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The Newsletter is short of District Pictures 
this month, but not short on activities.  A 
visit to Lochearn No. 151 in March saw 30 
some masons gather to initiate 4 new Masons 
(from three different Lodges).  It isn’t often 
that we see Four visiting WM sitting in the 
East.  While there are no pictures of the new 
candidates it was a great festive board. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As well Bro. 
Chalmers from 
Eureka No. 10 
was present, as 
part of the Dis-
trict Education 

Challenge and gave an excellent presentation on the 
History of Lochearn’s new sword - now identified and 
dated as being a “Templar's Sword” and approx. 120 
years old.  
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Central District Officers 2008 - 2009 

District Secretary VW Bro. Brent 
Chalmers 403-782-9353 prairesand@shaw.ca 

Masonic Higher Educa-
tion & Bursary 

W Bro. Wayne 
Armishaw 

403-782-2895 waycat@telusplanet.net 

Masonic Foundation W Bro. Bob Cantwell 403-314-4850 rrc1@telus.net  

Research & Education  W Bro. Clark Johnston 403-347-7099 cjohnst@telusplanet.net  

Central District Web Page 

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm 

Central District Challenge 

Presenting Lodge Host Lodge Date Topic 
Innisfail #8 Mountain View #16  ?  

Red Deer #12 Apollo #27  ?   

Britannia #18 Kenilworth #29 ?   

Apollo #27 Innisfail #8  ?  

Kenilworth #29 Red Deer #12 May 12th ??? 

Lochearn #151 Kitchener #95  ?  

Beacon #190 Britannia #18 April 1st 
??? - (very interesting day for some “fool” to make a presenta-

tion) 

Purpose: 
1. Promote research & education within the District 
2. Encourage Inter-Lodge visitation 
3. Get New members involved in the District 
4. Show that Masonry can be fun 

Five Lodges have not yet registered the dates or topics of their visits??? 
Secretaries - Please advertise these Challenge visits in your Summons & Meetings 

 

Beacon No. 190 also held an initiation for 3 new Candidates this month and although pictures 
are not available, we are pleased to welcome Bro. Haight, Bro. Jaap and Bro. Newman to the 
Fraternity. 

Eureka No. 10 held a very successful “Irish Stew Dinner” to start their March meeting and 
highlighted the evening with a video presentation by the Al Shamal Shriners from Edmonton.  
Another interesting evening with 30 some Masons in attendance. 
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Kitchener lodge #95 Ladies Night 
Saturday April 25 2009  

Cocktails 5:30PM - Dinner 6:30PM 
Entertainment by Jim Dandy 

Rimbey Drop In Centre - Tickets $30:00/Person 
Allan Tarleton  403-843-4515 // Earl Giebelhaus 403-843-237 

Herb Keith   403-843-238  //  Walter Lynn  403-843-2009 

 
Lodge of Perfection - Valley of Central Alberta 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 
All Master Masons are invited to the May meeting, which will consist of an open 
installation of Officers and a special presentation to introduce Master Masons to 
the degrees of Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite Masonry and to meet the Brethren 
of Central Valley. 
For Information contact any Scottish Rite Mason within the District * 
or Bro. Vern Otto (Sec)  vjotto@telusplanet.net  or 403-782-3988 

Tuesday May 19th 
Freemason Hall 

4722 - 49 B Ave, 
Lacombe, AB 
Lodge Tyles at 

8 pm *There is a Scottish Rite Mason in every craft Lodge in the District 

Fiat Lux Lodge of Research - Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday May 30th 

Freemason Hall, 4811, 52nd Street, Red Deer 
Lodge Tyles at approx. 2 pm - to be confirmed 

Agenda of Research papers to be presented will be posted when available 
All Master Masons are invited to attend - Hosted by Beacon #190 

Meal to follow at a nominal cost 
For information: W Bro. Bob Cantwell WM Beacon #190 403-986-4242 

 

