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From the East
It’s hard to believe that a year has passed already since I was installed as Worshipful Master of the Lodge. It has been a good and rewarding year. My principal goal for the year was to increase the fellowship of the Lodge, especially by increasing the attendance and participation of our current members, and I am glad to report that we have done that. Our attendance at meetings by members of our Lodge is up this year, and our new members are participating in the meetings and in the various lodge offices. Indeed, four of the five newest members will hold offices in the Lodge for the coming year.

We participated in the Eureka Challenge that the Grand Lodge began this year, and did very well. Indeed, we scored 100% on our questions, but did not do so fast enough to win our district. We all had a good time answering the questions, and we’ll do better next year. 

I did not attain one of my goals, which was to talk with every member of the Lodge during the year. I have spoken with about half of our brethren, but need to talk with the rest. I promise that to do that during the coming year.

My main goal for this coming year is for our Lodge to attain the Grand Master’s Award of Excellence. It involves completing a number of activities, such as holding an open installation with all of the officers present, attending a Lodge Officer Demonstration School (which we will be hosting in the Spring) and participating in the Eureka Challenge. Over the coming year we can decide together which activities best suit our Lodge.

Thank you for allowing me to serve you as WM the past year. I look forward to doing a better job in that role this coming year.

Fraternally yours,

Eric Sanders
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Lodge Participation
Survey

For those who haven’t been to Lodge in a while we would like to hear from you.  Please take a few moments to let us know what we can do to get you back into the Lodge. For those of you who do attend, please let us know what we can do to make Lodge more interesting.
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Masons shaping our country
· The first assembly of the Continental Congress was presided over by a Master Mason, Peyton Randolph, Provincial Grand Master of Virginia.
· The Boston Tea Party was organized in St. Andrews Lodge, at an adjourned meeting, and that every "Indian" who threw tea into the harbor was a member of that Lodge.

· Paul Revere, who made his immortal ride, was Junior Warden of that Lodge.

· More than fifty of the fifty-six signers of the Declaration of Independence were members of the Masonic Fraternity.

· All but one of the five members of the Constitutional Convention were Masons.

· Richard Henry Lee, who moved the Resolution of Independence in the Continental Congress, was a Mason.

· Lee, and three of the five members of that committee -- Benjamin Franklin, Rover Sherman and Robert R. Livingston - were Masons. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams were not. 

· The American Flag was made by the widow of John Ross, a Mason, and was placed in the hands of George Washington, who was elected Grand Master of Virginia, but did not accept because of his duties as Commander-in-Chief of the American Army, which absorbed all his attention and time.
Page 2       Blackberry Lodge #359     November 2003
A Study Of Masonry
Functions of a Masonic Lodge
      It is not the primary function of Masonry to initiate candidates, or to enlarge its membership. Were it so, there would be no basis for our laws against proselytizing. The ordinary function of a Masonic lodge, indeed, the primary function of our Craft, is to train its members to an understanding of the truths which its ritual and its ceremonies are calculated to inculcate, to develop its members as benevolent men, to cultivate the social virtues among men and to propagate the knowledge of the art.
     The chief concern of the lodge is with the welfare, the happiness, and the Masonic development of its members, not with the admission of those who seek entrance to its doors. Its success as a Masonic lodge cannot be gauged by the length of its membership roll or by the size of its accumulated funds.

     The beauty of our ritual and the good fellowship among the members of our lodges cannot be conserved when the chief aim is to make Masons and money – “For a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of things which he possesseth” – and a lodge’s life does not consist in its acquisitions, but in the contributions which it makes to civilization and to society through the influence to those whom it has helped to train to what we call Masonic character.

