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The Be
- ?entra\ District Masonic Newsletter

It's winter in Canada
And the gentle breezes blow
Seventy miles an hour

At thirty-five below.

Oh, how | love Canada

When the snow's up to your butt
You take a breath of winter
And your nose gets frozen shut.

Yes, the weather here is

wonderful

So I guess I'll hang around

| could never leave Canada

I'm frozen to the friggin' ground!
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District Deputy Grand Master Official Visits—Central District

January 5th, 2009 Mountain View #16 Olds

January 15th, 2009 Innisfail #8 Innisfail

February 10th, 2009 Red Deer #12 Red Deer

February 12th, 2009 Lochearn #151 Rocky Mountain House

Central District Challenge

Purpose:
1. Promote research & education within the District
2. Encourage Inter-Lodge visitation

Presenting Lodge Host Lodge Date Topic

Innisfail #8 Mountain View #16 ? ?

Eureka #10 Lochearn #151 March 12 TH It's a secret - you have to attend to find out
Red Deer #12 Apollo #27 ? ?

Mountain View #16| Beacon #190 March 23rd ?27?

Britannia #18 Kenilworth #29 ? ?

Apollo #27 Innisfail #8 ? ?

Kenilworth #29 Red Deer #12 ? ?

Kitchener #95 Eureka #10 Fezbifhary History of the “Word"

Lochearn #151 Kitchener #95 ? ?

Beacon #190 Britannia #18 April 1st ??7? - (very interesting day for some “fool” to makpresenta-|

tion)

3. Get New members involved in the District
4. Show that Masonry can be fun

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009

. VW Bro. Brent -
District Secretary Chalmers 403-782-9353| prairesand@shaw.ca
Masonic Higher Educa-| W Bro. Wayne
tion & Bursary Armishaw 403-782-2895| waycat@telusplanet.n¢

LA

t

Masonic Foundation

W Bro. Bob Cantwell

403-314-4850

rrcl@telus.net

Research & Education

W Bro. Clark Johnston

403-347-7099

—F

cjohnst@telusplanet.ng

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
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A man with the second toughest job in the worlchedo speak to Britannia Lodge #18

on the first Wednesday of December, about his wark. see, this man goes to foreign cou

tries and tries to bring peace and harmony thésagawith his brothers and sisters. I'm spejak-

ing of Master Corporal Gratrix.

Before | go too far, I'll answer the question ‘®i/ho has the toughest job?” His loving

wife Jennifer does. The Military Wife gets the dofystanding behind a man who is often

gone for long periods. She gets the daunting thblawing to hear the news and freeze every

time the word Afghanistan is mentioned. She isath@inistrator who keeps the family life go-

ing, while her husband is trying to make a diffe®em a very different part of the world.
Thank you to all the Military Wives out there.

MCpl Gratrix shared with us some of the tragic anthe of the happy stories about his

service overseas. Losing friends who are like l@tland sisters, and seeing families able

to

live a life without oppression for a change. It madl the Mason’s appreciate that much more

what our Armed Forces are doing — even those whe wethe military before.
Past Master Greg Henkelman of Britannia Masonicgeo#18 was proud to present both
MCpl Gratrix and his wife with tokens of the lodge&ippreciation for their sacrifices.

Submitted by W Bro. Greg Henklem
Britannia #1§

Note; MCpl Gratrix is not a Brother Mason, howeties father-in-law is a brother in Britannia Loddep. Charlie Cutforth. He
was born and raised in Ponoka - so we're extradpodhim.
Currently MCpl Gratrix is stationed in Edmontons good to have him close to home.

an
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Brethren of Mountain View #16 in Olds welcomed avrigro. in November with Brethren
from 4 other Lodges assisting in the InstallatiGaréinony. Bro. Michael Roderick Rasmusg
sen is shown above along with the InstallatiomTe&lad to have you on board Bro. RasH

b

# % %&" %a&()
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The Brethren of Beacon #190, Red Deer, celebradNovember meeting with a Past Mas-
ter’s night, with the officers chairs being occupley Past Masters, under the control of RV
Bro. Russ Fisher, the Senior Past Master of Beatistead of dwelling on how things werg
done in the “Good Old Days” the evening was useanaspportunity to introduce some old|as
well as some new ideas which it is hoped the QOfficd Beacon will adopt and carry on as
“Beacon Traditions”. The meeting was proceeded byeal and followed with a Festive

Board. The meeting also included two educatiorepapnd a presentation by the Grand Sec-
retary, RW Bro. Jerry Kopp, - all of which were @a&bly received by the Brethren. It was ja
fun evening and a good time was had by all

~

14

Beacon #190 - 45th Annual Burns Evening
Monday January 26th 2008

Red Deer Freemason Hall
4811 - 52 Street
Immortal Memory - MW Bro. Robert E Juthner
Cocktails 5 pm (cash bar), Dinner 6 pm $20
Lodge Tyles at 7:30 pm