The Scottish Rite - Charitable Foundation of Canada 
presents 

Calgary Rite To Learn Foundation - Golf For Dyslexia 
Wednesday June 30th, 2009 

Springbank Links Golf Course, Calgary Alberta 
For information contact: http://crlf.golfregistrations.com/ 

 

 

Grand Lodge of Alberta, A.F. & A.M. 
Annual Communication & Installation of Grand Lodge Officers 

June 12th & 13th 
Norseman Inn, 6505 - 48th Ave, Camrose Alberta 
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Fiat Lux Lodge of Research - Quarterly Meeting 
Saturday May 30th - Freemason Hall, 4811, 52nd Street, Red Deer 
Lodge Tyles at ??? (To be advised) 
Agenda of Research papers to be presented will be posted on District web page when avail-
able  http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm 
 
All Master Masons are invited to attend 
Meal to follow $?/person 
Event Hosted by Beacon #190 

For information and to conform numbers for the meal 
please contact: 
W Bro. Bob Cantwell 403-986-4242 
Bro. Jordan Sinclair 403-505-5442 

 
Keynote Speaker 
Dr Earle Sharam 

Dean 
St Stephens College 

DDGM 
Athabasca District 
Grand Chaplain  

1999/2000 & 2001 / 2002 

Details and registration forms are available at: 

http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca 

Honouring Bro. Jim Roberts 
Chaplain Emeritus - MSW 
Keynote speaker MSW  
(Twice) 
Grand Master GRA 1998 -1999 
Member of Red Deer #12 
Honorary member of all 
Lodges in Central District  

Featuring Two Ses-
sions with 

Jack Whyte 
Author of the Templar 

Trilogy 
& 

The Camulod Chroni-
cles (nine books) 

 
Grand Lodge of Alberta, A.F. & A.M. 

Annual Communication 
& 

Installation of Grand Lodge Officers 
June 12th & 13th 

Norseman Inn, 6505 - 48th Ave, Camrose Alberta 
Contact your Lodge Secretary or Grand Lodge for Information 
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INTERESTING HISTORY LESSON - Railroad tracks. 

The US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches. That's an ex-
ceedingly odd number. 

Why was that gauge used?  Because that's the way they built them in England , and English 
expatriates built the US railroads.  

Why did the English build them like that?  Because the first rail lines were built by the same 
people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they used. 

Why did 'they' use that gauge then?  Because the people who built the tramways used the same 
jigs and tools that they used for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing. 

Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing?  Well, if they tried to use any 
other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some of the old, long distance roads in Eng-
land , because that's the spacing of the wheel ruts.  

So who built those old rutted roads?  Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in 
Europe (and England ) for their legions.  The roads have been used ever since. 

And the ruts in the roads?  Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else 
had to match for fear of destroying their wagon wheels.  Since the chariots were made for Im-
perial Rome , they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing.  Therefore the United States 
standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from the original specifications for an 
Imperial Roman war chariot.  Bureaucracies live forever. 

So the next time you are handed a specification/procedure/process and wonder 'What horse's 
ass came up with it?',  you may be exactly right.  Imperial Roman army chariots were made 
just wide enough to accommodate the rear ends of two war horses.  (Two horse's asses.)  

Now, the twist to the story:  When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there are 
two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank. These are solid rocket 
boosters, or SRB's. The SRB's are made by Thiokol at their factory in Utah. The engineers 
who designed the SRB's would have preferred to make them a bit fatter, but the SRB's had to 
be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site. The railroad line from the factory hap-
pens to run through a tunnel in the mountains, and the SRB's had to fit through that tunnel. The 
tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now know, is 
about as wide as two horses' behinds.  
So, a major Space Shuttle design feature of what is arguably the world's most advanced trans-
portation system was determined over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse's 
ass.  And you thought being a horse's ass wasn't important? 

