

Rod work at 6:30 p.m., Instruction at 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 9, 2005: Leadership Development Workshop                                                                Willowbrook, IL (at the Holiday Inn, Rt. 83 & I-55) Contact Eric Sanders for details.

Saturday, Sept 10, 2005, Grand Master's Festival, Chicago, Valley of Chicago, AASR

A Glass of Milk
One day, a poor boy who was selling goods from door to door to pay his way through school, found he had only one thin dime left, and he was hungry. He decided he would ask for a meal at the next house.  However, he lost his nerve when a lovely young woman opened the door. Instead of a meal he asked for a drink of water.  She thought he looked hungry so brought him a large glass of milk.  He drank it slowly, and then asked, How much do I owe you?
You don't owe me anything, she replied. "Mother has taught us never to accept pay for a kindness."

He said..... "Then I thank you from my heart."

As Howard Kelly left that house, he not only felt stronger physically, but his faith in God and man was strong also.  He had been ready to give up and quit.

Many years later that same young woman became critically ill.  The local doctors were baffled!  They finally sent her to the big city, where they called in specialists to study her rare disease.

Dr. Howard Kelly was called in for the consultation.  When he heard the name of the town she came from, a strange light filled his eyes. Immediately he rose and went down the hall of the hospital to her room. Dressed in his doctor's gown he went in to see her.  He recognized her at once. He went back to the consultation room determined to do his best to save her life.  From that day he gave special attention to her case.

After a long struggle, the battle was won.

Dr. Kelly requested the business office to pass the final bill to him for approval.  He looked at it, then wrote something on the edge and the bill was sent to her room.  She feared to open it, for she was sure it would take the rest of her life to pay for it all. Finally she looked, and something caught her attention on the side of the bill. She read these words.....

"Paid in full with one glass of milk

(Signed) Dr. Howard Kelly."

Tears of joy flooded her eyes as her happy heart prayed: "Thank You, God, that Your love has spread broad through human hearts and hands."

The good deed you do today may benefit you or someone you love at the least expected time.  If you never see the deed again at least you will have made the world a better place - And, after all, isn't that what life is all about?

Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meeting on 3/14 and 3/28

Blackberry Lodge – Meeting on 3/8

Dundee Lodge – Meeting on 3/3 and 3/17

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 3/14

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 3/1 and 3/15

Unity Lodge – Meeting on 3/3 and 3/17

Officers List 2005

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	SD
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	JD
	Jason Townsend
	630-667-3357

	SS
	Eugene Capes
	630-365-6648

	JS
	Eugene Capes II
	815-827-4902

	MA
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663
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