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From the East


 

Spring is officially here, and I am very glad for it. It’s a time to celebrate new life and to enjoy the wonderful world that the Grand Architect made for us. 
Celebrating life is especially important to me this month, as my father passed away last month. He was 75 years old, and over the past several years had three major strokes. My son is only eight months old now, and never had the pleasure of seeing his grandfather. He will only know him through the stories and photos I share with him.  
After Dad had his first stroke in 1990, I put together our family genealogy and a photo album of his life with everything from baby pictures to his wedding photos with my mom to old resumes up to photos after he had the stroke. I made a copy for each of my siblings, and we brought them to his funeral. I’m so glad I took the time to do that while he was living, so we could share it with the next generation at his passing. 
Many of you have already raised your families, but some of us have young children still. All of us need to pass on our memories to our children, and they to theirs, so we can preserve our family histories. I strongly recommend you write down the stories of your lives and families, put photos in albums, organize your home videos and do whatever else you can to preserve your family memories. Don’t wait. Do it now.
Life is too short, and our families are too precious not to preserve them. And when all is said and done, it is the memories that we preserve. Let’s celebrate the new life of spring, and the new lives of our children and grandchildren, by giving them memories of joys with us now, stories of the joys and sorrows we have shared with our forebears in the past. 

Fraternally yours,

 

Eric Sanders, WM

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, April 12, 2005: Regular stated meeting and Official visit of District Deputy Grand Master, Richard Mickelsen

Saturday, April 9, 2005: Leadership Development Workshop                                                                Willowbrook, IL (at the Holiday Inn, Rt. 83 & I-55) Contact Eric Sanders for details.

Monday, June 20, 2005: Grand Lodge of Illinois 7th Annual Golf Outing, at the Railside Golf Club in Gibson City, IL. Cost is $60 which includes golf cart and banquet afterwards. Funds go to benefit the Illinois Masonic Foundation for Drug and Alcohol Abuse. 

Upcoming Events (continued)

Saturday, Sept 10, 2005, Grand Master's Festival, Chicago, Valley of Chicago, AASR
Lodge History

In addition to preserving our family histories, we should try to preserve our Lodge history. Blackberry Lodge has been an important part of Elburn for 135 years now. Many of you brethren have been a part of that history for a half-century or more. Please help us newer Lodge members learn what went on at the Lodge before us. Who were the members, and what activities did you do? Do you have photos of previous Lodge functions or members? If so, please share them with us. Let’s assemble a comprehensive Lodge history, and then share it with the community that our Brethren over the years have helped build. 
If each of us sends one photo and one story, we will rapidly have 60 stories and photos of Lodge history. Think of how fun it would be to see that!

Please send your stories and photos to WM Eric Sanders, either via e-mail or regular mail:

Eric Sanders
585 W. Lorraine Ave.

Elmhurst, IL 60126-1820

e-mail: sanders6@aol.com
I AM ready for my last degree
An old man lay sick in the Masonic Home.

His face was as wan as the white sea foam.

His eyes were dim, his hair was gray,

His back was bent with the trials of the way.

He faltering spoke, but I heard him say,

I'm ready for my last degree.

I've come to the end of the level of time

That leads us all to that Grand Lodge sublime

From whose borne none ever return.

More light in Masonry there I shall learn

By an Altar where light shall evermore shine,

I'm ready for my last degree.

With the Apprentice's gauge, I've divided my time

Into three equal parts since life's early prime.

And this I have found amidst life's great turmoil,

My wages are due me, in Corn, Wine and Oil.

I'm ready for my last degree.

Each day from life's quarries, I've hewn a stone,

With the gavel I've shaped them, each one alone,

And shipped them along beyond that bright stand,

To build me a house in that great better land.

A spiritual house not made with hands.

I'm ready for my last degree.

I've squared each stone by the virtue square,

And plumbed them all true, as I shipped them there.

With the compass I've measured the Master's designs

And kept within due bounds, with his points and his signs.

My blue prints are folded, I've answered his signs.

I'm ready for my last degree.

The mortar I've made, from friendship and love,

To be spread with the Master's trowel up above.

My apron is worn, but its surface is white.

My working tools now will be cold and quiet.

My Trestle Board's bare, and I'm going tonight.

I'm ready for my last degree.

A few moments later, the old man was dead.

And I fancy that I could see his soul as it fled,

Upward and onward, to the great door,

Where he gave an alarm, and a voice did implore.

The old man gave his answer with these words once more,

I'm ready for my last degree.

That night in a lodge, free from all strife and storm,

He took that degree, his last in due form.

So may I live like he did, to build day by day,

A spiritual house, in that land far away.

So I, when I meet my Grand Master I can say,

I'm ready for my last degree.

Author Unknown

Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meeting on 4/11 and 4/25
Blackberry Lodge – Meeting on 3/12
Dundee Lodge – Meeting on 3/7 and 3/21

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 3/14

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 3/5 and 3/19
Unity Lodge – Meeting on 3/7 and 3/21
Officers List 2005

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	SD
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	JD
	Jason Townsend
	630-667-3357

	SS
	Eugene Capes
	630-365-6648

	JS
	Eugene Capes II
	815-827-4902

	MA
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663
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