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From the East


From The East

 

Merry Christmas to the brethren of Blackberry Lodge, #359!

 

Christmas is a time to think of many things. Most important, we think of the birth of our Savior and the joy that He brings in our lives. When he was born, the wise men came from the East, and 

"When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts..." (Matthew 2:10-11)

 

As Masons, we are all travelers, and we aspire to be wise men with gifts to offer to others. We say that the fraternity's purpose is to make good men better. We do that by meeting regularly and simply associating with each other. We become wiser by repeating the ritual work each time we meet, and remembering the lessons therein. What more can we do to be better men? We can give something to our community; some of the possibilities include:

 

1) Giving Teddy Bears to the local police and fire departments to comfort distressed children.

2) Renewing a scholarship program at Kaneland High School.

3) Sponsoring activities for the families of local Armed Forces Reservists and National Guard members that have been called to active duty. 

Christmas is upon us and it is a time of giving. Let the wise men of Blackberry Lodge find a way to give back to the community we live in. This will make us better individuals, better citizens and better masons. As Gary Duffy said when he visited us, the Lodges that thrive are those that have a purpose above and beyond simply meeting each month. By giving back to our community, we better the community and the world around us, as well as ourselves. We might even attract more brethren to join our Lodge. 

 

May you all enjoy the peace and love of the Great Architect this Christmas season, and may we find the joy of giving now and throughout the year.

 

Fraternally yours,

 

Eric Sanders, WM

Election of 2005 Officers
We had our officer installation at last month's meeting. Here are the names of the officers and the installing officers:

WM
Eric Sanders
SW
David Capes
JW
Ralph Conley
TR
Charles Capes
SEC
Dean Capes
CH
Paul Thorne
SD
Percy Merideth


[Note, all of the above officers were present and installed, those below were appointed, but were not present and not officially installed.]

JD
Jason Townsend
SS
Eugene Capes
JS
Eugene Capes II
MA
David Vaughan
TY
Tim Ward

The installing slate was

Installing Officer

Richard (Dick) Kenneavy
Paul Revere Charge
John Ingram
Installing Marshall
Hugh Cole
Installing Chaplain
Hugh Cole
Installing Secretary
Bernie Vogt

Around the District

Lodge Meetings:

Batavia Lodge – Meeting on 12/13 and 12/27

Blackberry Lodge – Meeting on 12/14

Dundee Lodge – Meeting on 12/2 and 12/16

Elgin Lodge – Meeting on 12/13

Geneva Lodge – Meeting on 12/7 and 12/21

Unity Lodge – Meeting on 12/2 and 12/16

Upcoming Events

None known at this time

Officers List 2005

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073

	TR
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	SD
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	JD
	Jason Townsend
	630-667-3357

	SS
	Eugene Capes
	

	JS
	Eugene Capes II
	

	MA
	David Vaughan
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663


Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in December. Be sure to congratulate them.
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	Johnnie F. Thomas
	12/17/54
	50 Years

	Francis Jamison
	12/26/1956
	48 Years

	Carl Dean Davidson
	12/02/1968
	36 Years


THE ALTA VENDITA
Several Catholic newspapers, particularly in the Northeast and Midwest, have been running a story with the headline the "Alta Vendita" with a sub headline "A blueprint for the subversion of the Catholic Church".

There follows a story about the "secret" plan of the Freemasons to infiltrate the Catholic Church, particularly by introducing such ideas as the "Principles of 1789" which include: pluralism, equality of religions, and separation of Church and State. The "Alta Vendita" plan was supposed to have been introduced around 1820.

Supposedly the "Alta Vendita" was the highest lodge of the Carbonari (an Italian Secret Society), and their secret papers fell into the hands of Pope Gregory XVI who ordered their publication.

Because the story has had such wide circulation, we thought our readers should have some background as to its origin.

The story itself is baseless and false. Freemasonry neither had nor has a plan or a desire to infiltrate or try to destroy the Catholic Church. As best as we can determine, this particular story is being retold by extremists within the Church to strengthen their own position. Much as anti-Masonic material is distributed by extremists within several Protestant denominations.

Freemasonry is making every attempt within its power to establish cordial relations with the Catholic Church, based upon mutual respect and toleration. We shall continue this effort!

FOCUS MAGAZINE June,1997

(a publication of the Masonic Information Center of the Masonic Service Association of North America.)
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