[image: image1.png]



[image: image9.png]


                                                                                                                         [image: image2.png]



[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]



[image: image3.jpg]




From the EasT

For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. - Luke 2:11

Thanksgiving has come and gone, and we have thanked God for the many blessings he has given us. We now have the chance to again give thanks for the greatest gift of all, his Son. 

In October we attempted to donate $100 to our Masonic brothers in Pakistan who lost so much in the earthquake there. Unfortunately, our gift was returned to us because there was no official Masonic channel for that gift. We instead gave the money to the Red Cross, as had done the Grand Lodge of England, since the Red Cross has done so much work in Southeast Asia since that great natural disaster. Our persistence in giving help to our worthy distressed brother Masons, their widows and orphans is an example of living the Spirit of Christmas all year round. 

All of the brethren in our Lodge happen to be Christian, so we can talk about this Holiday together, and try to celebrate it properly. Many of our Masonic brethren are not Christian, but most celebrate holidays at this time of year: The Jews have Hannukah, Muslims celebrate Ramadan, Hindus celebrate Lohri. In addition, many Africans and African Americans celebrate Kwanza at this time of year. These are special times for all of us, whatever our faith or ethnic background. Let us all thank the Grand Architect of the Universe for his love and blessings to all of us, and share them with each other, now and throughout the year.  
May Brotherly Love Prevail,

 

Eric Sanders, WM

Live Christmas Every Day

-- Author unknown, given to me by my grandmother many years ago. 

Christmas is more than a day at the end of the year, 

More than a day of joy and good cheer. 

Christmas is really God's pattern for living, 

To be followed each day by unselfish giving. 

Then peace on earth will come to stay, 

When we live Christmas every day.

Officer Installation November 8, 2005

We installed the new officers for the coming year after the stated meeting on November 8, 2005. Our friends from Jerusalem Temple Lodge #90 in Aurora helped with the installation, with John Ingram as Installing Officer, John Effig as Installing Marshal, and Jim Effig giving the Paul Revere charge. David Capes was Installing Chaplain, and Dean Capes was Installing Secretary. All the new officers except the Tyler were present and installed in their respective offices. Here’s a photo of the installation, and the new slate for 2006: 

    [image: image4.jpg]



Front row: Bruce Conley SS, Percy Meredith SW, Eric Sanders WM, Ralph Conley JW, Ben Conley JS

Middle row: Charlie Capes TR, David Capes SD, Sam Beiriger CH, Tim Ward MA

Back row: Noel Buhay JD, Dean Capes SEC, and John Ingram Installing Officer. 

Officers List 2006

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-782-0660

	SW
	Percy L. Meredith 
	630-365-6138

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Sam J. Beiriger
	630-879-8540

	SD
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JD
	Noel Buhay
	630-466-3731

	SS
	Bruce H. Conley
	630-365-6184

	JS
	Benjamin Conley
	630-365-6184

	MA
	Timothy J. Ward 
	630-510-7663

	TI
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893


 Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in December. 

We congratulate you all!
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	Johnnie F. Thomas
	12/17/1954
	51 Years

	Carl Dean Davison
	12/2/1968
	37 Years

	Francis Jamison
	12/26/1956
	49 Years


Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meetings on 2nd & 4th Mondays

Dundee Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2nd Monday

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Unity Lodge – Meetings on 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Upcoming Events

Blackberry Lodge Stated Meeting, on Tuesday, December 13 at 7:30 p.m.

17th NE District Masonic breakfast, Saturday, December 10, 2005 at 7:30 AM 

at the Colonial Restaurant, Rt. 38 and Randall Road in St Charles. 

All Masons are invited.

Lodge Officer Schools of instruction for the 17th Northeastern District, Saturday, December 17th at Arlington Heights Lodge #1162. It will cover the second section of the 3rd degree. The school will begin at 8:00 AM and end at approximately 11:00 AM.
January Stated Meeting, Tuesday, January 10, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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