     Therefore, it should be the duty of every Masonic lodge to put in action a plan for the education of its members in Masonic history, symbolism and philosophy, devoting more of its meetings to this much-neglected function.
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Open Installation of Officers
Blackberry Lodge will hold an open installation of its officers at the November Stated Meeting on the 11th at 7:00 pm. The slate is as follows:

WM  Eric Sanders
SW  David Capes
JW  Percy Meredith
Sec Dean Capes
TR   Cliff Johnson
SD  Tim Ward
JD  Lee Felski
CH  Charlie Capes
SS  Paul Thorne
JS  Jason Townsend
M   David Vaughn
TY  Ralph Connelly

We need to have all of the officers present in order to earn point for the Award of Excellence, so please plan on attending. We would also like to have as many of the brethren present to help support the new officers.

Upcoming Events

November 11 – Stated Meeting

November 26th – Standard club – Geneva Lodge
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More thanksgiving messages

Giving Thanks

For the hay and the corn and the wheat that is reaped,
For the labor well done, and the barns that are heaped,
For the sun and the dew and the sweet honeycomb,
For the rose and the song and the harvest brought home --
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving! 

For the trade and the skill and the wealth in our land,
For the cunning and strength of the workingman's hand,
For the good that our artists and poets have taught,
For the friendship that hope and affection have brought --
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving! 

For the homes that with purest affection are blest,
For the season of plenty and well-deserved rest,
For our country extending from sea unto sea;
The land that is known as the "Land of the Free" --
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving! 

~Author Unknown
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The Lighter side of Masonry

    While visiting a newly initiated brother at home one day, the new brother's wife took me to one side and said her husband had started behaving very strange since joining.  
    I asked in what way?  
    She said that he locks himself in the toilet for hours on end mumbling to himself with his little blue book.  
    Later that evening I turned the talk to lodge, and asked him how he was getting on. 
    Oh fine was his reply. 
    I asked him about his behavior and if there was anything wrong.  
    No, was his reply.  
    So why read the book there?   
    Well he said "It’s the only TYLED room in the house"....

Q: How many Masons does it take to screw in a light bulb? 
A: Three. One to screw it in, one to read the minutes of the previous light bulb replacement, and one to sit on the sidelines and complain that this wasn't the way they USED to screw in light bulbs. 
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Happy Thanksgiving
[image: image6.png]



A Thanksgiving Prayer

By Charles Albano

To the God who gave me eyes to see the creation,

A taste for mystery, a love of nature, and respect for truth, and who kept me alert through touch, motion, color, form, texture and diversity—thank you.

You sent me love and peace, and you gave me wonder and intuition.

Thank you for setting before me these vast playgrounds and for faithfully replenishing this banquet table of endless inquiry.
If fortune permits, I hope to tidy up my table and leave a small contribution behind.
Let us all hold these words to our heart and remember that through our actions as Masons, we strive each and every day to leave a contribution behind, so that when we go to meet the Great Architect of the Universe, we can know that we did our part to repay the great gifts which we were all given.
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Officers List
(elected November 2003)
	M
	Eric J. Sanders
	630-724-9090

	SW
	David D. Capes
	815-784-6626

	JW
	Percy L. Meredith
	630-365-6138

	TR
	Clifford E. Johnson
	815-748-7305

	SEC
	Dean D. Capes
	630-365-6219

	CH
	Charles R. Capes
	630-365-2856

	SD
	Timothy J. Ward
	630-510-7663

	JD
	Lee J. Felski
	630-761-1891

	SS
	Paul H. Thorne
	630-365-6217

	JS
	Jason Townsend
	

	MA
	David Vaughn
	815-286-7893

	TI
	Ralph E. Conley
	630-232-4073
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Masonic Anniversaries

The following brothers are celebrating being Raised in November. Be sure to congratulate them.
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	William R. Thompson
	11/08/1955
	48 Years

	James E. Olmsted
	11/19/1975
	28 Years
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Comments:





What is your primary reason for not attending?





What would make Lodge more interesting?





Note: The November 11th meeting will be starting at 7:00 pm





Too busy.





Don’t know anybody there.





Have forgotten the ritual








Guest speakers.





Informational presentations





Meals





Other: Fill in comments section





Other: Fill in comments section





Please mail your survey to the Lodge at the address on the back of the newsletter.





Thank you for your time