Ancient horse's asses control almost everything... And CURRENT  Horses Asses are control-
ling everything else.  Just because you're necessary doesn't mean you're important     
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(Continued on page 7) 

Canada and Freemasonry:  This paper  was presented at “The Sheffield Masonic Study Circle”, Thursday 29th 
September, 2009, by MW Bro. Hugh Young, Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF & AM.  It is 
reprinted here, with permission, copied from the Internet Lodge of Research  http://www.internetlodge.ab.ca/
home/   one of Alberta’s two research Lodges. 
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(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued on page 9) 

Niagara Falls 

CN Tower  
Whale Watching on the 
East and West Coasts 

Calgary Stampede 
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While the Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Labrador was only constituted in 
1997, the Masons of Newfoundland had created a complex called Masonic 
Park, a community within a community. 
 
A Senior Citizens’ complex, owned and operated by the Masonic Fraternity of 
Newfoundland and Labrador, situated on approximately twenty-four acres of 
land within the City Limits of Mount Pearl and home to over 300 people. 
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(Continued from page 22) 

(Continued on page 24) 
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(Continued from page 24) 

W Br. Bob Cantwell, WM of Beacon #190, presents 90 degree certificates to two senior 
members of the Lodge. The certificate is in recognition of dedication to the Lodge and 
long service within the craft.  Bro. Stronquist lives at the Nursing Home in Rocky 
Mountain House and RW Bro. Bert Dueck is at the nursing home in Lacombe.  I’m 
sure both would appreciate a visit from any Bro. traveling to Rocky or Lacombe. 

Bro. Ruben Stronquist & W Bro. Bob Cantwell 
RW Bro. Bert Dueck 
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Are you your brother’s keeper?  Several Masons in the 
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.  
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is 
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on.  Another 
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a com-
puter, ask your son or grandson to print it for you -he may 
get an idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge! 

&�'���
������	�(
���������	��
��)��*�����������

�����������  

Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit  
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday 
Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB 
Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7 
Club Pres. Dude Hughs  dmhughes@xplornet.com  403-356-1807 
1st Vice Garry Hodge  ghodge@shaw.ca  403-356-1807 

Royal Arch, Lebanon #38 
Meetings: Third Thursday 
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB 
Contact:  Jim Lockhart,  jim.lockhart@ufa.com  403-742-5775 

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley 
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm 
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB 
Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988 

Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday 
Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday 
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday 
Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday 
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday 
Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday 
Lochearn #129 (RMH) 1st Thursday 
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http://stores.lulu.com/thebeacon 

The Beacon - bookstore 

 Masonic Etiquettes 
Print: $13.00 US funds 
Download: $7.50 US Funds 
Masonic Etiquette and Protocol as it relates to Craft Lodges in Alberta, Canada. Origi-
nally published in 1994. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to maintain the tradi-
tions for conduct within the Lodge. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this 
book goes to Masonic Charities  
 
This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore $20.00 CAD 

 History of the Grand Lodge of Alberta  1905 - 1980 
Print: $16.58 US funds - Coil Bound  
Download: $7.50 US funds 
This is a reproduction of the book by the same title originally published in the 1980s 
to commemorate the first 75 years of Freemasonry in Alberta, Canada. It is 154 pages 
with B&W photos which include pictures of the Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries 
as well as 10 historical photos. Also includes Lodge distribution graphics. This re-
publication was done mainly to make the manuscript available in digital format. Hard 
cover original version is available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta - Bookstore 

 Freemasonry – A Way of Life 
Download: FREE 
A WAY OF LIFE; a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and what it isn't. Of inter-
est to someone looking to find out more about the craft - with a view to joining. 
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A MASON; a series of questions 
and explanations directed at someone considering Masonry and wondering if it is an 
organization suitable to their needs. 

Note: this document is also available on the bottom of the Beacon #190 Web site 

The following books can be purchased on line at  The Beacon Bookstore, by following the link below..  Prices are in US 
funds and do not include G.S.T. or shipping costs.  There is no shipping costs associated with downloading the books.  
Payment can be made with Major Credit Cards through the PayPal payment system.  Stay tuned as more books will be 
added in the future. 

