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A Study Of Masonry

Interpreting Masonic Symbols – 

     A guide for a hunting party had gone on a day ahead to prepare the camp. When the hunters arrived, while the guide was absent, they found the stove set four feet off the floor on posts, and “The guide is a smart fellow and has figured this out. He put the stove in the air so the heat hits the ceiling and starts circulating. That way it heats the room much more quickly than if the stove were on the floor. Saves wood too.”

     “Nonsense,” said a second, “that guide couldn’t have figured that out. He put the stove up high so it would be above the window and let in more fresh air at night.”

     The third hunter said, “You are both wrong. He put the stove on stilts so he could pile green wood under it to dry.”

     About this time the guide came in with an armload of dry wood, which he stacked in a corner. The hunters pointed to the stove questioningly. The guide said bluntly, “You fellows didn’t send half enough stove pipe and that was the only way I could make what pipe I had reach the roof.”
  So far as the guide was concerned, the others didn’t have the solution, but hadn’t each done some thinking that resulted in just as acceptable an answer for putting a stove on stilts as that of the guide? And hadn’t each learned not to be dogmatic in his thinking? 
     We, as Freemasons, may apply that story to ourselves. It applies to any one of us who dogmatically states that the interpretation of a symbol is so-and-so and, like those explaining why the stove was on stilts, is certain there is but one interpretation and he has given it.

     Our symbols urge us to study, urge us to think. If we give group study and group thought to a symbol-the result may astonish us.
     No interpretation of a symbol, correct as it may be, is necessarily the only one. Our Freemasonry, at least a large part of it, is concealed in our symbols. Most of our symbols have numerous interpretations. To one Brother each symbol may mean one thing, to others it may mean several other things. That is one reason why Freemasonry never can be fully exposed to the profane.




      Elbert Bede, P.M.
New Honorary member

Blackberry Lodge is pleased to announce that DDGM Bernie Vogt was made an honorary member of our Lodge at the September 9th stated meeting.  Bernie has served the 17NE District as the district Deputy Grand Master, and has always been willing to fill in when a Lodge officer was unable to attend Lodge.  If you haven’t had a chance yet, please take a moment to officially welcome Bernie to Blackberry Lodge.
Elgin Lodge has moved
Elgin Lodge has moved its meeting place from Dundee Lodge in Carpentersville to Geneva Lodge in Geneva. The Geneva Lodge building now housed Geneva, Unity, and Elgin lodges as well as York Rite and OES chapters.

Masonic Festival

Once again, the Grand Lodge of Illinois has approved a Two-Day Masonic Festival on October 25 at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Chicago for candidates to receive all 3 Masonic degrees. On November, Masons can also receive Scottish Rites degrees or join the Medinah Shriners.
Upcoming Events

October 14 – Stated Meeting

October 29 – Standard Club – Elgin Lodge (at Geneva Lodge)

November 26th – Standard club – Geneva Lodge

A Study Of Masonry

Among some ethnic groups the usual greeting between friends and kin is given by rubbing noses or foreheads together, and many other unusual forms are known and practiced in different parts of the world. But among most peoples today the grip or handshake is the most customary form of greeting.

The handshake has been a symbolic emblem in all races and times, and even in its crudest form, the handshake implies a truce between foes – hands clasping each other cannot hold or conceal a weapon of offense or defense.

Among the ancient Egyptians, the hand was the symbol of the builder, signifying that all construction, all labor of any kind, was dependent on the hand. The clasped hand adopted as a badge by some modern trade unions embodies the same teaching.

In early art the Supreme Being was frequently depicted by a hand extending from a cloud in an act of benediction. The symbolic form used to express benediction in modern churches, and in many Masonic degrees, is still essentially the same as used in ancient days by Phrygian and Eleusinian priests.

Officers List

	M
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	JW
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	TR
	Clifford E. Johnson
	815-748-7305

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	SD
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JD
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663

	SS
	Eugene M. Capes
	630-365-6648

	JS
	Daniel D. Capes
	641-469-4542 

	MA
	Lee J. Felski
	630-761-1891

	TI
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073


Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in July. Be sure to congratulate them.
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	Donald R. Peterson
	10/8/1948
	55 Years

	Clifford E. Johnson
	10/17/1949
	54 Years


The Lighter side of Masonry

Pat & Bill had been Lodge Brothers for many years. They had promised each other long ago that the first to go to the Grand Lodge above would return to tell the other whether there really were Lodges in Heaven and what they were like. By and by, it came to pass that Bill went first. One day shortly after, Pat was working in his garden when he heard a whispered voice, “Pssst Pat!" He looked around but saw nothing. A few moments later he heard, now quite clearly " Pat! It’s me, Bill!" "Bill" Pat exclaimed, “are you in Heaven?" “Indeed I am “said Bill. Pat paused for a while to get over the shock and then said “Well, Bill, are there Lodges up there in Heaven?"

"There certainly are, Pat. There are Lodges all over and they are quite magnificent, equal or better to Great Queen Street. The meetings are well attended, the ritual is word perfect, the festive board fantastic and the spirit of Masonic Fellowship is all pervasive."

“My goodness, Bill," said Pat, " It certainly sounds very impressive but for all that you seem rather sad. Tell me old friend, what is the matter." “Well, Pat, you are right. I have some good news and some bad." “OK, what’s the good news?" “The good news is that we are doing a 3rd this coming Wednesday" "Great" said Pat. “What’s the bad news then?"

“You’re the Senior Deacon!”
Seeking the light

     Long ago, in ancient Greece, when formal education was for the very rich or the very determined, a wise old teacher was approached by a group of noblemen. “Our sons have completed their studies and it is time for them to return to their homes and live in the style befitting their station. Tomorrow we will present them as a great banquet. Be sure they are appropriately dressed in their finest robes.”

     The following day, the banquet hall was filled with royalty dressed in dazzling finery. The great moment came when the students entered the banquet hall with their beloved teacher. A cry of disappointment arose from the crowd for, behold, their young men were dressed, not in the garments of the noble, but in simple robes of sackcloth, each carrying a mortarboard – the mark of a common workman!

     “What is the meaning of this?” cried the noblemen. “Our sons were to be dressed in their finest garments!” “But they are! Your sons are dressed in the clothing of the mason, for their destiny is to build. Some, as architects, will build cities, some as teachers, will build lives, some as physicians, will restore bodies – but all will be builders on the solid foundation of knowledge.”

     And to this day all graduates wear a cap and gown – proudly symbolizing the value of education, and the fact that they are buildings of their future and the future of our world.

     We cannot all be great and famous in the sense in which these two words are usually defined, but all of us can use what time and talents God has given us to help others. “There is not greater sermon than a sermon in shoes” leaving a shining footprint for someone else to follow.






W.B. Tom McCarthy

Trivia Challenge
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1880-1946. Motion picture and stage comedian. Famous for his bulbous nose and his strange sayings, such as “never give a sucker an even break” and “my little chickadee” (referring to Mae West). Member of C. Coppee Mitchel Lodge No. 60, Pennsylvania.

A) Douglas Fairbanks Jr.

B) William C. Fields

C) Rudolf Valentino

D) Harold Lloyd
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