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concerning god and religion

A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the Moral Law; and if he rightly understands the Art, he will never be a stupid atheist nor an irreligious libertine. But though in ancient times, Masons were charged in every country to be of the religion of that Country or Nation whatever it was yet ‘tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that religion in which all men agree, leaving their particular Opinions to themselves, that is to be good men and true, or Men of Honor and Honesty, by whatever denominations or persuasions they may be distinguished; whereby Masonry becomes the Centre of Union, and the means of conciliation true Friendship among Persons that must have remained at a perpetual distance.
From the First Printed Constitutions, 1723, of the First Grand Lodge in the World (England)

What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and the world remains and is immortal.






Albert Pike


Charity, or brotherly kindness, is as much a Masonic as it is a Christian virtue.





Rev. Dr. Slade
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Lodge Participation
Survey

For those who haven’t been to Lodge in a while we would like to hear from you.  Please take a few moments to let us know what we can do to get you back into the Lodge. For those of you who do attend, please let us know what we can do to make Lodge more interesting.
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evaluate our commitment to virtue, our devotion to living honorable lives, and our dedication to treating all of human kind with equality.

            The spirit is improved through the pursuit of Truth and our proximity to our creator. The tools used are the Holy Scriptures and the Trowel that spreads the cement of Brotherly Love and affection.  

            This may all seem well and good until we realize that self-help programs, including the Craft, do little good without a commitment on the part of the student to change his life for the better.  Masonry has the program and the tools.  It has the support group and it has a history of making good men better, one Brother at a time.  It is limited only by our lack of commitment to be happy through transforming our own lives. 

            We can not achieve happiness without the serious reflection that balances our lives and causes us to focus on our entire being.  The necessary effort for success in finding happiness is left up to each of us individually.  We can read all the books, join all the programs or go to Lodge all we want, without finding anything that is remotely akin to happiness.  

            We must study, think, work, play, communicate, love, understand, reflect, and give more.  We must show affection to our families, take care of our Brothers, and volunteer more often.  The more we can identify our concerns with the interests of others, the happier we will be. To be happy we must take care of ourselves in body, mind and spirit in a generous and straightforward manner.  If at any time we should fall short, “we should always remember that when the strength and wisdom of man fails, there is an inexhaustible supply above, yielded to us through the power of prayer.”
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The Lighter side of Masonry

    A postman, on his route, picked up a letter from a mailbox that was addressed to God.  The postman seeing that the letter was not sealed, and there being no postage on it, opened and read it. 
    It was from a man who was down on his luck and was asking God for help.  The letter asked for $50 to get his family through the next week.  
    The postman, being a Mason, took the letter to Lodge that evening, read it, and asked for donations for the unfortunate fellow.  The Masons, wanting to help, took up a collection, and received twentny five dollars from the brethren.  The Secretary placed the cash in a Lodge envelope, and gave it to the postman to deliver the following day, which he did.  
    Another day passed, and the postman again found an unsealed letter in the mailbox addressed to God.  Again he opened and read the letter, which thanked God for the money, but instructed him to send it through the Knights of Columbus next time as the Masons kept half.
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Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meeting on 4/12 and 4/26
Dundee Lodge – Meeting on 4/1 and 4/15
Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 4/12
Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 4/6 and 4/20
Unity Lodge – Meeting on 4/1 and 4/15
Pancake Breakfast:

Batavia Lodge – 4/25
Degree work
April 12 – 1st Degree – Elgin Lodge
April 15th – 1st Degree – Unity Lodge
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A Formula for Happiness

By Neil Neddermeyer

            The first thing we teach our new members is that “The design of the Masonic Institution is to make its votaries wiser, better, and consequently happier”. Happiness is a goal of everyone.  It seems, however that the more aggressively we pursue happiness the more it eludes us.  

            Almost every self-help book or program on happiness talks about a balance in the improvement of body, mind, and spirit. Every program offers tools for the advancement of the student towards the ultimate goal of happiness through a step by step procedure for success.  

Masonry has been doing the same thing for hundreds of years.  The tools that the Craft uses are symbolic.  The steps are called degrees but the goal is still happiness through the improvement of body, mind, and spirit. 

            In Masonry the body is improved through the application of temperance and the expectation of honest toil.  The laboring tool is the gavel that helps form the perfect ashlar.  The measuring tool is the twenty-four inch gauge that teaches us to keep our daily lives in order and the compass that reminds us to keep our actions with-in due bounds.

            The mind is improved through the study of Masonic philosophies and the journey from darkness to light.  The laboring tools for the mind are the seven Liberal Arts and Sciences.  The measuring tools are the square, plumb and level.  These tools 
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    The wages of a Mason
    are never paid in gold  
    but the gain comes from contentment 
    when you’re weak and growing old. 

    You see I’ve carried my obligations 
    For almost fifty years 
    It has helped me through the hardships 
    and the failures full of tears. 

    Now I’m losing my mind and my body 
    Death is near but I don’t despair 
    I’ve lived my life upon the level 
    And I’m dying upon the square. 

    Sometimes the greatest lessons  
    Are those that are learned anew 
    And the old man in the park today 
    has changed my point of view. 

    To all Masonic brothers 
    The only secret is to care 
    May you live upon the level. 
    May you part upon the square.
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Officers List 2004

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	TR
	Clifford E. Johnson
	815-748-7305

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SD
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663

	JD
	Lee J. Felski
	630-761-1891

	SS
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	JS
	Jason Townsend
	630-667-3357

	MA
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073


Page 5       Blackberry Lodge #359     April 2004
Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in April. Be sure to congratulate them.
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	Floyd P.Cleeson
	4/22/1947
	57 Years

	Ralph E.Conley
	4/5/1951
	53 Years

	Percy L.Meredith
	4/29/1952
	52 Years

	Bernie L.Vogt
	4/3/1967
	37 Years

	Geoffrey L.Capes
	4/4/1998
	6 Years

	Geordan L.Capes
	4/4/1998
	6 Years

	Eugene M.Capes II
	4/4/1998
	6 Years

	Randy W.Stayner
	4/7/1998
	6 Years

	Sam J.Beiriger
	4/6/2002
	2 Years

	James A.Gaffney, JR.
	4/6/2002
	2 Years

	David A.Vaughan
	4/6/2002
	2 Years
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    ‘The Old Masters Wages’ 

    I meet a dear old man today 
    Who wore a Masonic pin, 
    It was old and faded like the man 
    Its edges were worn quite thin 

    I approached the park bench where he sat 
    To give the old brother his do 
    I said, “I see you’ve traveled east” 
    He said, “I have, have you” 

    I said, I have and in my day 
    Before the all seeing sun 
    I played in the rubble with Jubala 
    Jubilo, and Jubalum. 

    He shouted, don’t laugh at the work my son 
    It’s good and sweet and true 
    And if you’ve traveled as you said 
    You should give these things their due. 

    The word, the sign, the token, 
    The sweet Masonic prayer, 
    The vow that all have taken 
    Who have climbed the inner stair. [image: image2.png]
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Comments:





What is your primary reason for not attending?





What would make Lodge more interesting?
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Too busy.





Don’t know anybody there.





Have forgotten the ritual








Guest speakers.





Informational presentations





Meals





Other: Fill in comments section





Other: Fill in comments section





Please mail your survey to the Lodge at the address on the back of the newsletter.





Thank you for your time