Contact: Bro. Sinclair 403-505-5442 or Bro. Cantwell 403-314t
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TS Gohina, B R LCHE WINTER

CENTRAL DISTRICT 2009 BONSPIEL,
HOSTED BY THE GOOD MEN OF BEACON LODGE

SATURDAY FEBRUARY THE 14TH
STARTING AT 12H00 TO 17H00

LACOMBE CURLING COMPLE

COST IS $80.00 PER TEAM($20/
person)

($125.00 IF YOU STACK YOUR

TEAM)

A LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED
BY THE BRETHREN OF BEACON

For Information contact
Bro. Bob Cantwell
403-986-4242
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From The Internet: This information may be fregiyen to Masons, however the following recog
tion is requested. The information contained is gducational paper was compiled by, Wor. Bro.
John E. Taylor. It has been edited with additiand corrections by Wor. Bro. Barry D. Thom P.M
Lodge McLeod #27 Grand Lodge of Newfoundland andrador. November, 2008 (20 mins.)

History of Grand Lodges and Rituals Used in Canaddoday

Canadian society today takes many masons from mwnpe to another. This is usually work
related or involves retirement. When these brethrai or affiliate with, lodges in their new
communities they may be surprised to find diffeesnim the workings. They may wonder
what accounts for the diversity within one natidhe purpose of this paper is to review ritual-
Istic practice of Freemasonry throughout Canada.

The first Grand Lodge of England was formed in7L@hd later would be called the
Modern while the second was formed in 1751 and knasvthe Antient. Many early lodges
were formed from British military lodges, who cadi“travelling warrants” with them where
ever they went. The Grand Lodge of Ireland, fornmetl725, issued such warrants. In the
nineteenth century these grand lodges, granteliacivwarrants as well. They were joined in
this practice by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, whiels formed in 1736

The American colonies had not yet become the drStates of America when Masonry
first came to Eastern Canada. Communications, legtWeva Scotia and the New England
colonies were common. This influenced masonry iatvére now the Maritime Provinces and
serves to explain why the American pattern of fifuravails there.

Every grand lodge has had to face a decision abuofdrmity in ritual. Among the Eng-
lish ‘workings' the influence of one became domimai€anada. This is the Emulation ritual
which was brought here in 1823. The reason fontlais to have one standard ritual for the
new United Grand Lodge of England which was fornmeti813 when it replaced the Antient
and Modern Grand Lodges of England.

In surveying the Canadian scene from East to Waestintention is to relate the present
“workings” to the backgrounds of the several grlotufes. There are 16 Regular Grand
Lodges operating in Canada. Six Provinces haveprellGrand Lodges operating within
them. They are Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Quebatai®, Alberta and British Columbia.

NEWFOUNDLAND and LABRADOR

Masonic Lodges were instituted in Newfoundlandma after 1746, however, by 1832,
all of these lodges had ceased to exist. Then48 i8ere was a revival of the craft under dis-
pensation from the Provincial Grand Master of N8eatia. In 1850, St. John's Lodge No.
579, under the United Grand Lodge of England, wastgd a charter. Today this lodge contin-
ues to exist.

Lodges under the UGLE, use the Emulation rituae Grand Lodge of Scotland issued
their “Standard Ritual of Scottish Freemasonryl1886, however, its use is not enforced.
Lodges may write their own ritual or modify a rituaowever, it must contain the “landmarks”
and be approved for use, by the Grand Lodge ofi@whtNow you will probably want to
know why or how this came about. First of all whiea Premiere Grand Lodge of England

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

was formed in 1717 there were only four speculdtidges to deal with. The Grand Lodge of
Scotland was formed in 1736. Organized masonrydtested in Scotland, so in 1736 there
were already over 100 lodges in existence withotbest being around for approximately 150
years. Most of these lodges were Operative or aum@xcontaining Speculative as well. You
can easily understand that these lodges were fiotgmio give up their ritual or apron colours.

In 1995 the Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Latwachs formed. The UGLE
turned over its jurisdiction to the new Grand Lodigkany lodges under the G..L. of Scotland
voted to join the new Grand Lodge. The lodge rgualuse were “grandfathered”. The GL of
NL has developed an “official” ritual based on “Hation” and it is my understanding that
any newly instituted lodge must use this form

NOVA SCOTIA

In 1733 Henry Price of Boston was appointed PrawinGrand Master of New England.
In the following year it was extended to includeddiNorth America. Price thereupon estab-
lished a Provincial Grand Lodge and chartereddin'$ Lodge in Boston. This lodge is still
active and is the oldest lodge in North America.

In 1738 Price appointed Ensign Erasmus Jameg@hd$ Provincial Grand Master of
Nova Scotia. Phillips then founded what today esdldest lodge in Canada, Annapolis Royal
Lodge which is located in the city of the same name

Upon the founding of Halifax in 1749, Masons théesired a lodge and in due course
Phillips granted a warrant to form St. Andrews Led{..

