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From the Secretary

Dean Capes, Secretary travels to Florida and visits several Brethren.

Carol & I traveled to Florida to help celebrate Brother William R Thompson's 70th Birthday party.  The party was great, well attended; his three daughters came as a surprise from Wisconsin & Illinois. Bill & Myrtie Ellen Thompson, formerly of Beith Road, Maple Park, Il now make their residence in Florida. Their home is very nice with a pool.  They can now enjoy their Florida and Wisconsin Homes. Bill is in good health and loves the warmth of Florida.

We stayed with Brother Donald L Capes and Mary, formerly of Francis Rd, Maple Park, IL, who also make their permanent residence in Florida.

They too have a beautiful home with a 3 car garage, air conditioned shop, Pool, Office, Master Bedroom, living room, family room, kitchen, Lani, sewing room, guest bedroom, & laundry room. Their home overlooks a 20 acre lake that has very nice Bass.  Don caught a 2 1/2 lb Bass the morning we were leaving casting from shore.  Don took us for a boat ride on the Gulf which was wonderful. Sorry if I missed anything.  We had a great time eating our way all over Englewood and South Florida and seeing the sites.  Don also surprised us by being a slimmer healthier Brother Don.  Don is currently doing the South Beach Diet and looks GREAT.
They were great hosts and we enjoyed Don & I traveled North to Visit Brother Dean D Miller formerly of Elburn, and his wife Mary who now live in Bradenton, Florida.  Dean commented how nice it is to read the Newsletter of Blackberry Lodge. 

This was our first trip to Florida and our first time seeing Dean & Mary's Florida Home.  They are doing fine in the warm Florida weather. Next day we traveled to see Brother James R Thompson,(better known as Rex) formerly of Kaneville, IL and now a full time resident of Florida. 

Rex was surprised to see us.  I probably have not seen Rex in about 25 or 30 years.  Rex is moving a little slower these days.  I am happy to report that he is still the same Rex, and he too is enjoying the Warm Florida weather. Next was a visit to Brother Robert C Landis who formally lived in Kaneville, IL. and now resides in Venice, Florida. We visited Bob in the hospital. Bob looked good and was scheduled to be released from the hospital and be transferred to a facility near his Wife Helen as a temporary move so they could give him some additional care and assistance before he returns home to join his Wife at their home in Bon Secours Place in Venice, Florida.   All 5 Brethren commented how they enjoy receiving the Newsletter and enjoy reading about what is going on in the lodge.  It was good to see everyone healthy, getting around, and enjoying the warm Florida weather.

Don & Bill will be making the trip North to their second homes around Duck Lake at Knight Templars Club, Summit Lake, Wisconsin in late May or early June. We wish them a safe trip North.

Dean Capes,

Secretary

We do invite anyone with news or comments to send a letter to Tim Ward at 845 E Farnham Ln, Apt D, Wheaton, Il. 60187 or an email to him at ilmason@hotmail.com   Our members enjoy hearing what is going on and what you are doing.  Remember, Communication is ONE of our greatest strengths.
Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meeting on 2/9 and 2/23

Dundee Lodge – Meeting on 2/5 and 2/19

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 2/9

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 2/3 and 2/17

Unity Lodge – Meeting on 2/5 and 2/19

Education

School of Demonstration – 2/7 Blackberry Lodge 8:00 am
Grand Lodge School – 2/26 Geneva Lodge 7:00 pm

Blue Lightning:

Batavia Lodge – 2/28 8:00 am

Upcoming Events

February 10 – Stated Meeting

School of Demonstration – 2/7 Blackberry Lodge 8:00 am
Grand Lodge School – 2/26 Geneva Lodge 7:00 pm

Blue Lightning – 2/28 Batavia Lodge 8:00 am

Congratulations

Congratulations to our JD, Bro. Lee Felski on the newest addition to his family.  Elena Grace was born on January 30th at 6:10 pm. She weighs in at 7 lbs. 2 oz. and 18 ¾ inches.  Be sure to congratulate Lee if you get a chance.

