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Phoenix Rising 
From the East

We’ve all heard of the phoenix over the years. It symbolizes immortality, resurrection and life after death. 

According to ancient Greeks, the bird lived in Arabia, near a cool well. Every morning at dawn, the sun god would stop his chariot to listen to the bird sing a beautiful song while it bathed in the well. When the bird felt its death was near, it would build a nest of aromatic wood and set it on fire. The bird then was consumed by the flames, and a new phoenix sprang forth from the pyre. 
As I begin and begin my fourth and final year as Worshipful Master of Blackberry Lodge #359, I call on you, my brethren, to help the Lodge rise again. Unlike the phoenix, we haven’t died completely, but we’ve come too close for comfort. Ten years ago the Lodge nearly closed. We were down to 32 members and had only three or four showing up for Lodge meetings. We then surged to 99 members, only to begin another slow decline. There are now 58 members in the Lodge. 
The good news is that we gained two new members last month, so we are up one from last year, and we have another petition to vote upon now. The key to our success in maintaining our Lodge is in keeping these new members active in the Lodge. That is where all of the “old timers” can help. 
You all have much to contribute, especially you who are long-term Masons. We need your knowledge, memories and experience to pass the leadership of the Lodge on to the next generation of community leaders. Those of you who live far away from the lodge can contribute by sharing stories and photos of your experiences in the Lodge in the past. Those who live locally can do that, and also if each of you attend Lodge just once during the coming year, that will add on average four people per meeting in attendance, and a world of knowledge for our new brethren. Let’s make Blackberry Lodge rise again, like the phoenix of old, into one of the strongest Lodges in Northern Illinois.
May Brotherly Love Prevail,

 

Eric Sanders, WM
Special Notice
Our next stated meeting is on Tuesday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m. We will open and close short form, so we can move directly to an open meeting for the installation of officers. Please join us if you can.

 

Officers List 2005

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-782-0660

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	SD
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	JD
	Jason Townsend
	630-667-3357

	SS
	Eugene Capes
	630-365-6648

	JS
	Eugene Capes II
	815-827-4902

	MA
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663


Freemasonry and the White House

James Hoban was the architect who designed and supervised the construction of the White House. When the British destroyed this building during the War of 1812, he designed the one replacing it. James Hoban was a Mason. He was probably present when the cornerstone was laid by Maryland Lodge No. 9 of Georgetown on October 13, 1792, with Masonic ceremony. He was also a devout Roman Catholic.
During President Truman's term of office it was necessary to rebuild the White House. In 1952, while the work was in progress, Brother Truman discovered that some of the original stones contained traditional "Mason's marks". He directed that these stones be preserved and delegated the duty to Major General Harry H. Vaughan, Brother Renah F. Camalier, and the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia. These stones were distributed to the Grand Lodges of the United States and to certain territories and foreign governments. On February 22, 1966, the last stone was presented to the George Washington National Masonic Memorial Association for display in the Temple on Shooter's Hill.
 

 Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in July, August or September. 

We congratulate you all!
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	James E. Olmstead
	11/19/1975
	30 Years

	William R. Thompson
	11/8/1955
	50 Years


Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Upcoming Events

Blackberry Lodge Stated Meeting, on Tuesday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m.
Lodge Officer Installation, Open Meeting, Tuesday, November 8 at 7:30 p.m.

Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 24
December Stated Meeting, Tuesday, December 13 at 7:30 p.m.
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