In 1757 the recently formed "Antient" Grand Lodddcogland chartered lodges in Halifax
and established a Provincial Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland, chartered Thistlegeoith 1827 and in 1866 established
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, which English lodges joined in 1869. One
lodge remained in allegiance to the United Granddgsoof England.

When the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia met in 19@6'Ancient York" ritual, as prac-
ticed in the State of New York, was adopted. Thigsat was printed in 1947 as "the authorized
work", which has been adopted by most of the lodges

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Prince Edward Island remained a self-governingrepluntil 1873 when it entered Con-
federation. Lodges on the island were left on tbain when the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia
was formed in 1869. They then went under the baohttre UGLE until 1905, at that time,
they formed their own Grand Lodge.

The new grand lodge adopted the working of thenGitaodge of New Brunswick,
which was based on the Massachusetts ritual. bisever, was never implemented, and the
lodges continued to use a ritual known as the "VW&blk", which was available from a New
York publisher. One lodge later used Lester's “Lamthe East”, which was practically the
same wording only spelled out in plain English.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

The desire for a uniform rite was expressed fnone to time and in 1950 the Nova Sco-
tia ritual was adopted by Grand Lodge. Objectiorsbye of the lodges, however, led to re-
consideration, and Grand Lodge finally decided963 that the "old work" would be the offi-
cial ritual, but that any lodge wishing to use Mmva Scotia ritual might do so under dispensa-
tion from the Grand Master. Hence, two version bawis, in effect, the same working prevail.

NEW BRUNSWICK

New Brunswick became a separate colony in 1874dmained Masonically, under the
jurisdiction of the Provincial Grand Lodge at Hakf which was known as, "The Worshipful
Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honourabledfraty of Free and Accepted Masons in
the Province of Nova Scotia in North America anel dlarisdiction Thereto Belonging". Quite
a cumbersome title don’t you think.?

There were military lodges in what is now New Bswck, however, when they left
they took their warrants with them. Hiram Lodg&am military lodge was instituted in 1784.

The present grand lodge was formed in 1867 ana hi&isal based on that used in Mas-
sachusetts.

This so-called "Ancient York" or American Rituahly varies slightly from the work-
ings in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

In 1944, however, "The Ceremonies of Craft Masdfmym Standard Authority” was
put in print, with all words being abbreviated toedetter.

The ritual used in the three Maritime provincefofe the American pattern.. Lodge
business is conducted in the third degree, andteoreof the 3rd degree is dramatized. The
working tools are not wholly identical with thoseEknglish practice and emblems include the
beehive, the pot of incense, the anchor, the hekhburglass and the scythe. Lodges in the
Maritimes are now allowed to open and do their hess in the first degree.

QUEBEC

Freemasonry was brought to Quebec by the milltadges in the British regiments.
These regiments participated in the siege and wapfuhe City of Quebec in 1759. Subse-
guently a provincial grand lodge was establishetkuthe authority of the Grand Lodge of
England (Moderns). The first Provincial Grand Lodiggted thirty-three years. In 1792 the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Lower Canada was fornaed, H.R.H. the Duke of Kent was ap-
pointed Provincial Grand Master by a warrant issuech the Grand Lodge of England
(Ancients). It was an active body and warrants vi&seed to constitute lodges as far west as
Detroit. The Emulation ritual was introduced intarada in 1823. In 1855, the Grand Lodge
of Canada was formed. At that time it was comprisiedpper and Lower Canada. The present
Grand Lodge of Quebec was established in 1869 |#daveng the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Scottish lodges joining the Grand Lodge of Quahek881, were permitted to retain
their Scottish working. Three lodges in Montrealrkvim the French language, and one of
these preserves some elements found in early Frénals. A few lodges in the Eastern
Townships close to the border of United Stateshiséncient York ritual. There are two

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

Prince Hall Lodges using the York ritual also caitee American Ritual.

ONTARIO

In 1791, Upper Canada came in being, and a year\Mlliam Jarvis, was appointed
Provincial Grand Master in the new Provincial Grawdge (Ancients). The first lodge war-
rant, issued by Jarvis, was Niagara No. 2 whidhretnains senior in the present roll of
lodges.

With the growth and expansion of Upper Canada timlber of masons increased, and the
Grand Lodge of Ireland became represented by ggrblodges. The Grand Lodge of Canada
was formed in 1855. When Quebec formed their onam@i_odge in 1869, Ontario changed
its name to The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Peeviri Ontario. They are the only province
allowed to use the title of The Grand Lodge of Ckna

The ritual used is based on the Emulation workind is standard right across Ontario,
There are however, two London lodges with Irisitsdbat have permission to practice the
Irish working. | sat with an Irish Grand Lodge o#r as we witnessed this “Irish” third degree.
Afterwards he stated, that while it was most irdéng), he had never seen anything like it in
Ireland. The degree, to me, looks very similah@American or Ancient York ritual. There is
a Prince Hall Grand Lodge here with 9 lodges. Timss the American Ritual.