I hope you enjoy them, Travel Well 
Bro. Clark Johnston 

A great many people think they are thinking 
when they are merely rearranging their prejudices. 

 
William James 
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Central District 
Contact Information 

Mountain View #16 - Olds 
WM - RW Bro. Russ Phillips  403-289-2039 
SW - RW Bro. Roger Kinney  403-556-2631 
JW - W Bro. Buck Godwin  403-556-6009 
Sec. - W Bro. Hugh Robinson  403-556-6195 

www.mastermason.com/mountainview16/ 

Innisfail #8 - Innisfail #8 
WM - W Bro. Frank Davis 403-348-0572 
SW - Bro. Dennis Smith 403-227-6268 
JW - W Bro. Tim Jackson 403-347-8501 
Sec. - W Bro. John Marshall 403-227-6343 

www.mastermason.com/Innisfail_8 

Eureka #10 - Lacombe 
WM - W Bro. Wayne Armishaw 403-782-2895 
SW -  W Bro. Clint reeves 403-782-4674 
JW - VW Bro. Brent Chalmers 403-782-9353 
Sec. - W Bro. Wes Shacklton 403-784-3684 

www.mastermason.com/Eureka10/ 
Red Deer #12 - Red Deer 

WM - W Bro Mitch Thompson 403-357-8915  
SW - W Bro. Scott Campbell 403-343-1119 
JW - Bro. Camren Wallace 403-342-2726 
Sec. - Bor. Brian Evanoff 403-352-1414 
.mastermason.com/Beacon190/Red%20Deer%2012/index.html 

Britannia #18 - Ponoka 
WM - W Bro. Dick Cameron 403-783-5206 
SW - Bro. Ainsley Shepherd 403-782-9430 
JW - Bro. Jack Bowie 403-783-6262 
Sec. - Bro. Henry Matejka,  

www.mastermason.com/Britannia18_Ponoka/ 

Apollo #27 - Stettler 
WM - W Bro. Don Anderson  403-742-5857 
SW - W Bro. James Savage  403-742-2298 
JW -  
Sec. - W Bro. Andrew Jones 

http://mastermason.com/apollolodge27/ 

Beacon #190 - Red Deer 
WM - W Bro. Bob Cantwell  403-314-4850 
SW - Bro Curtis Boutiellier  403-302-3400 
JW - Bro. Jordan Sinclair  403-505-5442 
Sec. - RW Bro. John Alexander  403-783-5703 

www.mastermason.com/Beacon190 

Lochearn #151 - Rocky Mountain House 
WM - W Bro. Rick Williams  403-896-8055 
SW - Glen English  403-314-2145 
JW - Bro. Dave McDonald 
Sec. - W Bro. Marc Spencer 403-845-6942 

www.mastermason.com/Lochearn151 

Kitchener #95 -  Rimbey 
WM - W Bro. Allan Tarleton  403-843-4515 
SW - RW Bro Arthur Frayn  403-843-6630 
JW - RW Bro. Earl Giebelhaus  403-843-2379 
Sec. - RW Bro. Herb Keith  403-843-2384 

www.mastermason.com/Kitchener95 

Kenilworth #29 -  Red Deer 
WM - W Bro. Dave Travers 403-318-1638 
SW - Bro. Cory Matrz 403-347-2154 
JW - Bro. John O’Brien 403-352-8562 
Sec. - W Bro. Doug Tubb 403-342-5351 

www.mastermason.com/kenilworth29 

District Deputy Grand Master  RW Bro Len Clarke 
17 Sandstone Ave 
Lacombe Alberta, T4L 1P7 
403-782-7979 -  sharlen1@telus.net 
http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm 
District Meeting - Saturday October 18th 

Editor’s Comment: If you can complete the information for 
your Lodge or provide corrections - pleas email me at  

cjohnst@telusplanet.net 


