[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image4.emf] 

Newsletter Contents  




[image: image5.png]



George Peters with his lovely wife, Lucy, when George received his 50-year pin from Cliff Johnson and Ralph Conley (and Eric Sanders, who took the photo), 5/14/2003.

From the East

The photo above is of Brother George Peters receiving his 50-year pin a few years ago, in 2003. It was a pleasure to give that award to him, and it’s about time you all go to see the photo of the event. You can see from the note on the photo below that we got the extra information we needed on the scholarship photo that was listed in last month’s newsletter. Past Master Peter Wendt wrote to tell me who he was in the photo, and then looking through the minutes of that time period I found the date and name of the scholarship recipient. 

As we prepare for our summer recess, please think of a story or send a photo that you have of our Lodge. Looking through the old minutes was very interesting. I see many familiar names and a few not so familiar ones. Especially for the latter, it would be wonderful to learn more about the brethren who strengthened our Lodge over the past 50 years from those of you who helped them do so.
If any of you are interested in helping host an Open House during Elburn Days, or marching in the parade, please contact me. 
Fraternally yours,

 

Eric Sanders, WM
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WM Johnnie Thomas presenting a $750 scholarship on June 11, 1990 
L to R: Cliff Johnson, Percy Meredith, Johnnie Thomas, Ralph Conley, Dean Capes, Robert Landis, Jodi Lynn Peterson (scholarship recipient), Peter Wendt, Mrs. And Mr. Peterson.
ONe Blackberry Lodge Story:

Why we installed ceiling fans
June 10, 1997 was a hot day--82 degrees at 63% humidity. Since our Lodge is on the second floor of an older brick building with a flat, black tar roof, by the time we met that evening it was HOT in the Lodge. 

That was the day current WM Eric Sanders was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. A visiting York rite team performed the ritual, with Bro. Dale Corrice, whom I had met in an on-line Masonic Listserv as Senior Deacon. It was a wonderful ceremony, all the more amazing to me at that time. 
JW Paul Thorne and WM Dean Capes had provided us with deep dish pizza, vegetable slices and fruit before and after the meeting, although after the degree work, most people left fairly quickly because of the heat. After the meeting, we discussed how hot it was, and how air conditioning was too expensive for the Lodge at that time. I suggested ceiling fans might help, and by the time we met again the following September, two fans were installed by Bro. Charlie Capes. 

And that is how we got ceiling fans at Blackberry Lodge, #359.

Officers List 2005

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	SD
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	JD
	Jason Townsend
	630-667-3357

	SS
	Eugene Capes
	630-365-6648

	JS
	Eugene Capes II
	815-827-4902

	MA
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663


Last night I knelt where hiram Knelt
Last night I knelt where Hiram knelt

And took an obligation,

Today I'm closer to my God,

And I'm a Master Mason.

Tho' heretofore my fellow men,

Seemed each one like the other,

Today I search each one apart,

I'm looking for "my brother."

And, as I feel his friendly grip,

It fills my heart with pride,

I know that while I'm on the square,

That he is on my side.

His footsteps on my errand go,

If I should such require,

His prayers will plead in my behalf,

If I should so desire.

My words are safe within his breasts

As though within my own,

His hand forever at my back,

To help me safely Home.

Good counsels whispers in my ear,

And warns of any danger,

By square & compass, Brother now!

Who once would call me stranger.

I might have lived a moral life,

And risen to distinction,

Without my Brother's helping hand,

And fellowship of Masons.

But God, who knows how hard it is,

To resist life's temptations,

Knows why I knelt where Hiram knelt

And took that obligation.

Author Unknown 

Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in June. 

Be sure to congratulate them.
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	James R. Feece
	6/15/1962
	43 Years

	Roger D. Gould
	6/11/1963
	42 Years

	Dean D. Capes
	6/25/1968
	37 Years

	Bruce H. Conley
	6/29/1976
	29 Years

	Henry P. Kekoolani
	6/13/1989
	16 Years

	Eric J. Sanders
	6/10/1997
	  8 Years


Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Upcoming Events

Blackberry Lodge Stated Meeting, on June 14 at 7:30 p.m.

June 29, Standard Club at Batavia Lodge

Rod work starts at 6:30 p.m. and instruction begins at 7:00 p.m.

Monday, June 20, 2005: Grand Lodge of Illinois 7th Annual Golf Outing, at the Railside Golf Club in Gibson City, IL. Cost is $60 which includes golf cart and banquet afterwards. Funds benefit the Illinois Masonic Foundation for Drug and Alcohol Abuse. 

Saturday, Sept 10, 2005, Grand Master's Festival, Chicago, Valley of Chicago, AASR
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