MANITOBA

The earliest Manitoba lodges had their originegitin Ontario or Minnesota. The first
warrant coming from the US in 1863. The Grand Lodfy®lanitoba was formed in 1875.

At this point the ritual to be used became a mpyoblem The issue was between those
who preferred "The Canadian" working, which wasHEmaeulation ritual from Ontario and
those who favoured the "Ancient York" working atsadled the American ritual. Agreement
was reached finally in 1880, and both workings wagproved.

SASKATCHEWAN

The influence of the Grand Lodge of Canada inRtmvince of Ontario continued to
spread further westward in the area which becam@tbvince of Saskatchewan in 1905. The
oldest lodge is Kinistino, which received its wartr&rcom the Grand Lodge of Manitoba in
1881. All but two lodges use Emulation which idealthe "Canadian Working". Two lodges
stayed with "Ancient York", also known as the “Anacan Working”.

ALBERTA

The Grand Lodge of Alberta was formed in 1905,shme year that Alberta became a
province. Lodges formed prior to that were undspénsation from the Grand Lodge of Mani-
toba. Lodges use the "Ancient York" ritual and ‘tBanadian” working. The York ritual was
brought by masons from Nova Scotia. The grand lasgestitution was based on that of Mani-
toba, which permitted the lodges a choice of thewerkings. Today 60% of lodges use the

(Continued on page 11)
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Canadian working and the rest use the York riflilais includes the Prince Hall Grand Lodge
with its three lodges

BRITISH COLUMBIA

The Grand Lodge of British Columbia was formed. 871 by eight lodges holding char-
ters from the United Grand Lodge of England and fadges from the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land. These founder lodges were permitted to macthe workings which they had been using,
namely, Emulation and the Scottish rituals. In 1867 Grand Lodge of Scotland granted war-
rant No. 469. Most of the founder-members came fiteenU.S.A. and wished to use the
“Ancient York” ritual. This was allowed as the Gthhodge of Scotland does not enforce their
Standard Ritual but only require that the Ancieabtlmarks be observed.

In the 1950 proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Bi@re is a lengthy report of the Spe-
cial Committee on Rituals. It lists four main typegitual used in B.C.

Canadian which is Emulation - 59 lodges;
English, also Emulation -11 lodges

New South Wales (Australian) - 1 lodge
York or American Working - 59 lodges.

REVIEW

The rituals used in the beginning of Freemasannghat is now Canada, came from the
Irish or early English lodges and, in some casiasthe American colonies or later the United
States. In time, Emulation was introduced andhénguise of the "Canadian Working", spread
across the country. The Ancient York work is preadi in the Maritime Provinces. It is also
known in Quebec, Manitoba and west to British CddtanTwo lodges in Ontario claim the
Irish Working but in fact it is not. There are tar8cottish lodges in Quebec. The Maritime's,
use the Ancient York. The most predominately usclrin Canada today is Emulation.

FOOTNOTE

The practice of Lodges opening and doing the geeisiness in the Third Degree
came out of the Baltimore Conference held in Baitien 1843.

1813 saw the coming together of the two Grand kesdyf England, the Ancients and
the Moderns to form the United Grand Lodge of Endldt was necessary to have a ritual that
was agreeable to both sides. The Lodge of Recatioiti was formed for this purpose and by
1817 they had produced the Emulation ritual. Camadaived this ritual in 1823. For nearly
150 years the Emulation Ritual was supposedly timbe passed on by word of mouth. Some
people who had learned that ritual did write it doand made copies. Today in London Eng-
land, Emulation Lodge continues to meet, as it gAiaas, on a regular basis to carry out the
ritual as originally written.

By the year 2008 Prince Hall Masons have beergresed all across Canada. They
have two Grand Lodges one located in Ontario therah Aberta with a total of 15 lodges.
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Secrecy In Freemasonry

At the District meeting back in October. Bro. Blain
Newton (Red Deer #12) gave a talk on Secrecy In
Freemasonry. Several Bros. Asked that it be pioge
in the Newsletter - and it was. It was in the ABO08
newsletter (starting on page 6), when the talk fivals
presented at a public Lecture at the Red Deer tybra
| would like to invite you to go back and read it
as it impressed me as an excellent paper for pi@sen
tion both to Masons and to the general publigoks
a long way in putting the secret aspect of the oirde
the proper perspective.

Of course Bro Newton's deliver style is also sec-
ond to none. If you are looking for a speaker Keiep
in mind.

The April newsletter can be found at;

www.mastermason.com/Beacon190/newsletter.htm

Signposts(- Beacons?)
A sailor needs some landmarks true to guide himlygaibme,
A headland, cape or beacon light, a churchy spidome.
The pilgrim reads a rustic cross or signpost ferquest.
The milestones tell the traveling coach how fafiotmd and rest.
A Mason plots his lifelong course with compassese.
He checks his landmarks by the square, the letkettamline.
He keeps his moral signposts clear, the Craftsmamspire.