Officers List 2004

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	TR
	Clifford E. Johnson
	815-748-7305

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SD
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663

	JD
	Lee J. Felski
	630-761-1891

	SS
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	JS
	Jason Townsend
	

	MA
	David Vaughn
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073


Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in February. Be sure to congratulate them.
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	Walton Elliott
	2/25/1958
	46 Years

	Robert P. Armstrong
	2/03/1996
	8 Years

	Daniel D. Capes
	2/03/1996
	8 Years

	David D. Capes
	2/03/1996
	8 Years

	Paul B. Capes
	2/03/1996
	8 Years


From the East:

It’s been a cold winter, and will continue as such for another month or two, but I hope you all had a Happy New Year and are doing well now.  As a group we have decided to try to earn the Grand Master’s Award of Excellence this year. Following are the things we need to do in order to meet that goal. 

Primary Requirements

1) District Deputy Grand Master’s Official Visit: All elected and appointed officers of the lodge must be present at the District Deputy Grand Master’s Official Visit. The lodge will be opened in form on the third degree.

2) Widows Communications: The lodge begins or continues an active communications program with the widows of lodge members, including personal contact with them.

3) Membership retention: The lodge establishes or maintains a membership retention committee (not including the Lodge Secretary) that makes personal contact with each member who has not paid his dues. 

4) Masonic Home Endowment Fund: The lodge contributes an amount equal to $2.00 per member to the Illinois Masonic Homes Endowment Fund. 
5) Lodge Officers Competition: All elected and appointed officers of the lodge participate in the 2004 Lodge Officers Competition at the district level. (Note that this will be done the same night as the Deputy District Grand Master’s visit, so we will get two points for that evening if we are all there on Tuesday, March 9).

6) Leadership Workshop: A lodge officer attends one of the scheduled Leadership Workshops conducted by the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

7) Attend Demonstration and Grand Lecturer’s Schools: Four members of the lodge attend one Lodge Officer Demonstration School and one Grand Lecturer School. (Note: we will host the Lodge Officer Demonstration School on Saturday, February 7).

Secondary Requirements

1) Educational Programs: The lodge offers at least three educational programs, each on a different stated meeting or special night. (Note: we will hold these at our meetings in February, April and June).

2) Other Lodge Visitation: The Master and two of his principal officers (Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Secretary) plus four other members make a minimum of three visits as a group to a stated or special meeting of a lodge other than their own. 
3) Charity to a Brother: Extend an act of charity to a needy brother and/or his family. 

4) Secretary’s Workshop: The Lodge Secretary attends one of the scheduled Secretary’s Workshops conducted by the Grand Secretary’s office. 

5) Coins for children: A lodge contributes a minimum of $100 to the Coins for Children Program. 

6) Masonic Community Days: A lodge participates in the program called Masonic Community Days. 

7) Lodge Blood Drive: A lodge holds a blood drive.

8) Eureka Challenge. A lodge will conduct the first round of the Eureka Challenge at any Stated or Special Meeting between Feb. 1st and March 30th. (Note: we will do this at our meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 10th).

As you can see, brethren, there are many things for us to do. However, I am sure that we can do them if we organize ourselves. Let’s work at it this year and earn this award for all of our lodge members.

Sincerely,

Eric Sanders, WM

A past Master speaks

We are a jealous lot, we Past Masters! But our jealousy is not of the Master but for the lodge we have loved and served. We want to see her succeed, go forward, grow bigger, better, finer, more useful to our brethren. Most of us count no personal sacrifice comparable to the good of the lodge; most of us will go to great lengths to serve again in any capacity, if by so doing we can help the old lodge another mile forward on what we hope will be always an honorable path to glory.

Therefore, Worshipful Sir, use us, we who have had our little hour in the East. We have experience – make it count for you. We have learned to work – make us work for you. We have understanding of lodge and membership problems – make it yours. Give us a job to do, a committee membership, a minor appointment; aye, give us the hard and unwanted jobs, and most of us will jump at the chance. And if you are reasonably gentle about it, and treat us with even a modicum of fraternal courtesy – such as the young should always offer the old! – some day we will welcome you as Immediate Past Master and make you one of the charmed circle without which no lodge can function at its best.




