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WM Johnnie Thomas presenting a scholarship in the early 1990s 

L to R: Cliff Johnson, Percy Meredith, Johnnie Thomas, Ralph Conley, Dan Capes, Robert Landis…rest unknown.
(Anyone who can add further details, please contact WM Eric Sanders)
From the East

 

Last month I wrote about the importance of writing a personal or family history, to maintain your memories with your family. One point I forgot to mention about my own family last month was a Masonic detail about my father, Jerry Sanders. While my father never became a Mason, he was a DeMolay, and served as Master Councilor of his Chapter in 1949-50. Later my nephew, Jon Sanders, became Master Councilor of his DeMolay chapter, and had the honor of giving his grandfather a 50-year DeMolay pin. Family and Masonic history merged here, while Dad was still alive to enjoy it. 
I hope all of you took at least a few minutes to make a record of your family memories during the month. Nearly as important as family memories are our Lodge memories. Some of you have been members of Blackberry Lodge #359 for many years, including Brother James Thompson who celebrates his 62nd Masonic anniversary this month.  You must have some great memories that you could share. 
For the next two months, I’d like our Lodge to focus on collecting stories and photos about our Lodge and the many brethren who have served our community through their Masonic activity over the years. If each of us records just one memory and sends one photo each month, that will give us 118 stories and photos by the end of June! 

To help start your memories working, I’ll reprint an article from the Elburn Herald from March, 1960 as we celebrated the 100th anniversary of our Lodge, written by Brothers Percy Meredith and Harry McEwan. I’ll also include two photos that Percy brought to the Lodge last month. Please look through your photos and find a couple with accompanying stories about the activities shown that you can share with us. 

If we can collect enough of them, in August, during Elburn Days, we’ll hold an Open House at the Lodge and show some of our Masonic history to our fellow community members. Let’s get our memories working, and show our community the good we have done over the years!
Fraternally yours,

 

Eric Sanders, WM
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Installation of WM Walton Elliott 1967-68

(L to R, Front Row: Warren Lee, Walton Elliott, Percy Meredith, Nuoton Gould,

Back Row: Harold Davis, Carl Miller, Johnnie Thomas)
History of Blackberry Lodge
This story of 100 years of Blackberry Lodge, 359, AF & AM was written by Dr. Harry L. McEwan and Percy L. Meredith. [Published in the Elburn Herald, March 31, 1960]

100th Anniversary

March 1960

The first meeting of Blackberry Lodge U.D. No. 359 AF & AM was held in the Odd Fellow Hall at Blackberry Station on Nov. 5, 1859. The officers present at this meeting were:



B.A. Reed, W.M.


E.B. Cox, J.D.



George Tabor, S.W.


M.F. Swain, Treas.


Albert Babcok, J.D.


A.S. Fuller, Sec.



J.W. Morrill, S.D.


M.C. Richmond, Tyler

The bylaws of Geneva Lodge were adopted for the present, except for the fees which were set at $7, $4, and $4. The tyler was to be paid 10c per meeting for his services and to be fined 20c if he failed to perform his duties. 

The first work performed by the lodge was the initiation of Coit Spalding on December 13, 1859. 

On October 3, 1860, the most Worshipful Ira Buck, Esq., Grand Master of the most honorable Society of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Illinois, granted a charter to be opened at Blackberry Station by the name of Blackberry Lodge No. 359 AF & AM.

At this time, the Odd Fellows and the Masons saw the need of a cemetery in the community  and joined together for the establishment of Union Cemetery which as since changed to Blackberry Cemetery. 

In 1861, war clouds were appearing, and it was called to the attention of the Lodge that the Tyler was without any instrument of defense. 


Dr. Boroughs had an old time sword that he said he would trade the Lodge for the third degree. But the committee in charge concluded that a new sword could be purchased for less than they would receive for the degree.


The following year, a 5-year lease was signed for a lodge room in the H.S. Reed building on Chicken Grove and Sugar Grove Road for $50 a year.


It was understood that the floor was to be covered with tan bark so that the capers of the goat would not disturb the neighbors. 


During the years 1863, 64 and 65 the Lodge prospered. Dispensations were granted from time to time to persons interested in taking their degrees before joining the Army. 


On April 19, 1865, the Lodge attended Memorial services for Abraham Lincoln. 


 A Lodge was chartered in Kaneville in 1865 and three years later at Lodi which is now Maple Park. 


After 1875, hard times hit the Lodge and membership dropped to only 16. Because of this, quarters were moved to the second story of the old F.P. Smith paint shop.


The fees were cut t0 $15 as an inducement for new members. Several new members were added, and quarters were again established in the Reed building.


In 1909, a Lodge room was leased to the Masons by the Modern Woodmen of America on the third floor of a three-story building located where the present building now stands. 


The first floor of the building contained a pool room and a barber ship. The second floor was used as the Woodmen’s Lodge room. 


On Nov. 5, 1909, Blackberry Lodge observed its 50th Anniversary. W.C. Ereanbrack as Master planned a special evening with entertainment and an historical sketch. 


In the winter of 1918, a fire broke out in the basement of the building. Some of the chairs, the alter (which we still use today). The safe and a lot of smoked carpet were saved. The building was a total loss. The Master of the Lodge at the time was Paul Scott of LaFox. The following were officers:



Harry L. McEwan, S.W.



Chris Peterson of Lily Lake, J.W.