He knows that he's a landmark, too - a guiding twedice,

_author unknowirfrom THE TRACING BOARD, GR®arch, 1974
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What is a Lodge? Ty s——

N eceived via email from
Is a Lodge a building? Yes. Don Scandrett
Is a Lodge its members? Absolutely gir:?ng Lgdtge.#69
But, is your Lodge healthy? W, SN

Does your Lodge have a Long Range Plan for botipliysical and spiritual things that make

a Lodge healthy, and stable?

Let's very briefly ask some questions. Ask themafrself because ultimately, YOU ARE
THE LODGE!

A Lodge is a building, but without the Brethremsitnothing more than a building. A Lodge
must be physically and fiscally sound to endureatT$ a reality. From its foundation to the
roof that protects the contents a Lodge must da@emwhere the focus is on stability. Withg
planning there is not even this basic purposeltedfi What makes a Lodge stable?

1. We have the Column of Boaz which is strength, that column is a sound structure made

up of a properly maintained building, insurance] araintenance, with fiscal issues well
based on solid reality. We also have the Columiachin, which is handcrafted by the

ut

G.A.O.T. U. Who takes us, the rough ashlar, anolutpn repeated trials and approbations, per-
fects us for the Great Work intended. For it is ®dt establishes. When these two columns

are conjoined together in unity, we then have BtgbDne supporting the other against the
elements and forces that, by their nature, aneboum; can bring them both down to destrug
tion.

2. Good planning, which comes from effective leatgr, which comes from honest analys
which is then passed on. Remember, 'The job dddeleis to train their replacement’ M.W.
Bro. Gary L. Atkinson, IPGM Are you truly a Masonmerely a member?

Have you applied the working tools to your roughlas or merely joined and sat on the sig
lines waiting for the fellowship or meal? Have ymme, gotten your apron and certificate
and then gone to another body? Ask yourself why® iEha lesson all of you have heard, bl
has it become part of your beliefs? Here it is agstiated from the Royal Arch. “Brethren,
Is my duty to exhort you to receive the wages ttbto you with thankfulness. Remember
that it is the internal and not the external quediions that recommend a man a Mason. N
matter what his work, the humblest craftsman haghd to as great a reward as the highes

provided he has faithfully performed the task sfole him. The nature of our institution ort

dains this, for the youngest member may in reéiynore earnest in his researches than {
oldest, and be more rewarded with more light in dfag in consequence. It is not the lengt
of time you have been a Mason, but the proper tisgbtime, that will entitle you to the
wages of wisdom and knowledge."

(Continued on page 14
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(Continued from page 13)

If you thought, or think, that seniority alone etpath to stability, then remember that it is
merit, not seniority that determines value. Megithe result of effort. Have you applied the
common gavel and chisel to your own rough ashlaking you fit to be a corner stone? Ar¢
you a perfect ashlar, fit for the structure thakesaa Lodge stable? What say you that Mas
are?

Were the stones of your Brethren laid upon you,ld/ithey find a precise fit, or are there
many irregularities that hamper the integrity o gtructure? Do you have old ashlars who
group together, but feel too important to be plasét the newer ashlars?

Do you have ashlars who demand the others adapiriegularities, and bring forth instabi
ity? Let them be returned to the quarry and madeffiuse. They have great value when pr,

erly finished. Are they square, level, and plumbh principles that form a solid and stable

Lodge? Do they lend support to the other ashlars?

Can they be incorporated in the expansion of yadge, or will they staidly remain in their
previous usage?

Have you, and are you willing to be rubbed togethat the joint is perfected in harmony a
Brotherly love, sincere affection, and Truth?

Will your Lodge endure, or crumble into dust fornvaf stability? Remember, that Masonn
Is not merely a local Lodge, but it is joined tdgataround the world and each ashlar can
fit into use wherever it might be taken, if it isoperly prepared.

If you cannot see the irregularities, ask a Brotbdrelp you. He willl Thank you My Breth-
ren.

Written by
Bro. Bill Easley

1”4

}ONS

op-

M-PS District Long Ranging Planning Chairman

Beacon #190 - 45th Annual Burns Evening
Monday January 26th 2008

Red Deer Freemason Hall
4811 M 52 Street
Immortal Memory - MW Bro. Robert E Juthner
Cocktails 5 pm (cash bar), Dinner 6 pm $20
Lodge Tyles at 7:30 pm

Contact: Bro. Sinclair 403-505-5442 or Bro. Casitwt03-314-4850]
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Ed. Comment:This paper was prepared and presented in Lodge by WR Bro.
Bill Douglas of Kenilworth #29 - a Canadian Rite Lodge. He has indicated
that, in the interest of Masonic Education, feel free to use or adapt the paper
for use in your Lodge. However, Bro. Douglas would appreciate if you would
acknowledge the source and let him know how it was used and received. He
can be contacted at: alazar2@telus.net

