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From the East
Dear Brethren:

 

Christmas has just passed and another New Year is upon us. This is a great time of year to thank God for the Light that he has given us through the Scriptures, through out churches and through Masonry. We are a very blessed people, though we sometimes take that for granted. Let us all remember to thank the Lord and our loved ones for our many blessings this season. 

 

One of the best ways to show gratitude is to give something back to those who have helped us. Please take a few minutes to think of ways we as a Lodge can do something special to help our community in 2004. I consider it an honor to be an American, and want to help strengthen the community through my actions in and out of the Lodge.  I'm sure you all feel the same, and look forward to hearing your good ideas of things we can do to help Elburn when we meet again.

 

May the Supreme Architect of the Universe bless us all in the coming year!

 

Happy New Year!

 

Eric Sanders, WM

A Study Of Masonry
The Sea Captain
I sailed my ship for many a day, across the stormy sea;
Many a ruffian I have carried, and never refused but three.

They met me on a summer day, and saw my gallant ship;
And sought passage to the other side, upon a hurried trip. 

They offered all the coin they had, mixed with a little sass;
That made me kinda hesitate, and ask them for a pass. 

They deemed a pass unnecessary, for men of their degree;
And insisted that I take my ship, and sail it out to sea. 

An old man who was standing by, and noted what they said;
Saw them kick me in the ribs, and strike me on the head. 

He heard them say they'd steal a boat, and put it out to sea;
And sail away to the other side, to some strange country. 

But no! The coward of the bunch, the one you'd think was brave;
Suggested that they turn again, and hide 'n a mountain cave. 

And as the day went slowly by, I heard the truth in time;
I found that they were murderers, and guilty of a crime. 

So as I sail my sturdy ship, until my life has ceased;
I know not whom my friends may be, unless they've traveled East. 

Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meeting on 1/12 and 1/26

Dundee Lodge – Meeting on 1/15

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 1/12

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 1/6 and 1/20

Unity Lodge – Meeting on 1/15

Standard Club:

Blackberry Lodge – 1/29 7:00 pm

Pancake Breakfast:

Batavia Lodge – 1/25

Upcoming Events

January 9 – Stated Meeting

January 29 – Standard Club

Officers List 2004

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	TR
	Clifford E. Johnson
	815-748-7305

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SD
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663

	JD
	Lee J. Felski
	630-761-1891

	SS
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	JS
	Jason Townsend
	

	MA
	David Vaughn
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073


Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in January. Be sure to congratulate them.
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	George S. Peters
	01/09/1953
	51 Years

	Charles R. Capes
	01/11/1956
	48 Years

	Donald L. Capes
	01/14/1961
	43 Years

	Eugene M. Capes
	01/14/1961
	43 Years

	Lee J. Felski
	01/19/2002
	2 Years

	Jason Townsend
	01/19/2002
	2 Years

	Timothy J. Ward
	01/19/2002
	2 Years


The Lighter side of Masonry

    A Candidate for initiation was to be picked up and driven to the Lodge, but before this could happen the car broke down. The Candidate said as it was no great distance he would go on his bicycle.  
    Just when he reached the top of the hill his chain broke. As the Lodge was at the bottom of the other side and all he needed was a backpedal brake, so he repaired the chain with a cord he had in his pocket and free-wheeled downhill to the Lodge.  
    Later that evening in reply to a toast in his honor, he said how proud he was to be a Freemason but could not understand, as he had told no one, how the WM knew that he had come on his own free wheel and a cord. 




    A little before Lodge is about to open an old man totters up to the Tyler and says, "I'm here to receive my 2nd degree."  
    Well, they all look at this guy, who really is older than dirt, and they ask him to explain. 
    "I was entered on July 4, 1922. Now I'm ready for my 2nd degree." 
    So they go scurrying for the records, and sure enough, there was his name, entered on July 4, 1922. 
    "Where have you been all these years? What took you so long to be ready for your 2nd?" they ask. 
    He replied: "I was learning to subdue my passions!"

Functions of a Masonic Lodge
It is not the primary function of masonry to initiate candidates, or to enlarge its membership.   Were it so, there would be no basis for our laws against proselytizing.  The ordinary function of a Masonic Lodge indeed, the primary function of our Craft, is to train its members to an understanding of the truths which its ritual and its ceremonies are calculated to
inculcate, to develop its members as benevolent men, to cultivate the social virtues among men, and to propagate the knowledge of the art.

The chief concern of the Lodge is with its welfare, the happiness, and the Masonic development of its members, not with the admission of those who seek entrance to its doors.  Its success as a Masonic Lodge cannot be gauged by the length of its membership roll or by the size of its accumulated funds.
The beauty of our ritual, and the good fellowship among the members of our Lodges cannot be conserved when the chief aim is to make Masons and money- "For a mans life consisteth not in the abundance of things which he possesseth"- and a Lodges life does not consist in its acquisitions, but in the contributions which it makes to civilization and society through the influence to those whom it has helped to train to what we call Masonic character.   Therefore, it should be the duty of every Masonic Lodge to put in action a plan for the education of its members in Masonic history, symbolism and philosophy, devoting more of its meetings to this much neglected function.

Reprinted from the Dec. 2001 issue of "Masonry in Manitoba".
Lets Go to Lodge Tonight 

by Unknown

Say, Son, let's go to Lodge tonight;
We haven't been for years.
Let's don our little apron white
And sit among the peers.
I feel a kind of longing, Boy,
to climb up those old stairs;
I know we'd get a thrill of joy
and lay aside the care.
I'd like to get out on the floor--
Come on, let's get in the line;
I'd like to face the East once more
And give the same old sign.
I want to hear the gavel ring, 
To hear the organ play; 
I want to hear the Craftsmen sing
I think the Tyler'd let us in, 
That old familiar lay.
Although he'd hesitate, 
And then we'd see that same old grin.
Come on, or we'll be late.
Pass up your bridge or picture show, 
Your wrestling bout or fight; 
Switch off that darned old TV set--
Let's go to Lodge tonight.[image: image2.png]
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