By Carl H. Claudy

The Lighter side of Masonry

The Worshipful Master of our Lodge found a bottle with a Genie in it.  In accordance with custom, the Genie offered to grant him a wish.
    "OK," said the WM, "I've always wanted to go to Hawaii, but I hate to fly.  So my wish is for you to build a bridge so I can drive to Hawaii."
    "I can't do that!!!" exclaimed the Genie.  "Don't you know that's impossible?  No Genie could do that.  It's too far, the water is too deep, it's just totally beyond anybody's power.  You will have to make another wish."
    "OK," said the Master.  "I wish that at our next Stated Meeting all the old PMs would just get along and not cause any trouble, not have to tell us how they did it their year, not complain about the ritual, not put down the current officers ... just sit on the sidelines and behave!"
    "Hmmmmm," said the Genie.  "Do you want that bridge with 2 lanes or 4??"



 A mason who had just been installed as Master of his lodge and was duly attending all the functions he could was having a hard time with his wife who said... “All those masters-in-office have to do is click their fingers and you would be there wouldn't you?.........I wish I was a master!"  
     After due thought, he said...  "So do I dear..... we swap them for a new one every year!!"

the purposes of masonry

The Masonic Fraternity seeks no control over the processes of government and the enforcement of the law, and, as an organization, it takes no part in the solution of social and industrial problems, except through influence of its teachings upon the character and conduct of its members.  The primary purposes of Masonry are to enlighten the mind, arouse the conscience, stimulate the noble and generous impulses of the human heart.  It seeks to promote the best type of manhood based on the practices of Brotherly Love and the Golden Rule.


Knowledge: Key to Leadership
You must be very knowledgeable about the organization you lead. It is your duty to become informed. You have to know what you want done and how you want it done. It is very difficult to lead someone or manage an organization or task about which you are not knowledgeable. Some principles of leadership remain the same no matter what you are leading; but if you do not know the complexity of the task, the resources required or the time and effort it will take, it is impossible to intelligently set goals. There can be not leadership without education.

Gramp’s Ring

	Dad gave me his ring

And I keep it with mine

In the box on the wall  

Across from the hall.        
	
	So when I get mine

I often get his

And smile at the thing

That memories bring.



	The bottom’s worn thin

And the top is all scarred

From wearing I guess 

For work and for dress.                                                      
	
	So often I’ll pass

And reach for the thing

In the box on the wall

Across from the hall.



	It looks just like mine
But bigger you see
He wore it with pride
Till the day that he died.                        
	
	And now it’s all mine
To give…or to hold
This sign of the Craft
This worn bit of gold.



	Toward the last of his day

It seemed to fall over

But the tape held it tight

‘Twas a pitiful sight.
                                           
	
	And I’ll find by and by

If I look o’er this land

A Brother in need

Of a Mason’s gold band.



	I keep it with mine 

In the box with the clutter

Instead by itself   

Atop of the shelf.                                                                               
	
	And then will Dad’s ring

Find a true resting place

And then I’ll be sure

Of a smile on Dad’s face.


self-help, self-respect

Masonry teaches and fosters in the man the qualities of self-respect and self-help; the beautiful and solemn ritual must foster in him a genuine and solemn feeling for the rights of others. Masons help each other in a manner that is free from the curse of patronizing condescension. I think a good many of us would rather be wronged than patronized, would rather suffer injustice than endure condescension. Help given in a spirit of arrogance does not benefit either the giver or receiver. Help given as an irksome duty may possibly do some good to the man giving but it is not likely to do so for the man who receives it.
Help must be given rationally with a feeling of cordial good will that comes when a man helps another, knowing perfectly well that the time may come when it may be necessary for he himself to accept aid.

Theodore Roosevelt, Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 1902.

Blackberry Lodge #359, A.F. & A.M.
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