FADED MEMORIES
| compiled this paper from a subject | read inldtest book by
Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas, The Book afHi. It's a
light hearted look at a subject that | consideeld of passing in-
terest which took a small amount of research vgnhaps a little
bit of education thrown in. | have entitled it “Fesimemories”.
We mustn’t discuss religion in lodge and this papay sound religious in contertiut that is
not its purpose. Its purpose is to awaken our m@E®swoo those forgotten events in history that
remain part of our lives and culture.
When Christianity spread from Palestine northwaa®ss Europe, over sevefaindred
years it pushed pagan religions out of existencealmost.
Like everything else we humans try ¢aterminate, there’s always something remaining Th
symbolism of paganism remains with us and is plaouio every day lives, even although we
don’t notice it.
When Constantine the Great declared that ChristissvMDay was to be on the 25th December,
he made it on the same day as the pagan festiviaéafinter solstice, because Constantine
was a Sun Worshipper at that time and hadn't ye¢@ted the nevChristianity. The idea be-
ing that all of his subjects, pagan and Christvemld celebrate on the same Holy Day.
And in time all the major Christian Holy Days wéimaed to correspond to pagan festivals
with the result that they got intertwined with eaxther and thesymbolism of both Christian
and pagan religions became included in the femstsvit
The two most important Christian Holy Days are €imias and Easter.
Christmas Day is the celebration of the birth &fu$eChrist in Bethlehem, in Judea.
At Christmas time we decorate our homes with &efy, holly, mistletoe and we eat plum pud-
ding fruit cake and mince pies, all of which arenbpls of pagan religion, Druidism in par-
ticular, as was practiced iBcandinavia and the British Isles in the northesmisphere where
fir trees, holly and mistletoe can be found. Thenplpudding, fruitcake and mince pies were
prepared and eaten to celebrate a successful hanegtsave nothingvhatever to do with the
birth of Jesus Christ. Thehance of finding anyf thesethings in Judea where Jesus Christ
was born is a bit remote.
At Easter we celebrate Christ’s resurrection awtliohed in these celebrations are Easter eggs
and Easter bunnies. Corresponding to Easter igagan spring festival and the arrival on the
scene of Eostre the pagan Goddess of Fertility e/sgmbols were the egg for fertility and the
rabbit for it's reproductive abundance. Over time, Eostre becameEand her symbols be-
came the Easter egg and the Easter bunny.

(Continued on page 16)
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The days of the week from Sunday through Saturtipyp# our tongues daily without a
thought, yet most if not all of them aremed for a pagan God or a pagan symbol. Sunday is
self evident as the day of the Sun, important aRs&un Worshiping religions; Monday is the
day of the Moon, Tuesday®/ednesday is named for the Scandinavian Sun GockhMapre-
senting the Sun and Woden’s day becaiVednesday. We are all acquainted with Thor the
Norse God of War, sometimes called the God of Thunthor’s day became Thursday.
Woden'’s consort was Freyja, Goddess of love ariditigrrepresenting the planet Venus.
Freyja’s day became Friday. Saturday is namedptanet Saturn. When you know where
the days of the week got their names, it becomds t@bvious, doesn't it.

In ancient history and even as far back as prayistongs, pharaohs and other great historical
leaders such as Kubla Khan, Alexander the GreaCamdtantine, all employed astrologers to
foretell theirimmediate future and the probable ultimate reduitnoninent battles and wars.
At that time, astrology and astronomy were joimitysidered to be a science and the signs of
the zodiac were in use at that time. The twehmegiof Israel each had a sign of the zodiac at-
tached to them. Nowadays, in thestern world, astrology is looked upon as so nhaxtus
pocus, but there are still areas throughout thédweainere it is still fervently believed in. In
western society however, very few people believian@apower of astrology, but, a person can
open any newspaper or magazine and find theroscope under a sign of the zodiac. So as-
trology is still with us, hocus-pocus or not.

Does Freemasonry carry any of the residues of peg&nWell, one would certainly hope not,
but let's have a look anyway.

When Solomon was ready to build his Temple to tebrew God Yahweh, none of his people
had any knowledge of building construction. Befeettling in Canaan thelgad been a no-
madic tribe, and the biggest thing they had evét Wwas atent. So Solomon had to turn kos
neighbourHiram King of Tyre, in Phoenicia, who contracteditmthe work.

The Tyrians had been constructing buildings fordrads of years and had an extensive
knowledge of the art. Hiram, King of Tyre not oslypplied the materials, but also the archi-
tect who designed the Temple, Hiram Abif, andladl traftsman including stonemasons, car-
penters, metal workers and all other crafts necgssaomplete theroject. The Hebrews ob-
viously played a part in the construction doing telar they were qualified to do.