Eugene Morrill, Sec.



Harry Warne, Treas.


The first meeting after the fire was held in the Council Room of the Kane County Bank & Trust Company, now Dr. Schuneman’s office. First degree work was done in this room. The Master, Paul Scott appointed a committee to find a better and larger place to conduct the Lodge meetings.


Dr. Taylor, Secretary of the Mystic Workers, said we could meet in their rented hall above the Elburn State Bank, now Herra’s Grocery, for $2.50 per meeting. This room would be large enough to do third degree work. 


At this time, cards were sent to the membership requesting that they assemble for discussion of what to do about repairing the burned out building. It was voted not to try to repair it. 


A short time later, Paul Scott was transferred to the Geneva depot, and Dr. McEwan became acting Master. Another meeting was called to discuss whether to get another building or build. 


Dr. McEwan appointed a committee of James Meredith, Emmert Hughes and Ed Hoyt to canvass the membership for funds. Within three days they had pledges of $13,000. At the next meeting, it was voted to build a new temple. 

The Modern Woodmen who owned the building and lot held a public auction to sell the property. Eugene Morrill bought the lot and what was left of the building for $450. He in turn let the Masons have it for the same price. 


Chauncey Reed of Naperville was employed as attorney. Naperville’s lodge had just been rebuilt after a fire. Mr. Reed did not charge for his services. Frank Gray of Geneva was employed as architect and Robert Graham of Aurora, contractor. 


Lyle Seaton was appointed in charge of arrangements for laying the cornerstone. Rev. Gray, minister of the Methodist Church of Sycamore gave the address. A concert was presented by an Oak Park band which appeared in full dress for the occasion. 


In order to finish building a Building Committee was formed and Dr. McEwan, James Meredith, Dan Reeves, Emmert Hughes and Ed Hoyt were appointed to serve. $12,000 in bonds were sold. 


After the building was completed, the first floor was without a tenant, so Dean Reeves and Dr. McEwan sponsored dances there to help pay the interest on the bonds.


The Order of the Eastern [Star] has been a great help along the way. They have redecorated the Lodge room twice, carpeted the floor, and enlarged the Dias so when there are guests they can be seated in the East on the same floor level. 


At present, the lower floor is rented to Kaneland Publications, Inc., — “The Elburn Herald.”


Membership in Blackberry Lodge now numbers 417 members.

The End.

A few interesting notes about this article:

1) Bro. Coit Spalding (the first man initiated at the Lodge) went on to serve as WM for more than 20 years.

2) Assuming relatively constant prices between 1861 and 1913 (not too unreasonable) $4.00 in 1861 would be worth about $79 in today’s prices. 
3) In the past 30 years, as the community has grown, the Lodge membership has shrunk, now down to 59 from the 1960 level of 417.

Call for volunteers

The Illinois Council on Economic Education (Eric Sanders’ previous employer) will host the first statewide Illinois International Economic Summit on Friday, May 20 at Kaneland High School. Nearly 200 students and teachers will participate in this exciting day-long trade simulation and competition.

VOLUNTEERS are needed to assist with the program.  Tasks include helping during the trade session (Currency Exchange; loans; selling Internal Improvement cards); and helping to check in teams at the end of the trade simulation for final scoring.  Brief orientation sessions will be provided for these tasks on the day of the summit.
Volunteers are needed for two time periods:
Trade Simulation:  1:30- 4:00  (six people needed - banking, etc.)
Final scoring:  3:00 - 5:00 (8 people needed)

We invite you to stay through the awards ceremony and closing BBQ if time permits.  A full agenda (tentative) for the day is attached, FYI.  You are welcome to observe the entire day if you'd like!

TO VOLUNTEER, please call 815-753-0356, and mention that you belong to Blackberry Lodge. Volunteers will receive a packet of information prior to the event.

Come join us for a day of learning and fun - and help make this first statewide event a great success!!
Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays
Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays
Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays
Officers List 2005

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	SD
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	JD
	Jason Townsend
	630-667-3357

	SS
	Eugene Capes
	630-365-6648

	JS
	Eugene Capes II
	815-827-4902

	MA
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663


Lodge History Collection

Please send your stories and photos to WM Eric Sanders, either via e-mail or regular mail:

Eric Sanders
585 W. Lorraine Ave.

Elmhurst, IL 60126-1820

e-mail: sanders6@aol.com
Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in May. 
Be sure to congratulate them.
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	James R. Thompson
	5/13/1943
	62 Years

	Paul H. Thorne
	5/31/1979
	26 Years

	James L. Meredith
	5/25/1983
	22 Years

	David W. Thorne
	5/28/1985
	20 Years

	Kenneth D. Thorne
	5/28/1985
	20 Years


. Upcoming Events

Blackberry Lodge Stated Meeting, on May 10 at 7:30 p.m.

May 25, Standard Club at Geneva Unity Lodge

Rod work starts at 6:30 p.m. and instruction begins at 7:00 p.m.

Monday, June 20, 2005: Grand Lodge of Illinois 7th Annual Golf Outing, at the Railside Golf Club in Gibson City, IL. Cost is $60 which includes golf cart and banquet afterwards. Funds go to benefit the Illinois Masonic Foundation for Drug and Alcohol Abuse. 

Saturday, Sept 10, 2005, Grand Master's Festival, Chicago, Valley of Chicago, AASR
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