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New Lodge Officers 
for 2004
As you know, at the November meeting, we held an open Installation for the 2004 Lodge Officers. We would like to thank the Installing Officers for there help in making this a memorable event.
The Installation Officers were: Richard F. Kenneavy III, Dean D. Capes, Richard Olson, John D. Ingram, Richard A. Mickelsen.

Your 2003 Officers are:

Worshipful Master
Eric Sanders (WPM)
Senior Warden

David D. Capes (WPM)
Junior Warden

Percy Meredith (WPM)
Treasurer

Clifford Johnson (WPM)
Secretary

Dean D. Capes (WPM)
Chaplain

Charles R. Capes (WPM)
Senior Deacon

Timothy J. Ward

Junior Deacon

Lee J. Felski

Senior Steward

Paul  H. Thorne (WPM)
Junior Steward

Jason Townsend

Marshall

David A. Vaughan (WPM)
Tyler


Ralph Conley

Please help support your 2004 officers (especially since 3 of them are new Masons).
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Lodge Participation
Survey

For those who haven’t been to Lodge in a while we would like to hear from you.  Please take a few moments to let us know what we can do to get you back into the Lodge. For those of you who do attend, please let us know what we can do to make Lodge more interesting.
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The Power of Brotherhood

This incident transpired in Wayne County, South Carolina, during the Civil War.

It was late at night, the husband was absent, and the wife, alone with her children, had retired. Three or four soldiers rudely knocked at the door of the house, and demanded entrance and something to eat. The good lady told them that it was too late, that she had nothing cooked, but fearing they would bread the door; she got out of bed, and opened it to expostulate with them. 

They insisted that she should cook something for them, and while she was getting ready, and they were roaming about the house, one of the party, who seemed to be the leader, happened to find a copy of Mackey’s “Masonic Jurisprudence.” Turning over the pages, he found the name of the poor, frightened woman’s husband written on the fly-leaf.

“Is this your husband’s?” he inquired of the lady.

“Yes, sir,” was the timid reply.

“Is he a Mason?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Come boys, right about-march!” and immediately the house was cleared and quickly closed.
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A Study Of Masonry
Benjamin Franklin
      Freemasonry has tenets peculiar to itself. They serve as testimonials of character and qualifications, which are only conferred after due course of instruction and examination. These are of no small value; they speak a universal language, and act as a passport to the attentions and support of the initiated in all parts of the world. They cannot be lost as long as memory retains its power.

Let the possessor of them be expatriated, shipwrecked or imprisoned, let him be stripped of everything he has got in the world, still those credentials remain, and are available for use as circumstances require. The good effects they have produced are established by the most incontestable facts of history. They have stayed the uplifted hand of the destroyer; they have softened the asperities of the tyrant; they have mitigated the horrors of captivity; they have subdued the rancor of malevolence; and broken down the barriers of political animosity and sectarian alienation. On the field of battle, in the solitudes of the uncultivated forest, or in the busy haunts of the crowded city, they have made men of the most hostile feelings, the most distant regions and diversified conditions, rush to the aid of each other, and feel a special joy and satisfaction that they have been able to afford relief to a Brother Mason.






Benjamin Franklin

A cable tow is the strongest cord in the world….. 
It will stretch indefinitely!
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Around the District
Lodge Meetings:
Batavia – Meeting on 12/8 and 12/22

Dundee – Meeting on 12/4 and 12/18

Elgin – Meeting on 12/8

Geneva – Meeting on 12/2 and 12/16

Unity – Meeting on 12/4 and 12/18

Grand Lodge Newsletter Competition

Blackberry managed to take second place in the 2003 newsletter competition.  Hopefully, with the assistance of the Lodge Officers, we can try for first place next year.
Upcoming Events

December 9 – Stated Meeting
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The Lighter side of Masonry

A small Lodge had had a string of bad luck. It was preparing to initiate a candidate on a steamy evening in June and it's air conditioner had stopped working. After sweating their way through part of the work, the Master had asked the candidate what he most desired. 
    The candidate replied "a beer".  
    At this juncture the WM., being startled, whispered "light" to the candidate. 
    "OK," the candidate replied, "a lite beer."

Found on a cup in a Lodge in Ireland:

"OLD MASONS NEVER DIE, BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO JOIN TO FIND OUT WHY”
Page 5       Blackberry Lodge #359     December 2003
Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in December. Be sure to congratulate them.
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	Johnnie F. Thomas
	12/17/1954
	49 Years

	Francis Jamison
	12/26/1956
	47 Years

	Carl Dean Davison
	12/02/1968
	35 Years
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 Officers List 2004

	WM
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	TR
	Clifford E. Johnson
	815-748-7305

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SD
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663

	JD
	Lee J. Felski
	630-761-1891

	SS
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	JS
	Jason Townsend
	

	MA
	David Vaughn
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073
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Have forgotten the ritual





Meals





Don’t know anybody there.








Informational presentations





Too busy.





Guest speakers.





What is your primary reason for not attending?





What would make Lodge more interesting?





Please mail your survey to the Lodge at the address on the back of the newsletter.





Thank you for your time



