The Tyrians of Phoenicia didn’'t have a monotheistlgion like the Hebrews, but were a pa-
gan people, just like most of the nations in Ndtthca at that time, who worshipped many
Gods. The three principal Gods were El Elyon the God representing the Sun, his consort
was Baal at Gebal, the Goddess of love and fgrtdipresenting the planet Venus, and their
supposed offspring Baal, the storm God and Godtfre, he was the God of all things that
grow. | suppose havas a kind of primitive farmers insurance, who velyigingly died at the
end of the growing season after the harvest had gathered in, then was reborn again the
following year, just in time for the spring sowirghandy God to have around.

So you see, Solomon’s Temple was actually builsioy worshipping pagans.

Not that it matters who built it, it's what it wased for that’s important.

The ritual of the first five degrees in Freemasoptitg EA, FC, MM, Mark and Excellent Mas-

(Continued on page 17)
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ter degrees, are based on the building of Kingr8olds Temple, whichas we have seen, was
designed by a sun-worshipping architect, Hiram Abife ritual of course, doesn't explain

that. There are bits and pieces in the ritual @&ihareminiscent of Hiram Abif’s handiwork. For
instance, Our WM is placed in the east to markigiag Sun, the JW is placed in the south to
mark the Sun at it's meridian and the SW is plaondtie west to mark the setting Sun.

On the day that our Grand Master Hiram Abif wasshe went to the temple at midday to of-
fer his prayers to the Most High. As he was a sarshipper we can safely assume that his
prayers were for EElyon the Sun God and not for the Hebrew God Yahwék sun is at its
meridian at midday, it’s highest point in the skgd therefore at it's “Most High”.

Looking again towards the WM we see a five-poirgea above his head. The five-pointed
star represents the planet Venus because of th@dsitions of the Planet Venus around the
Sun during its forty-year cycle. During the JW lgetin the first degree, the candidate’s atten-
tion is drawn to that star "that gleams in the oghtthe Planet Venus. After being raised in the
third degree the candidate’s attention is agaieatid to that “bright morning star” which is
the planet Venus.

In the historical lecture of the third degree tineamments of the lodge are described as the
porch, the dormer and the square pavement. If axelaside the porch and the square pave-
ment and direct our attention to the Dormer, wd fimat the dormer is a window that admits
light to the SS. As the dormer is situated on #-éacing wall of the temple above the en-
trance, then the light that is admitted to the SfStrbe from the sun as it rises at dawn, or from
the planet Venus on the occasions when it risesrédiie sun.

The ancient Hebrews believed that their God Yahhkweld in the SS with the Ark of the Cove-
nant, so the light must have been for the benéffabweh as no one was allowed to enter the
SS except the High Priest once a year. Thesefare mdications of Pagan Symbolism that
can be found if you have the proper mind set, an#t hard enough.

And finally, one of our concordant bodies is calldte Order of the Eastern star, which is the
Planet Venus, and its Chapter is called the Verhap(@r.

So you can see brethren, that pagan symbolismirgegral part of our lives and our culture
and even our Masonic institution, and will no dortdashain so in the foreseeable future and be-

yond, albeit as faded memories.
Bill Douglas PM, Kenilworth Lodge #29 GRA, 2004

Food For Thought
It is not what we cat, but what we digest that nsak® strong.

It is not what we earn, but what we save that maisasch.
It is not what we read, but what we remember thaltas us learned.

It is not what we profess, but what we practicé thakes us Masons!

Bro Peter Rosmussén
The Tracing Board, Camosun Lodge #60 BCY
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Keynote Speaker
Dr Earle Sharam
Dean
St Stephens College
DDGM
Athabasca District
Grand Chaplain
1999/2000 & 2001 / 2002

Register early and Win ...

http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Pdida¢ Central Valley

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988

Royal Arch, Lebanon #38

Meetings: Third Thursday

Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: ABAIlix Milne, Stettler AB, 403-742-3664

Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday

Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB
Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7

Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday
Venus #2(Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday
Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday
Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday
Lochearn #129(RMH) 1st Thursday
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Visit “The Beacon - bookstore”where you can purchase a copy of
“Masonic Etiquettes” written by Bro. Harry J NoldéBritannia #18, P¢
noka, Alberta, Canada. Originally published in42&d republished in
2008. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to ntain the traditions
for conduct within the Lodge. The book (paperbaslgvailable for
$13.03 or it can be downloaded as an e-book ampditwted for $7.50.
(If you click on the title you will be taken to esgription page, where
you can click on “Preview” and read the first eighéiges of the book.)

Proceeds to Masonic Charity.
http://stores.lulu.com/thebeacon

Also Available afThe Beacon - bookstore as a free downlod
Freemasonry AWAY OF LIFE;a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and whas-it
n't. Of interest to someone looking to find out mmabout the craft - with a view to join-
ing. Have You Ever Considered Becoming A Masanseries of questions and explana}
tions directed at someone considering Masonry asthering if it is an organization
suitable to their needs.

Ed Comment:Call for papers. In an effort to make the Newsletter more personal and relative to Ceistiréct, | am
always on the lookout for papers, letters or general thoughts from local Ma&mngiay not want to stand up in Lodge

to present your paper, so why not share it here - in the Newsletter - I'm onhedraeay.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston

cjohnst@telusplanet.net
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Are you your brother’s keeperBeveral Masons in the
3 , 4 District do not have access to computers &/or ttierhet.
3 5%(6 If you know of such a Bro. And you think this neetsér is
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass ofinother
2 7 . . )
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a eom
- & puter, ask your son or grandson to print it for-yehe may
. get an idea of what it is you do at that secretgedd
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Brethren:

Just a reminder that the final date for Discoumt$he 2009 Masonic
Spring Workshop is approaching and there is stiletto take advan-
tage. Those of you who have already registeredktiiau, and pass
this on to any Brother who might be interested.

Masonic Spring Workshop

! #

Details and registration forms are available at:
http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca

Also, there are two contests for Brethren at thié ¥orkshop:

1. The "lIron Mike" Masonic Chef contest for teamshoee; and
2. The Masonic Idol contest for ritual presentation

Contest rules and application forms for these aadable on the website.
http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/2009WorkshofMasonicCHEF.pdf
http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/2009WorkshofMasonicIDOL.pdf

See you at the Workshop

Have a look at the June 2008 issue of “The Beacon” - Central District News-
letter to see a picture of District participants at last years
“Masonry In The Mountains”

%&>? %()&
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Central District
Contact Information

Editor's Comment: If you can complete the inforroatfor
your Lodge or provide corrections - pleas emailane

cjohnst@telusplanet.net

District Deputy Grand MasteRW Bro Len Clarke

17 Sandstone Ave

Lacombe Alberta, T4L 1P7
403-782-7979 - sharlenl@telus.net
http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm

District Meeting - Saturday October 18th

Innisfail #8 - Innisfail #8
WM - W Bro. Frank Davigi03-348-0572
SW - Bro. Dennis Smith03-227-6268
JW - W Bro. Tim Jacksom03-347-8501
Sec. - W Bro. John Marshaib3-227-6343
www.mastermason.com/Innisfail_8

Apollo #27 - Stettler
WM - W Bro. Don Andersom03-742-5857
SW - W Bro. James Savag®3-742-2298
JW -
Sec. W Bro. Andrew Jones
http://mastermason.com/apollolodge27/

Eureka #10 - Lacombe
WM - W Bro. Wayne Armishaw03-782-2895
SW - W Bro. Clint reeves03-782-4674
JW - VW Bro. Brent Chalmerm03-782-9353
Sec. ‘W Bro. Wes Shacklton03-784-3684
www.mastermason.com/Eurekal0/

Kenilworth #29 - Red Deer
WM - W Bro. Dave Traverg03-318-1638
SW - Bro.Cory Matrz403-347-2154
JW - Bro. John O’Brie@03-352-8562
Sec. ‘W Bro. Doug Tubbt03-342-5351
www.mastermason.com/kenilworth29

Red Deer #12 - Red Deer
WM - W Bro Mitch Thompsom03-357-8915
SW - W Bro. Scott Campbetb3-343-1119
JW - Bro. Camren Wallac#3-342-2726

Sec. - Bor. Brian Evanoff03-352-1414
.mastermason.com/Beacon190/Red%20Deer%2012/inddx.H

—

Kitchener #95 - Rimbey
WM - W Bro. Allan Tarleton403-843-4515
SW - RW Bro Arthur Frayn403-843-6630
JW -RW Bro. Earl Giebelhaug03-843-2379
Sec. - RW Bro. Herb Keitl#03-843-2384
www.mastermason.com/Kitchener95

Mountain View #16 - Olds
WM - RW Bro. Russ Phillips403-289-2039
SW -RW Bro. Roger Kinney403-556-2631
JW - W Bro. Buck Godwin403-556-6009
Sec. ‘W Bro. Hugh Robinsorn03-556-6195
www.mastermason.com/mountainview16

Lochearn #151 - Rocky Mountain House
WM - W Bro. Rick Williams 403-896-8055
SW -Glen English403-314-2145
JW - Bro. Dave McDonald
Sec. W Bro. Marc Spencet03-845-6942

www.mastermason.com/Lochearn151

Britannia #18 - Ponoka
WM - W Bro. Dick Camero®03-783-5206
SW - Bro. Ainsley Shepherd 403-782-9430
JW - Bro. Jack Bowie 403-783-6262
Sec. - Bro. Henry Matejka,

www.mastermason.com/Britannial8 Ponoka/

Beacon #190 - Red Deer
WM - W Bro. Bob Cantwell403-314-4850
SW -Bro Curtis Boutiellier 403-302-3400
JW -Bro. Jordan Sinclain03-505-5442
Sec. -RW Bro. John Alexande#03-783-5703
www.mastermason.com/Beacon190
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